




Fateh alb lor boycott of Jerusalem polls 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Ymttr Arafat's Fateh group urged Palestinian residents 
of E^rJerataJero on Saturday to boycott Israeli municipal elections 
on Nov. 2. A; jofaL statement issued by Fateh and the Palestinian 
People's Party HfPPP) in Jerusalem said: “Our people want independ- 
ence and. to jpnt an. end to oempation, not to give it legality by 
partksation ni the election." 2nd Abu ZLad. a member of the 
Palestinian haison committee negotiating peace with Israel, told 
Reuters: ‘T think any positive participation from the Palestinian side 
in that election means recognition of the Israeli illegal measures and 
Israeli annexation-” The committee, which met for the first time in 
Cairo cm Wed n esday, is supervising tslh on implementing the 
Palestinian self-ruk accord signed between the PLO and Israel in 
Washington last month. Under the accord, Israel will begin withdraw- 
ing from the Gam Strip and West Bank town of Jericho m December. 
The deal provides fen limited Palestinian self-rule for an inii^riiip 
five-year period in Gaza and the West Bank. ^ 
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‘Britain win honour Its commitments’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — A senior official of the British Foreign Office 
who k on a current visit to the country Saturday confirmed that the 
British government would honour its commitments made on interna- 
tional donors conference on Middle East peace held earlier in 
Washington on Oct. 10. William Irman, director of the Middle 
Eastern and North African Affairs Department at the Foreign Office, 
was quoted as saying by the Jordanian News Agency, Petra, that 
Britain would offer economic aid to Palestinians either through the 
European Commission (EC) or through British institutions. Mr. 
Irman, who is on a one-week tour in the region as part of efforts 
exerted by the British government to speed up to Middle East peace 
process, expressed hope that substantial progress would be achieved 
on Arab-Israeli tracks. He stressed that his country would continue 
political and economic support for the peace process on all tracks. 
During his two-day visit to Jordan Mr. Irman was to meet with senior 
Jordanian officials to discuss prospects of peace and Jordan's position 
on various aspects of the peace process. 
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J Yemeni 
council 
sworn in 
5* without 
*Baidh 

Combined agency dispatches 








SAN AA — Yemen’s presiden- 
tial council reelected AH 
Abdullah Saleh as president 
Saturday in a vote boycotted 
by outgoing' Vice-President Ali 
Salem A1 Baidh. 

The official Yemeni news 
agency (SABA) said the coun- 
cil voted unanimously for Mr. 

■ - Saleh, who has led tire country 
since the unification of North 
and South Yemen in 1990. 

The council also approved 
Mr. Saleh’s nomination of Mr. , 
Baidh, who has smyed away. | 
from the capital Sanaa since 
/- July, to be reelected as vice- 
~ president. 

- Mr. Baidh's boycott of his 
swearing-in was in contmna- 

- - tion-of-bis protest against gov- 
ernment . policy and violence 
— against his party Vleaders. 

Mr. Baidh has been, deman- | 

• “ ding a timetable for economic ; 

and social reform for this coun- 
try of 14 million and a speedy 
unification of armed forces 
from the former North and 
South Yemen. ' 

The two countries merged in 
May 1990. 

In an interview with the 
London-based Saudi Arabian 
newspaper A1 Sharq A1 Awsat, 
Mr. .Baidh accused northern 

- ; politicians of dominating the I 

united Yemen and spoke of i 
fears for his- life. 

‘7 will go back to Sanaa only 
if there is a job for me to do, as 
- my neck cannot bear another i 
» oath-taking,” be said. 

The five-man ruling council 
is the council’s top executive ! 
body. Earlier this month, par- j 
: - liament elected Mr. Baidh to ! 
the council along with another 
member of his Yemeni Sotial- 
ist Party (YSP). 

The other members of the 
-.*' council are Mr. Saleh, a second 
member of Mr. Saleh’s con- 
servative General Peoples 
Congress (GPC), and a repre- 
sentative of the Muslim fun- 
damentalist Al Islah Party. 

Parliamentarians said an 
■ emerging trend within their 
ranks was to elect a new mem- 
•‘■jr ber to the ruling council in lieu 
l of Mr- Baidh. 
v But political and tribal chiefs 
also are expected to keep 
frying to bring Mr. Baidh bach 
; ih-intb the fold. Mr. Saleh,- the 
president, also has urged “in- 
' tensified efforts” to end the 
crisis. 

Mr. Baidh’s YSP won 56 
seats in the 301-member parlia- 
meat elected in April. Mr. 
Saleh’s CPC got 122 scats. In a 
surprise result, Al Islah be- 
came the second -largest party 
by winning 63 seats. There- 
maining seats are held by sniiai- 

- ■ , ler parties and independents. 

Parliament first postponed 
the swearing-in ceremony on 

• v Thursday, when Mr. Baidb re-.. 

fused to Weak a six-week abs- 
;* ence from Sanaa and come 
• T . from his hometown . 300 
kilometres south of the-capital. 

On tins second try, parlift- 
merit went ahead with the cere- * 
mony without him, swearing in 
the other four members; Saleh 
and his party deputy, Abdul 
. $'Aziz Abdul Ghani, Abdul- 
... Mujeed Al Ziialani, -co-leader 
of Islah, and Salem Saleh 
'. Mohammad, who is Baidh's . 

• deputy leader in the YSP. 


Israel-PLO deal could 

still lead to overall 
peace accord — Sharaa 


Combined agency dispatches 

CAIRO — Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa 
said here Saturday that die 
agreement for Palestinian self- 
rule could still lead to progress 
in the overall Arab-Israeli 
peace talks. 

Syria, which is trying to 
negotiate the return of the 
Golan Heights from Israel, had 
previously condemned the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agree- 
ment as a separate initiative 
which weakened the Arab 
position. 

Upon arrival for talks with 
President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt, Mr. Sharaa fold repor- 
ters that “every possibility was 
open” following the signature 
of the accord in Washington on 
Sept. 13. 

- The accord could have “very 
negative effects not only on the 
Israeli-Palestinian track, but 
also on the entire peace pro- 
cess and the situation in the 
region,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

“If Is unrealistic to talk of 
coordination between Arab 
parties participating in the 
peace process as it was before 
the Palestiman-Israeli agree- 
ment was signed,” he added. 

The Israeli-Palestinian 
agreement, readied in secret 
talks in Norway, was signed on 
Sept: 13. A detailed agenda for 
IsraeH-Jordaman talks was in- 
itialled tin Sejpt. 14. 

But talks involving Israel,* 
Syria and Lebanon have made 
slow progress since they began 
in Madrid in October 1991. 

“Negotiations took place 
and are taking place always 
between Israelis and the 
Palestinians without any coor- 
dination between the Arab 
parties, unlike what happened 
in the past two years,” be said. 

But the Israel-PLO accord 
could also have “positive 
effects because it could put the 
peace process back on the right 
trade. The days and weeks to 


Qatari minis ter confirms 
meeting with S him on Peres 

DOHA (AFP) — Qatari Foreign Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Jassem Ben Jabr Al Tham met two weeks agp with his Israeli 
counterpart Shimon Peres, the minister said, official Qatari 
News Agency (QNA) reported Saturday. This is the first time a 
meeting between Golf Arabs and Israeli ministers was officially 
announced. 

The encounter took place in New York, in the sidelines of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, the Qatari minister 
said, quoted by QNA. The meeting was “brief” and aimed at 
“encouraging peace” in the Middle East, “especially on die 
- Syrian and Lebanese tracks, Sheikh Hamad said. 

Sheikh Hamad said his meeting with Mr. Peres also addressed 
the issue of Jerusalem.” Sheikh Hamad wished that the Arabs 


will “recover it.” 


come will show which of the 
two possibilities gains the up- 
per hand,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

'He said his recent talks in 
Washington with President Bill 
Clinton and U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, the 
first of their kind in almost 20 
years, revealed “no differences 
of view” between Syria and the 
United States. 

Washington co-sponsors the 
peace talks with Moscow. 

A high-ranking State De- 
partment official, Edward 
Djerejian, said on Tuesday 
t h at Israel and Syria were mak- 
ing-progress towards signing an 
accord. 

. Asked about" plans to restart 
tire bilateral peace talks in 
Washington, the Syrian Official 
said: “If the Israeli side shows 
seriousness, Syria will be ready 
to resume these talks at a 
suitable time.” 

Bnt he threatened to boycott 
the next round of talks unless 
Israel showed willingness to 
achieve progress. 

“We will not go to Washing- 
ton to participate in sterile and 
non-profitable talks. * We wfl] 
only go when the Israelis show 
they are serious in achieving 
results,” Mr. Sharaa said after 
talks with Preisdent Mubarak. 

He had told Mr. Mubarak 


and Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa there had been no 
progress in previous talks in 
Washington between Israel 
and Syria, he said. 

Mr. Sharaa put the blame on 
Israel in airport remarks ear- 
lier. 

“These obstacles are not of 
Syria’s making nor of the mak- 
ing of die sponsor of the peace 
process (the United States) bnt 
they are from the Israeli side, 
which I think is busy with the 
Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ment,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

Syria insists Israel must com- 
mit itself to a full withdrawal 
before it will discuss the nature 
of future relations. 

Israel says It is jeady to 
withdraw from at least some of 
the Golan Heights. 

But will not say how far until 
Syria says whether it is ready 
for a rail peace including 
embassies ana open borders. 

Mr. Sharaa said a meeting 
between U.S. President Bill 
Clinton and Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad would give 
momentum to the peace pro- 
cess in tire Middle East. 

“In Syria, we believe that a 
meeting between President Bin 
Clinton and Hafez Al Assad 
will help the peace process,” 
Mr. Sharaa said. 


559 aspirants file nominations 
as candidates in Nov. 8 polls 


By Suhair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Five hundred 
and fifty-nine men and 
women registered themselves 
as candidates in the Nov. 8 
general elections during a 
three-day nomination period 
that ended Saturday, officials 
said. 

A report carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said only three of the 
nominees were women. Re- 
ports on Friday had put the 
number of women at 44, and 
there was no immediate ex- 
planation to the discrepancy. 

The officials said the 
Ministry of Interior will issue 
its verdict on the nominations 
starting Sunday for those who 
registered Thursday; nomina- 
tions filed on Friday and 
Saturday will be ruled upon 
on Monday and Tuesday. 

Renter news agency 
quoted Interior Minister 
Salameh Hammad as saying 
that two applications might 
be rejected on the baas of 
citizenship criteria. One, by 
colnmuist Hamadah 
Fara’neh, because he is a 
member of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC). 
Although Mr. Fara’neh said 
that he resigned from the 
PNC, the government insists 
that he is still on its official 
list, Reuter said. 

The other applicant is Nifti- 
er Sirhan, a former Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) official whose request 
for candidacy in 1989 was 
also rejected for the same 
reason. 

Interior Minister Salameh 
Hammad said no candidate 
had been rejected on political 


Four nominations rejected 

AMMAN GOVERNOR Talat Nawaiseh announced late 
Saturday that the nominations filed by four aspirants to the 
Nov. 8 elections were rejected because of failure to meet 
legal criteria. In a statement carried by the Jordan New 
Agency, Petra, Mr. Nawaiseh identified the fonr as Hamadeh 
Faraa’nefa (First District). Nimr Sirhan (Fifth District), Saleh 
al Massandeh and Mohammad Abu Rabihah (both from the 
Sixth District). The governor said the four would be formally 
notified of the rejection Sunday and pointed out that they 
reserved the right to contest the rejection in court. 


grounds. 

“The governor has three 
days to rule whether to 
accept or reject” the applica- 
tions of Mr. Fara’neh and 
Mr. Sirhan, be told Reuters. 

A final list of nominees mil 
be announced by the end of 
the month after the appeal 
courts rule on the contested 
applications. 

Candidates could start offi- 
cial campaigning only after 
receiving acceptance of their 
nominations from the Minis- 
try of Interior, 

Although public rallies and 
debates mil hot be allowed 
until the final lists of accepted 
candidacy applications are 
announced, signs that the 
counfry was in foil gear for 
elections were more than visi- 
ble Saturday than Thursday, 
with more banners, posters 
and leaflets and newspaper 
advertisements. 

The Islamic Action Front, 
with 36 candidates Tunning 
on its “Islam is the solution” 
ticket, complained mean- 
while that an application it 
filed for a permission to hold 
a public rally on Oct. 22 was 
. turned down by the Ministry 
of Interior. No reason for the 
rejection was given. No offi- 


cial comment was available. 

The breakdown of the 
number of applicants is as 
follows: First District — 21, 
competing for three seats; 
Second District — 22 (three 
seats); Third District — 32 ( 
five seats); Fourth District — 
22 (two seats); Fifth District 

— 42 (five seats); Sixth Dis- 
trict — 24 (three seats); Irbid 
Governorate — 60 (nine 
seats); Jerash — 13 (two 
seats); Ajloun — 27 (three 
seats); Ramtha and Bani 
Kenanah — 18 (three seats); 
Al Konra and northern Jor- 
dan Valley — 19 (two seats); 
Al Balqa — 47 (eight seats); 
Karak — 66 (nine seats); 
Ma'ar. — 19 (five seats); Zar- 
qa — 54 (six seats);- Northern 
Badia region — 13 (two 
seats); Central Bacfia region 

— 14 (two seats); Southern 
Badia region — 11 (two 
seats); Mafraq — 18 (three 
seats); and, Tafileh 17 — 
(three seats). 

The number of registered 
voters is 1,461,184, who 
Saturday started receiving 
their voting cards in most 
districts. Only those who 
have voting cards wfli be 
allowed to cast their ballot on 
Nov. 8. 



His Mqjesty ting Hussein Saturday receives PLO Executive Committee member Mahmoud 
'.Abbas (Petra photo) 

Abbas briefs King and Crown 
Prince on self-rule negotiations 


Settlers 
attack 
Arabs in 
Hebron 

Combined agency dispatches 

HEBRON, occupied West 
Bank — Israeli border guards 
broke up clashes here Saturday 
between Palestinians and 
dozens settlers protesting the, 
stabbing of a Jewish settler, 
military and Palestinian 
sources said. 

Settlers beat and slightly 
hurt five Palestinians and 
smashed windows as well as car 
windscreens in the centre of 
Hebron, in the southern part 
of the occupied West Bank, 
according to Palestinian 
sources. 

“During the dash, stones 
were thrown and windscreens 
were smashed,” an army 
spokesman said. “A border 
police force called to the site 
was forced to respond with 
shots in the air.” 

The dash began when set- 
tiers went to pray at the Tomb 
of the Patriardis and passed by 
Arab shopkeepers, witnesses 
said. 

Border guards dedared the 
area a closed military zone, a 
move that indudes a ban on 
journalists, military sources 
said. 

Led by Rabbi Moshe Lervin- 
ger, a founder of the Bloc of 
the Faithful group which calls 
for annexation of the occupied 
territories, the settlers were 
protesting the stabbing of a 
Jewish settler the day before. 

. The settler was badly 
wounded in the neck in the 
market at Hebron. 

A hardline Palestine Libera- ‘ 
tion Organisation (PLO) fac- 
tion, the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), opposed to the accord 
with Israel for limited Palesti- 
nian autonomy claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack. 

The DFLP belongs to a 10- 
member alliance opposed to 
the accord signed by the PLO 
and Israel in Washington last 
month. Under the accord, 
Israel will begin withdrawing 
from Gaza and the West Bank 
town of Jericho in December. 

On Friday, an Israeli soldier 
shot dead a Palestinian in 
Rafah refugee camp in the 
occupied Gaza Strip on Friday, 
Israel Television said. 

It said Anwar Nasr, 22, was 
caught in cross-fire when 
troops fired on a car whose 
driver ignored an order to 
stop. 

Palestinian sources dismis- 
sed an earlier report that Nasr 
had been an activist in the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) based 
in Damascus and had recently 
served a jail term for guerrilla 
activity. 

Friday's shooting in Rafah 
brings to 11 the number of 
Palestinians killed by Israeli 
forces since the signing of the 
Israel-PLO deal. 

An adviser to PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat expressed 
regret Friday about having 
harmed Israeli civilians in 
attacks through the years, and 
predicted extremism would 
vanish now that there is peace 
with Israel. 

Mahmond Abbas spoke on 
Israel Television, displaying 
unusual candor about a highly- 
charged emotional issue that 
kept Israel and the PLO from 
talking to each other for de- 
cades. 

Ending “extremism” was 
also a condition put by Israel to 
reaching the autonomy accord. 

Mr. Abbas, who signed the 
agreement alongside Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, said his organisation 
had “had no choice” but to 
'stage attacks in the past, 
“sometimes hurting civilians." 
These attacks were to fight 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, he said. 

He said Palestinians also 
were killed both in the occu- 
pied territories and in Israeli 
bombing raids over the years in 
Lebanon. 

“I think that the death of 
innocent people is not accept- 
able to anyone, whether of 
Jews, Muslims, Israelis or 
Palestinians,” Mr. Abbas said. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A top official of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) . Satur- 
day briefed His Majesty King 
Hussein on the progress of the 
implementation of the IsraeH- 
PLO autonomy accord signed 
cm Sept. 13. 

Mahmoud Abbas, a member 
of the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee and bead of the Palestinian 
side to a liaison committee- 
negotiating the implementa- 
tion of the accord with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, was also received by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

* No details were immediately 
available. The Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said the King's 
discussions with Mr. Abbas 
dealt with “the various region- 
al and bilateral issues and the 
recent developments in the 
Arab-Israeli peace process.” 

Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and Palesti- 
nian Ambassador to Jordan Al 
Tayyeb Abdul Rahim attended 
the meeting. 

The Crown Prince and the 
PLO official discussed "the re- 
cent developments in the 


Palestinian situation and the 
progress of political negotia- 
tions following the ratification 
of the Israel-PLO agreement 
by the Palestine Central Coun- 
cil (PCC)" last week, Petra 
said. 

Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad Al 
Anani attended the meeting. 

Mr. Abbas, who attended 
die first meeting of the Israel- 
PLO liaison committee in 
Cairo last week, told Jordan 
Television after his talks with 
King Hussein and Prince Has- 
san that the discussions co- 
vered the implementation of 
tlie autonomy accord? 

Also discussed was 
Jordanian-Palestinian coor- 
dination and the work of joint 
committees, he said. 

Mr. Abbas said the work of 
the joint panels was of “para- 
mount importance since they' 
seek to achieve complete coor- 
dination between die Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian sides dur- 
ing the self-rule period with a 
view to reaching a united stand 
vis-a-vis all issues.” 

“Some of these committees 
have already started work and 
others will be activated soon," 
he said, adding that the work 
of tiie joint panel on economic 


cooperation was highly signifi- 
cant in that “it has already 
worked out a draft document 
which we hope both sides will 
endorse.” 

Mr. Abbas, who signed the 
Sept. 13 accord with Mr. 
Peres, said Israel had under- 
taken to withdraw from all 
areas of the occupied Gaza 
Strip except those areas which 
are needed to offer protection 
to Jewish settlements there. 

“Offering security and pro- 
tection to the settlements re- 
mains an Israeli responsibility 
at this point in time since we 
have not reached agreement 
on removing the settlements,” 
said Mr. Abbas, noting the 
issue of settlements in the 
occupied territories was an 
issue to be tackled in the final 
status negotiations expected to 
begin in the third year of 
autonomy. 

Mr. Abbas said the Palesti- 
nians and Israelis had not yet 
reached agreement on the ex- 
tent of Israeli withdrawal from 
Jericho in the West Bank. “We 
are not discussing withdrawal 
from Jericho town but the 
‘Jericho area’ and are seeking 
to define bow many square 
kilometres this would mean," 
he said. 


Palestinians deny Israeli 
report of 6 shift 5 in approach 


By P.V. Vhrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian 
sources Saturday dismissed as 
untrue an Israeli Radio re- 
port that Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat was 
'opposing Jordanian supervi- 
sion of monetary and banking 
affairs of the Palestinians 
during the five-year auton- 
omy period in the occupied 
territories. 

“The report is distorted 
and does not reflect the 
actual position of the PLO 
chairman,” said a senior 
Palestinian source. “For all 
practical and technical pur- 
poses, the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) will monitor 
the monetary affairs and the 
Jordanian currency will con- 
tinue to be in circulation in 
the occupied territories,” 
said the source, who prefer- 
red anonymity. 

Israel Radio said Friday 
that Mr. Arafat did not 
favour such a role for the 
CBJ or the Jordanian dinar 
and that he wanted to set up 
an independent Palestinian 
monetary authority and issue 
a Palestinian currency. 

At present the Jordanian 
dinar is the dominant curren- 
cy m the occupied territories 
and most dealings are in the 
dinar. The Israeli shekel is 
also in circulation, but, by 
and large, the dinar is the 
prevalent. 

“It is not a question of 
choice,” said the Palestinian 
source. “It is a matter of 
prudent economy.” 

According to the source,- 
the PLO and Palestinian eco- 


nomic planners did consider 
setting up an independent 
monetary authority and 
issuing a Palestinian currency 
immediately after the auton- 
omy arrangement takes hold 
on the ground in the occupied 
terri tones. 

“But the ideas were frozen 
for practical as well as politic- 
al reasons.” said the source. 
“The Palestinian autonomy 
authority does not have the 
required monetary base to 
issue its own currency. 

“In any event, continued 
use of the Jordanian dinar is 
more practical and politically 
sound in view of the links 
between Jordan and the 
Palestinians.” 

“An independent Palesti- 
nian authority and Palesti- 
nian curacy look very good 
in paper as nationalist ideas, 
but realities dictate other- 
wise," added the source. 
“They are not a priority now. 
The most important objective 
is to develop the economy of 
the occupied territories and 
this cannot be done through 
independent authorities and 
own currency.” 

Under a broad framework 
for economic cooperation 
discussed during a visit to 
Jordan of Ahmad Qourieh, 
head of the FLO’S Economy 
Department, two weeks ago, 
the CBJ, in coordination with 
a Palestinian authority, mil 
supervise the monetary 
affairs of the West Bank and 
Gaza during the five-year in- 
terim self-rule period. 

“There has been no change 
in the situation since those 
discussions, '* said the source. 
“Other ideas could be consi- 
dered at a later stage, de- 


pending on the way things 
take shape during the interim 
period. 

Jordanian officials declined 
comment. "We don’t see why 
we should comment on 
Israeli radio reports,” said a 
senior official. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Al Majali said two 
weeks ago that Jordanians 
and Palestinians were discus- 
sing economic cooperation 
but it was premature to dis- 
cuss specifics. 

Palestinian economists 
have said that the best course 
of action for the Palestinians 
during ihe interim period was 
to forge dose links with Jor- 
dan while trying to develop 
their own economy through 
reducing their dependence on 
the Israeli economy. 

Samir Huleileh and Samir 
Abdullah, members of the 
Palestinian economic team, 
said last week that one of the 
main means for the Palesti- 
nian authority to raise inter- 
nal funds was through issuing 
bonds in Jordanian dinars in 
coordination with the Jorda- 
nian government 

“It is only one of the signi- 
ficant areas where Jordanian- 
Palestinian cooperation 
should come into play,” said 
the source. 

Israel is known to oppose 
any independent Palestinian 
monetary authority and the 
issuance of a Palestinian cur- 
rency. The Jewish state tried 
during the last 26 years to 
reinforce the shekel as the 
dominant currency and the 
prevalence of Israel banks in 
the occupied territories, but 
met stiff resistance from the 
Palestinians. 
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iinton gets .Senate backing 
for policy on Somalia 


Washington (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton on 
Friday forged ahead with pians 
to phase out U.S. involvement 
in Somalia by March 31 follow- 
ing a qualified Senate endorse- 
ment of his new peacekeeping 
policy. 

Mr. Ginton was “delighted 
with the Senate vote” of 76-23 
for a compromise amendment 
to a defence funding bill that 
generally endorsed his plan to 
give the U.N.-sponsored mis- 
sion more time to succeed. 
White House spokesman Mark 
Gearan said. 

Turning back a move to 
legislate a swift U.S. withdraw- 
al from Somalia, a bipartisan 
coalition of senators instead 
pushed through the comprom- 
ise crafted by Democratic and 
Republican leaders. 

The compromise was sup- 
ported by Senator Robert Byrd 
of West Virginia, an indepen- 
dent-minded Democrat who 
initially led the fight for a hasty, 
exit from the battled-scarred 
East African country. 

“I think most people felt it is 
the right policy in very difficult 
circumstances. It gives the 
president flexibility to handle 
the withdrawal of American 
forces,” Senate Democratic 
leader George Mitchell told 
reporters following the vote. _ 

A measure providing funds 
only for withdrawal offered by 
Senator John McCain, an Ari- 
zona Republican who spent 
years as a prisoner of war in 
Vietnam, was rejected 61-38. 

The votes, which cut across 
Democratic and Republican 
Party lines, came a day after 
Somali clan leader Mohammad 


Farah Ai deed’s forces released 
American helicopter pilot 
Michael Durant after 11 days 
in captivity. 

Watching the Senate floor 
action was Mr. Durant's sister, 
Mary Ellen Durant, who said 
she bad wanted a different 
outcome. 

‘T don't think it is a wise 
decision to stay there (in 
Somalia). ” she said. 

Mr. Duran was shot down in 
a Mogadishu firefight Oct. 3 
that lolled at least 17 Amer- 
icans and wounded scores 
more. It was the worst disaster 
for U.S. peacekeeping troops 
since the 1983 bombing of a 
Marine barracks in Lebanon, 
and brought immediate politic- 
al pressure to get out of 
Somalia. 

Four days later, Mr. Clinton 
announced he was reinforcing 
the U.S. contingent there, nar- 
rowing their mission and set- 
ting a March 31 withdrawal 
deadline. 

In a letter to Mr. Byrd, the 
president said that date was the 
“outer limit” for fulfilling the 
U.S. mission, and that he 
would order an earlier pullout, 
"if at all feasible.” _ _ 

While a victory for Mr. Gin- 
ton, a former Arkansas state 
governor with no military ex- 
pertise and limited experience 
in foreign policy, the com- 
promise was far from a com- 
plete vote of confidence in his 
strategy. 

It would cut off hinds for the 
Somalia operation after March 
31, but allow the president to 
ask for an extension. 

It also set rules of engage- 


ment by limiting operations to 
tile protection of TJ.S. military 
personnel and bases and help- 
ing humanitarian aid flowing 
by giving' United Nations 
forces logistical and security 
support. 

nie measure also stipulates 
that U.S. combat forces in 
Somalia must be under the 
control of American comman- 
ders. The overall U.N. opera- 
tion is beaded by a Turkish 
general. 

The House of Representa- 
tives. has not yet debated Mr. 
Clinton's new Somalia policy. 

Mr. Ginton on Friday ac- 
cused the United Nations of 
assigning American troops the 
“police function” of finding 
those responsible for killing 24 
Pakistani peacekeepers in 
June. 

He also suggested that the 
Bush administration naively 
advised the American people 
U.S. troops could be with- 
drawn from Somalia once 
starvation was .overcome. 

Meanwhile, the Clinton 
administration is backing 
Ethiopia and Eritrea in trying 
to get U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Gfaali to cancel a sche- 
duled stop in Mogadishu, the 
Somali capital, next week, 
according to a senior U.S. offi- 
cial. The secretary-general is 
on an African trip. 

The U.S. official said Ethio- 
pian and Eritrean leaders in- 
volved in peacemaking efforts 
for Somalia do not think the 
secretary-general would be 
helpful in trying to reopen a 
political dialogue among feud- 
ing Somali dans. 


U.S. reproaches Germany on Tehran 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
United States and Germany 
are embroiled in a dispute over 
German efforts to strengthen 
ties with Iran at a time when 
Washington wants to isolate 
the Tehran government, the 
State Department said Friday. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher has raised the 
issue with German Foreign 
Minister Klaus Kinkel, and 
German officials have been 
given confidential U.S. data on 
alleged Iranian involvement in 
"terrorist” activities, U.S. offi- 
cials said. 

State Department spokes- 
man Mike McCurry said the 
United States is concerned that 
a German dialogue with Iran, 
“combined with extensive 
trading ties and favourable 
financial treatment, may en- 
courage Iran to think that it 
can improve relations with the 
West without changing its be- 
haviour." 

He said Iran's pattern of 
behaviour “should be most 


troubling to the world com- 
munity. 

It is rare for the United 
States to acknowledge publidy 
disagreements with a dose 
ally. 

Meanwhile, Britain issued a' 
second protest Friday against 
mysterious talks between Ger- 
man and Iranian intelligence 
chiefs, but the Boon govern- 
ment brushed aside the com- 
plaints. 

Publicity about the Oct. 6-7 
discussions have embarrassed 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's gov- 
ernment. 

A German diplomat in 
Washington, insisting on not 
being identified, said his gov- 
ernment is aware of U.S. con- 
cerns. But he added that the 
European view, which Ger- 
many shares, holds that.it is 
advisable to cany out a “critic- 
al dialogue" with the Iranian 
government. 

Britain contends the discus- 
sions violated a deal reached 
among European Community 


leaders last December not to 
improve relations with Iran 
while British author Salman 
Rushdie is under an Iranian 
death sentence. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd sent a note Fri- 
day to Mr. Kinkel. complain- 
ing about the meetings be- 
tween Iran’s AH Fallahiyan 
and German intelligence offi- 
cials, including Bernd Schmid- 
bauer, Mr. Kohl's liaison with 
German espionage agencies. 

“The message reiterated our 
serious concern,” said a British 
Foreign Office spokesman,, 
speaking on customary anony- 
mity. 

Dieter Vogel, Mr. Kohl’s 
spokesman', said Mr. Sdunid- 
bauer was in contact with Iran 
on behalf of other countries. 
“These consultations were less 
useful for German citizens 
than for citizens of other coun- 
tries,” Mr. Vogel said. “These 
were not political negotiations, 

but talks about humanitarian 

_____ •* 

cases. 
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Pakistani U.N. soldiers check their submachine- Secretary-General Boutros GhaK to call off a 
guns at a U.N. checkpoint in south Mogadishu planned visit to Somalia fearing it could thwart 
as a Somali child looks on Saturday. The U.S. peace efforts under way there (AFP photo) 
government is trying to persuade U.N. 

Moynihan assails Kuwaiti emir 
over Arab trade boycott of Israel 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— A member of the U.S. 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Friday said it was 
“obscene” for Kuwait and its 
leader to support the Arab 
boycott against Israel. 

“The most bizarre phe- 
nomenon is that the boycott of 
Israel is now undertaken prin- 
cipally by persons who have 
had American sponsors,” said 
Sen. Patrick Moynihan 
(Democrat, New York). 

Mr. Moynihan was chairing 
a committee session listening 
to testimony about the Middle 
East by Assistant Secretary of 
State Edward Djerejian. 

Kuwait has dropped en- 
forcement of secondary targets 
of the boycott but maintains the 
■primary boycott against com- 
panies which do business with 
Israel, Mr. Djerejian said. 

'That's obscene.” said Mr. ‘ 
Moynihan. 

Referring to the many wives 
the emir of Kuwait has taken 
under Muslim law, Mr. Moyni- 
han asked. 

‘Tan we get that emir (of 
Kuwait), between wedding 
nights, just to concentrate a 
little while on why he's now in 
bed in Kuwait City and not in 
some... resort town of Saudi 
Arabia? Americans got killed 
in that war.” 

Democratic Sen. Paul Sar- 
banes of Mayland said that, far 
from expanding the boycott, 
the Arab countries face prob- 
lems in the U.S. Congress un- 
less there is progress in dis- 
mantling it. 

“If they put additional com- 
panies on the blacklist later in • 
October that would seem to 
call for a sharp response from 


the administration,” Mr. Sar- 
banes said. 

Mr. Moynihan said Amer-. 
icans were killed in the Gulf - 
war which liberated Kuwait 
from Iraqi forces. 

“Exactly, and this point has 
been made very clear and very 
directly,” Mr. Djerejian said. 

“But without consequence, 
right?” Mr. Moynihan said. 

Mr. Djerejian, the State De- 
partment’s top official on the 
Middle East, said the United 
States has been told by coun- 
tries such as Kuwait and others 
that will take an Arab League 
decision to drop the boycott. 

“Well, parliamentary proce- 
dure at all costs, says the emir, 
it's obscene,” Mr. Moynihan 
responded, a sarcastic refer- ■ 
ence to the emir's record of 
twice abolishing Kuwait's 
elected parliament. 

He said he hoped the U.S. 
position could be put with “a 
measure of vehemence” to * 
Kuwait and other U.S. allies 
involved in the boycott. 

“Tell the Saudis the next 
time (Iraqi President Saddam) 
Hussein invades them it will be 
too bad,” Mr. Moynihan re- 
torted. 

Mr. Moynihan also said that 
the U.S. Corps of Engineers 
might be better employed in 
the Middle East than building 
mosques. 

“In the 1980s, the United ' 
States corps of engineers car- 
ried out more construction in 
Saudi Arabia than it did in the 
United States. We built 87 
mosques,” Mr. Moynihan said. 

He said he once told the 
general in charge: “General, 
you know, it’s good to get the 
hang of mosque building. You 


never know, you might have an 
Islamic president and he’d 
want a mosque up at Camp 
David,” the U.S. presidential 
retreat 

Mr. Moynihan said the mos- 
ques were actually constructed 
by firms from South Korea 
after being designed by the 
corps of engineers. 

“Wouldn’t it be a lot more 
useful if we started thinking 
about the development of the 
water resources of the area,” 
he asked. 

Mr. Djerejian diplomatically 
avoided the mosque issue and 
said the United States will use- 
its resources to develop water 
supplies in the area. 

“We have information that 
on Oct. 24 there may. be a 
meeting of the Arab League 
Boycott Office in Damascus 
and that there is some consid- 
eration being given to adding a. 
number of .companies to the 
list,” Mr. Djerejian told the 
committee. 

Mr. Djerejian said all the 
Arab countries including Syria 
had been told by die United 
States “that this would be a 
step, obviously, in a very 
wrong direction.” 

»■ 

Mr. Djerejian said he found 
the Arab boycott “totally un- 
acceptable,” especially in the 
context of the Sept. 13 Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) accord and an Oct. 
1 donors conference that raised 
S2 billion in pledges to bolster 
the agreement. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
other wealthy Arab states par- 
ticipated in that conference, 
and Saudi Arabia pledged S100 
million for the first year. 


Meese created ‘false account 9 to shield Reagan in Iran-contra case 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
special prosecutor's final re- 
port on the Iran-contra affair 
concludes that former Attor- 
ney General Edwin Meese 
concocted a “false account” of 
an Iranian arms-for-bostages 
deal to cover up President 
Ronald Reagan's role, accord- 
ing to sources familiar with the 
document. 

The still-secret report says 
prosecutors would have consi- 
dered seeking Mr. Meese's in- 
dictment after discovering new 
evidence in 1992, but the sta- 
tute of limitations had expired, 
several sources said. 

The report concludes top 
cabinet officers participated in 
the coverup, plotting to make 
“scapegoats” out of Oliver 
North and national security 
advisers Robert McFarlane 
and Jobn Poindexter, accord- 
ing to the sources and notes 
they took from the report's 
executive summary. 


The report also portrays Mr. 
Reagan, who has given con- 
flicting accounts of nis role in 
the scandal, as being personal- 
ly involved in directing advis- 
ers in a failed arms-for-hos- 
tages deal in Iran in May 1986, 
the sources said. 

Iran-contra prosecutor 
Lawrence Walsh’s report was 
completed in August but has 
been sealed from public scru- 
tiny by a federal appeals court 
to give those named in it time 
to submit responses. Mr. 
Reagan's lawyers recently 
obtained a 60-day extension. 

For now, die report, is only 
available to those named in it. 
and their lawyers. A number of 
sources provided the Associ- 
ated Press with a description of 
its contents, including the 
notes from the executive sum- 
mary. 

The sources, who insisted 
upon anonymity, said their 
notes indicate the final report 


depicts key officials of the 
Reagan administration as 
scrambling to deflect blame 
from the president and his 
cabinet. 

“The president's most senior 
advisers and the cabinet mem- 
bers on the National Security 
Council participated in the 
strategy to make National 
Security Council members 
McFarlane, Poindexter and 
North the scapegoats whose 
sacrifice would protect the 
Reagan administration in its 
final two years,” the notes 
quote the report as saying. 

“In an important sense, this 
strategy succeeded. Indepen- 
dent counsel discovered much 
of the best evidence of the 
coverup in the final year of 
active investigation, too late 
for most prosecutions.” 

Mr. McFarlane pleaded guil- 
ty to four misdemeanors for 
withholding information, but 
was later pardoned by Presi- 


dent George Bush. Junes con- 
victed Mr. McFarlane s succes- 
sor, Mr. Poindexter, of five 
felonies and Colonel North of 
three, but their convictions 
were reversed or set aside on 
appeal. 

The scandal involved two 
covert operations: The sale of 
arms to Iran in exchange for 
that country's .help in freeing 
Mideast hostages and the di- 
version of profits from the 
arras sales to provide military 
aid to contra rebels in Nicar- 
agua. 

The report says a key to the 
coverup was Mr. Meese's role 
in creating “a false account” of 
a November 1985 arms-for- 
h os Cages deal with Iran to pro- 
tect Mr. Reagan in the scan- 
dal's early days, according to 
the sources. 

The sources said the new 
evidence against Mr. Meese 
was discovered just last year 


when prosecutors obtained 
contemporaneous notes of for- 
mer White House Chief of 
Staff Don Regan. 

According to the sources' 
description and notes, the re- 
port says Mr. Meese conducted 
.a “damage control excercise” 
rather than gathering facts 
when the scandal first erupted 
in November 1986. 

Mr. Meese did not return 
calls to his office this week. 
Mr. Walsh declined comment. 
They and others in the report 
are under court order not to 
discuss it publidy. 

Over the years, Mr. Reagan 
bas given conflicting state- 
ments about his own role. 

In November 1986, he pub- 
lidy denied his administration 
bad engaged in arms-for-h ou- 
tages deals. But in early 1987, 
he reversed field and acknow- 
ledged that it bad. Then, in 
early 1990, Mr. Reagan re- 


verted to his original denials. 

He also gave differing 
accounts to the investigatory 
Tower Commission about the 
November 1985 shipment of 
Hawk missiles to Iran. First, 
Mr. Reagan said he learned of 
the delivery after it occurred 
and demanded the Hawks be 
returned: later he said he could 
not recall any conversation or 
meeting about the Hawks. 

But the prosecutors’ final 
report indicates, according to 
the sources, that the president 
was personally consulted and 
gave directions to Col. North 
m the midst of a May 1986 
mission that unsuccessfully 
sought to trade arms in Iran for 
hostages. The dealings are de- 
tailed in summaries of mes- 
sages between the White House 
and Tehran, the sources said. 

■ Mr. Reagan's attorney, The- 
odore Olson, declined to com- 
ment Friday. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Britannia docks in Cyprus for Commonweaith mod ^ 

LARNACA (AFP) — The royal yacht Britann ia, boroe for 
Queen Elizabeth II during next week’s Qjnmronwealth 

. -« j t m Cqhinlsv amid fiffht fificnnfv 


IDUUMUU WIWiuuiui w. — j- , ‘ . 

protest Friday against the visit by Queen Elizabeth, who is the 
to fly into i-amaca airport with Prince Philip on Monday. The 
students defied their teachers and protested the mayor of 
Limassol’s proposal to award the queen thekey of the.aty 
dorine her visit for the Commonwealth heads of government 
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hall. Some Cypriots have blamed the queen for condoning toe 
hangings of the Cypriot guerrillas during the island s struggle 
for independence from Britain in the 1950s. 

Rebels warn Turkish papers to shut offices 

DIYARBAKER. (R) — Separatist Kurdish guerrillas have 
threatened to attack offices of Turkish newspaper and 
agencies unless they shut their offices in a south easte rn city by 
Tuesday, local reporters said on Saturday. Newspaper mana- 
gers will meet in Istanbul to discuss the threat by the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), they said. “PKK leaders mid local 
managers of newspapers met on Friday. The Pipe accu sed 
news pap ers of being an instrument of the state, and demanded 
papers »"d agencies shut their offices in Diyarbafar city,” a 
journalist there told Reuters. The PKK threatened to imple- 
ment “revolutionary violence” unless its demand was met, he 
said. The regional governor told newspapers they would be 
protected and asked them to continue publishing. The PKK 
has been fi ghting for an independent Kurdish state since 1984. 

Djibouti activist said in bad state in jail 

PARIS (R) — A detained leading Djibouti human rights 
activist is in poor health after six days of a hunger strike, his 
- organisation said on Saturday. The Djibouti Association 1 for 
the Defence of Human Rights and Liberties (ADDHL) said in 
a statement that its President Mohammad Houmed Sonlleh 
was suffering from high blood pressure and hypoglycaemia 
and was unable to stand up or walk. “The ADDHL demands 
he be hospitalised immediately/' the statement said. Mr. 
Soulleh was arrested on Sept. 15 after alleging government 
troops had killed civilians and is awaiting trial on charges of 
slander and spreading false information. He has sand he is 
being beld in a cell with more than 150 common criminals, 
where his safety is seriously threatened. In a letter released by 
the ADDHL last week he said the Gabode prison was 
insanitary and violated international standards. 

U.S. soldiers injured in Kuwait blast 

KUWAIT (AP) — Four U.S. soldiers have been injured, one 
seriously, in an explosion during a routine military exercise, 
the American embassy said Saturday. An embassy spokes- 
man, who did not want to be identified by name, said the 
accident took place Friday. He said three soldiers were treated 
and released from local hospitals while a fourth who sustained 
serious injuries was still being treated. The spokesman would 
not give toe soldiers’ names or any further details about the 
exercise or the circumstances surrounding toe accident. 

' Hundreds of U.S. soldiers have been stationed at Doha camp 
about 20 kilometres north of Kuwait City since toe end of the 
Gulf war that liberated Kuwait from a seven-month Iraq i 
occupation. The emirate signed a 10-year defence pact with 
the United States that calls for prepositioning of weapons and - 
continuous joint exercises/^ /' ' ' ~ 

Norwegian Rushdie translator operated on agabi ; 

OSLO (AFP) — Surgeons operated on toe Norwegian- 
translator of Salman Rushdie’s toe Satanic Verses for a second 
time Friday, cleaning his bullet wounds, toe head doctor of 
Ullevaal hospital reported. William NygaanTs condition was 
satisfactory. Doctor Johan Pillgram -Larsen said. An unidenti- 
fied person with a revovler toot Mr. Nygaard three times 
outride his house on Monday. Norwegian police said Friday 
that they had no new information on toe suspected culprit, but 
they thought toe case was linked to Mr. NygaanTs translation 
of the Satanic Verses. Mr. Nygaard was one of the first people 
to translate toe book of Mr. Rushdie in 1989. The then 
^pintual mentor of Iran, Ayatollah Khomeini, i w ied a 
“fatwa” that year condemning Mr. Rushdie to death, claiming 
toe book blasphemed Islam. In Copenhagen, Danish Foreign 
Minister Niels Hetveg Petersen said toe Norwegian govern- 
ment had told him it had as yet no proof that Iran was involved 
in the attempt to kill Mr. Nygaard. Iran has repeatedly refused 
to rescind toe “fatwa” against Mr. Rushdie. 

Mujahedeen denies Iranian report of attacks 

AMMAN (J -T-)— The main Iranian armed oppos i tion group, ' 
Mnjahedeea-e-Khalq bn Saturday denied a report that its 
fighters launched attacks on Iran that killed six people, 
including two children. The group said in a statement faxed to 
toe Jordan Times described as “absurd assertions” the Iranian 
report of the attack and said it was part of an Iranian bid to set 
the stage for attacks on the group’s bases in Iraq and offices in 
Europe and toe United States. The Mujahedeen said its 
opera tions were always planned and executed by members 
from inside Iran and were always aimed at officials responsible 
for torture and executions of innocent people. The report of 
toe killings carried by the official Iranian news agency (IRNA) 
reflected Tehran’s fear of toe rebels, it said. The Iranian 
government was especially alarmed at rebel military man- 
oeuvres held last week, ft asserted. IRNA said toe killings 
took place in three separate incursions from Iraq, where the 
rebels are based. IRNA said Mujahedeen radio in Iraq had 
recently warned of a “planned assault” against toe govern- 
ment m Tehran. 6 
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CHURCHE5 

St. Mai; of Nazareth Cbarch Swtifieh, 
Td. 8111740 

Assemblies of Cod Chorda, Tel. 
6327X5. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 6245*). 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
637440. 

Pt |a Salk Church Td. 661757 
Terrasaacta Chorda Td; 622366 
Church at the Ansnsdalloa Td. 
623S4I. 


Angficaa Chard) Td. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Cbarch Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Cbarch Td. 

652526. 

EvangcBcal Lutheran Oaudi Td: 

824328. 

German •speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td: 684 195 
The Church at Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Sahas Td. 6S4932 
Church of Nazareoe Tel, 675691, 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 

Meteorology. 

It will be relatively hot and dusty 
with clouds appearing at different alti- 
tudes and sfcowera of rain occasionally 
accompanied by thunderous showers 
particularly in the southern and eastern 
parts of the Kingdom. Winds will be 
northerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it will be partly cloudy and 
there will be a dunce of showers of 
rain. Winds will be easterly moderate 
aid seas cairn. 

Min^Mw. temp. 

Amman 16/30 

Aqaba 23/36 

Deserts 15/31 

Jordan Valley 24/38 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday’s high tem p eratu r es: Am- 
man 31 . Aqaba 35. Humidity readings: 

Amman 26 per cent. Aqaba 25 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ahmad Othman 786384 

Dr. Aduan AlZaghJoul 898140 

Dr. Ghalcb Zawaidch 73601! 

Dr. Yousef Abdo 694916 

Fins pharmacy ..661912 

Fctdows pharmacy 778336 

A! Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al SaJam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmchani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632' 

IRBID: 

Dr. FayczAI Qadi 248743 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA. 

Dr. Walid Halasch 9B2799 

Khalifcb pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Pood Control Centre I 

Civil Defence Department ' 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rcseuc..... i 

Gvil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.621111.1 

Fire Brigade : 

Blood Bank ' 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police I 

PoNicSocnriiy Department 

Hotel Complaints i 

Price Complaints i 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints ! 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints ' 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) .......... 

Overseas Calk I 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs < 

Abdali Telephone Repairs i 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan ' 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 
Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Husscio Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jaba] Amman Maternity 642362 

Malms. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Sbmcisani 664171/4 

Shmtisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaK 666127/37 

ALAhli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhairecn 777I0I/3 

Al-Bashir. J. AshraGch 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Oucen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZAKQAr 


Ibn Shut Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 

oumds 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greet Catholic Hospital (02)272275 


Fbn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)3141 11 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AU A 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) hdbntadoa depart- 
ment at the Oucen Aha International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5, when it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

AqabafUJ) 

*31 - Damascus (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

0M§ Lamaca (RJ) 

■MO - Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

9MS Beirut (RJ) 

- Doha, Doha (RJ) 

E® bonhui(RJ) 

Branch, Paris (RJ) 

17 J8 New Yorii. Amsterdam (RJ) 


Loodan(RJ) 13*8 

** — Athens (RJ) 15*5 

*** Vienna (RJ) 20-_Z5 

2fc» Rotnc(RJ) 

*■ — Rome(RJ) HftlAZ 1 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) ^ ^ | 

- Lamaca (CY) Arr. Daman 

“2 Bahrain (GF) DS-Om 

Jig Moscow (SU) Mr.Amam 

Ifc5 ° Beirut (ME) MAI 

DEPASTURES Vnccr/imur 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) -Apple 

Banana .... 

Aqaba (RJ) Banana (Ml 

— Beirut (RJ) B«ns 

Frankfurt (RJ) Cabbage... 

Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) Carrot 

!!" Romc(RJ) Cauliflower 

“*■ ■; Vienna (Rj) Q*cwubcrsi 

1U3* .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) Cucumbers i 

Istanbul (RJ) Erabnt..., 

“2 Athens (RJ) Girt ic 

- Jeddah (RJ) Grapes ...... 

Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) Lemon 

Z,3S New Delhi (RJ) Marrow (Jar 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) Marrow (sri 

21:45 Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) Mulukhia ... 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

mmmK , Tomato 

37:45 - Lamaca (CY) Spinach ..... 


■ Doha, Bahrain (C 

Moscow (5 

Cairo (N 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAM 

fe- *— jMajH.cvcqr Monty 

££^2 

-/JiuLevsr&nfln 

*"•*—"* - fcWpjo.cwrySmby 


Vppct/krwer price in Os per fcg, ' 

i&£ 

Banana (Muhammar) ' 

rSE 850/550 

150/90 

3 S3 o 

CuecrnfaCTS ^laa-gc) (SQ/IOQ 

gtrambera (small) -320/200 

1000/600 

&j=rr=r 313 

MarajWwwn) 340/240 

aE®*== 

Spta “* 320/250 
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Jordan readies for lifting of sanctions on Iraq 



SAFEGUARDING PETRA’S HERIT- 
AGE: Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday inaugu- 
rated the Petra exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. 
The exhibition is sponsored by the Petra National Trust 
(FNT); the Queen is FNT honorary chairperson and 
patron. Established in 1989 as a private, non- 
governmental institution for safeguarding Petra's uni- 
que physical and human heritage, the PNT stimulates 
studies and coordination among local and international 
bodies for the conservation of the Petra region environ- 
ment, while promoting modernisation. The exhibition 
will focus on consolidating Jordanian and international 
efforts towards the preservation of Petra. On display 


will be the works of cosmopolitan institutions in the 
form of panels, pictures, and books among others. The 
exhibition aims to raise Jordanian and international 
awareness and interest on the importance of collective 
work in preserving Petra. Receiving the Queen upon 
arrival were Their Highnesses Prince Ra’d and Princess 
Majda. At the opening ceremony. Prince Ra’d, PNT 
_ Board of Trustees president, paid tribute to the Queen's 
continued concern for archaeological and touristic sites 
in the Kingdom. Queen Noor was also received by Dr. 
Raouf Abu Jaber, vice-president of PNT, as well as 
PNT Treasurer Rami Khouri and PNT Secretary Karen’ 
Asfour (Petra photo). 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Associated Press 

AMMAN — Jordan, a key 
transit point for Iraqi imports, 
is planning to expand the free- 
trade zone at the Red Sea port 
of Aqaba in anticipation of the 
easing of international sanc- 
tions against Baghdad, a senior 
official said Saturday. 

While there is no indication 
that the sanctions against Iraq 
will be lifted or relaxed soon, 
Jordan seems to be planning to 
be ready when it happens. 

Falah Qudah, head of the 
state-owned Free Zones Cor- 
poration, said he was awaiting 
official approval for expansion 
programmes drawn up by the 
corporation, including the ex- 
pansion of Aqaba’s free zone. 

Aqaba has been crippled by 
a dramatic decline in Iraq- 
bound goods since August 
1990, when the U.N. Security 
Council imposed sweeping 
sanctions on Iraq to punish it 
for its invasion of Kuwait. 

Before the crisis struck. 


annual Jordanian export? to 
Iraq were worth $200 million. 
Iraq also used Aqaba as the 
- mam conduit for its imports 
since its own ports were dam- 
aged and blocked during the 
1980-88 I ran- Iraq war. 

■ Now Jordan’s exports to 
Iraq are limited to food and 
medicine, exempt from the 
sanctions. 

Jordan estimates its losses at 
nearly $600 million in the port 
and transport sector alone 
since the imposition of the 
sanctions. More than 70 per 
cent of all activities at Aqaba 
were Iraq-related before the 
crisis. 

Mr. Qudah said the Free 
Zone Corp.'s revenues de- 
clined by 9 per cent during the 
first eight months of this year 
compared with a 21 per cent 
increase in 1992. 

The decline was believed to 
be the result of Iraq switching 
its imports to Turkish and Ira- 
nian ports following Jordan’s 
tightened enforcement of the 
embargo. 


Jordan tightened its border 
controls in June 1992, six 
months after the United States 
accused the Kingdom of mas- 
sive breaching of the sanctions 
by letting contraband material 
seep across its borders into 
Iraq. 

Iraqi traders who once used 
ro crowd Jordanian free zones 
have dwindled to a trickle and 
Aqaba now handles mainly 
Iraqi government imports such 
as sugar, rice and wheat. 

Mr. Qudah said the corpora- 
tion was seeking investors by 
increasing incentives such as 
tax holidays and reduced red 
tape in the Kingdom's free 
zones at Aqaba and Zarqa. 

"There will be a big move- 
ment of goods once the sanc- 
tions on Iraq are lifted," Mr. 
Qudah said. “We can only 
hope our expansion plans will 
■meet the demand that is sure to 
be created in the coming 
years,” he told the Associated 
Press. 

The Kingdom's main free 


zone area in Aqaba was estab- 
lished in 1973. It now has a 
built-up area of 25,000 square 
metres, 300,000 square metres 
of open space and cold storage 
facilities for 6,000 tonnes. 

The corporation plans to in- 
crease the zone, to 5 million 
square metres in the next two 
years to cater to an expected 
increase in industrial .invest- 
ment. 

Another 2.5 million square 
metres will be allocated for a 
commercial free zone located 
on the beach, Mr. Qudah said. 

He said plans are under way 
to establish two free zone areas 
at Queen Alia International 
Airport and at the Industrial 
Gty of Sahab outside the capit- 
al. 

Expansion plans will also in- 
clude the country’s other ma- 
jor free zone area in Zarqa. 
The development plan envis- 
ages providing an additional - 
150, (XX) square metres to its- 
present 550,000 square metres 
area. 


Food production must be increased 
by 60% over 20 years — minister 




WHAT’S GOING 

ON 



☆ The Petra Exhibition — a presentation of the activities of 
Jor danian and international institutions involved in 
archaeological, ethnographic and environmental research 

. in the Petra region at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* C m j" **" 1 - ih-aadnp »ahll»«tfwn Hy lai» rarinmahi A1 AK 
at the Pakistani Universities Alumni Chd> in Jabal Amman. 

•ft ExMMtioa of handicrafts at Abu Jaber estate, Yadoudeh 
(next to Kan Zaman). 

☆ Art «WhW m by artists AMr A1 Bawab, Michael TJjaOat, 
Mohammad Aba Afflfeh, Amaal Masha’ai, and Mohammad 
Abu Aziz at Aim Nseir Club. 

* Art exhibition by artists Mahmoud Taha and Salman Abbas 
at Ab’aad Art Gaflery. 

it Photo exh ibi tion displ ay in g pictrires from Jordaa and Syria 
by German artist J. Swakowsld at the Goethe Institute. 

☆ Art exhibition by MrvJLacyMarto, Jute Saaf, and Tete 


Wegefins at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* AD TaKb at the Balka’a Art Gallery 

in A1 Fnhds. J 

* Art eddbition by artists Dr. Ala Bashir and Sa’di Abbas at 
the Ana Art Gallery. 

* by artist Mahmoud AMJbedi at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

* Art ertiiMion by artist AD A1 MPmar at the OrfaK Art 
Gallery. Telephone 826932. 

* E x hibiti on of etchings by M oh a mmad Omar Khalil at Darat 
Al Fhngsat of Che AImW Hamid Shaman Foundation in Jabal 
Loweibdd. Abo showing the permanent exhibition. Tele- 
phone 643251/2. 

FILMS 

ir rum entity “Item!” at the American Centre at 5:00 
P*m. (93 min.) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis- 
try of Agriculture estimates 
that Jordan has to increase 
food production by at least 60 
per cent in the next two de- 
cades to sufficiently supply the 
growing population, according 
to Agriculture Minister Mar- 
wan Kama). 

It is true that the prospect of 
horizontal . expansion of agn- 
ail tural land - is limited, yet 
intensification of food produc- 
tion can take place by impro- 
ving the efficiency of fanning 
and through good food produc- 
tion management, said the 
minister in a message marlring 
World 'Food Day Saturday. 

MortTfood can be produced 
through animal husbandry, the 
introduction of modem form- 
ing techniques and the cultiva- 
tion of a wide range of plants, 
said the minister. 

Dr. Kamal said that the 
Kingdom has significant wealth 
in cultivable lands which are 
still not utilised. 

There is dire need for se- 
rious efforts to increase food 
production and this can be 


Experts discuss why suicides are on the rise 
and what can be done to prevent them 


ByRana Hiww a ni 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Recent Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
statistics indicated a 20 per 
cent increase in the number 
of suicides over the last nine 
years. In 1984 there were 
only 33 suicide cases, but the 
number rose to 57 m 1992. 
The dramatic increase started 
to show at the beginning of 
1990, since then 192 Jorda- 
nians were reported to have 
committed suicide. 

Major Hussein K. Ibrahim, 
chief of the Records Depart- 
ment at the Criminal Inves- 
tigation Department (CID), 
attributed the increa se in 
suicides to a rise in stress 
factors, including family 
arguments, social and econo- 
mic problems and academic 
pressu res. 

The CID official pointed to 
economic changes in the 
country, saying that since 
1989, the currency has drop- 
ped, thus, adding economic 
pressure on many citizens. 

"We have noticed also a 
decrease in family values and 
a rise in unemployment, both 
of which play an important 
role in suicide,” he added. 

Mr! Ibrahim said that nine 
years ago people did not face 
the same pressures they face 
now. , 

In 1984, 387 suicide 
attempts and 33 suicides were 
reported. In 1985, the num- 
bers jumped to 573 suicide 
attempts and 51 suicides, an 
increase erf 48.6 percent. But 
in 1986 the number of 
suicides fell to 33, and the 
number of attempted suicides 
decreased to 524. 

For the next four years the 
number of suicides remained 
steady with 48 per year in 
1987 and 1988, and 47 per 
year in 1989 and 1990. 

Bat in 1991, more than a 
year after the Gulf crisis 
when about 350,000 Jorda- 
nians returned to the King- 
dom, suicides rose to 58, a 22 
per emit increase over the 
previous four _ years. 

Ratios of those who com- 
mftsmdde, and why, have 
remained relatively constant 
since 1984. 


! For example, young adults 
between the ages of 18-27 
represented 59.6 per cent of 
suicide cases, the unem- 
ployed 22.9 per cent; stu- 
dents. 25.1 per cent; those 
who fail in school exams, 7.8 
per cent; and those involved 
in family arguments 47.2 per 
cent., 

Walid Saihan, a psycholog- 
ist in private practice, said 70 . 
per cent of those who think of 
and go through with suicide 
do so out of depression. 

“Individuals xnay reach a 
certain stage where they feel 
that there is no point to life 
and choose to take their own 
fife,” Dr. Sarhan said. 

"Suicide is a phenomenon 
that is present in every socie- 
ty in the world, and it is 
increasing because life is be- 
coming more complicated 
and demanding,” according 
to Dr. Sarhan, who has tre- 
ated patients suffering from 


He said the addition of 
350,000 Jordanians who re- 
turned to the Kingdom be- 
cause of the 1990 Gulf crisis 
contributed significantly to 
the increase in suicides in the 
early 1990s. 

With the influx into the 
population, said Dr. Saihan, 
suicides would prop- 
ortionately increase, but the 
number of suicides rose 
further because some of 
those returning had suffered 
mental and emotional stress 
because of the war. 

Ismail Abdul Rader, direc- 
tor of Social Defence at the 
Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment, attributed the increase 
to Mure in meeting life's 
necessities. 

“Failure in meeting life’s 
needs and its responsibilities 
especially securing employ- 
ment, hence, ensuring a de- 
cent living, can push indi- 
viduals to commit suicide, ” 
said Mr. Abdul Kader. 

Poverty, unemployment. 



. Amman’s crowded downtown shopping district bustles with 
activity. Experts agree that life is becoming more demanding, 
and increasing stress (actors need to be dealt with by family, 
friends and professionals (Staff photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


and mental and physical dis- 
abilities, all contribute to 
strickle attempts. Lo addition, 
failure in school exams plays 
a role in suicide attempts, 
according to Mr. Abdul Kad- 
er. 


"When students fail their 
exams, they fell that they 
have disappointed their fami- 
lies,” and some take the de- 
sperate measure of taking 
their own lives, he said. 

Universally, the annual 
rate of smdde is 25 to 40 per 
100,00 persons, said Dr. 
Sarhan, adding that in Jordan 
the ratio is significantly lower 
with one per . every 200,00 
individuals. Dr. Sarhan ack- 
nowledged that the reason 
the number of suicides are 
lower in Jordan compared to 
other, countries is because of 
social cohesrveness. 

"We hear of high rates of 


suicide in the Scandinavian 
countries for example, be- 
came of their complex life 
and the loneliness people suf- 
fer, while here, our society is 
different, and people are will- 
ing to listen and help each 
other." 

But, Dr. Sarhan said Jor- 
dan’s suicide rate should not 
be ignored. 

"The trend is that the num- 
ber is on the increase, and we 
have to be careful about 
this,” he stressed. 

Dr. Sarhan believes that 
most people do not give 
suicide and pyschological 
problems the attention they 


deserve, and said people tend 
to ignore such problems. 

He blames the cultural bar- 
riers, giving the example that 
if a person suffers from de- 
pression the society blames 
him/her for the illness. 

Dr. Sarhan said there are 
several signs and indications 
that an individual may be 
contemplating suicide. He 
said signs to watch for in such 
persons include loss of 
weight, gloominess, silence, 
depression, pessimism, a 
withdrawing from family and 
society, heavy drinking and 
- smoking and losing interest in 
news and what is going on in 
life. 

"Individuals will see the 
black side of life never the 
bright side. It is a state of 
severe depression which 
leads someone to this be- 
haviour.” 

Dr. Sarhan said there are 
several ways suicide numbers 
could be reduced in our com- 
munity. 

Hospitals tend to discharge 
attempted suicide patients 
easly without considering 
providing them with profes- 
sional help. 

“Most individuals who 
attempt suicide are released 
from hospital without being 
provided with any profession- 
al help which they need be- 
cause if they do not talk to 
specialists they will attempt 
to Ull themselves a second 
and a third time, until they 
succeed,” said Dr. Sarhan. 

He also blamed profession- 
als and doctors who, he 
claimed, are discouraged 
from discussing suicide when 
treating patients. 

“They fear being blamed 
for the death of a patient, as 
if their patients will not think 
of suicide otherwise, he said. 

Dr. Sarhan acknowledged 
that open communication 
and sympathy could help in 
preventing suicides among 
friends and relatives. 

“If anyone we know dis- 
plays any of the signs typical 1 
of suicide cases, or has 
already attempted to commit 
suicide, we should take them 
seriously and sympathise with 
them and try to help them in 
any way possible.” 
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A fruit and vegetable stand in 

accomplished through coop- 
eration with other Arab coun- 
tries and with help from spe- 
cialised U.N. agencies and 
other organisations. Dr. Kam- 
al stressed. 
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downtown Am man (Staff photo by Aynsley Floyd) 

Neglect of wild life and He said the ministry of agri- 
vegetation results in the reduc- culture is proceeding with 
tion of livestock weath, which annual plans for afforestation 
could lead to the extinction of and the creation of pasture 
. certain species of plants and . lands, and it has enacted laws 
animals, the minister warned, aimed at controlling hunting. 


Amman to make fertilisers 
from city’s solid waste 


By EUa Nasmllah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter. 

AMMAN — The Amman 
Municipality is planning to 
conduct a pilot project that 
entails producing methane gas 
and fertilisers from solid waste 
collected from the Amman 
area. 

The project which is being 
executed with the help of a 
Danish firm, is expected to 
become operational by the be- 
ginning of 1994, said an official 
at the municipality’s Public Re- 
lations Department. 

The rate of daily collection 
of waste from the Amman area 
now stands at 1,000 to 2,000 
tonnes and is increasing with 
the rapid population growth 
and the various economic and 
industrial development in the 


capital, said the official. 

The Danish firm will set up a 
plant to produce up 40,000 
tonnes of fertiliser from the 
waste collected by the munici- 
pality in Amman and will pro- 
duce methane gas to generate 
electric power, noted the offi- 
cial. 

A feasibility study has been 
successfully prepared for the 
$4 million project, and plans 
are under way now to start the 
project early next year, added 
the official. 

In his view, the pilot project 
will be the first or its kind in 
the Arab World and the Asian 
region, and could develop into 
a technical training centre for 
countries in the region. 

The municipality hopes that 
the project would increase the 


Kingdom's total electric power 
generation by four per cent, 
noting that the Danish firm 
would install special methane- 
powered turbines for the pur- 
pose. 

Furthermore, the project 
should reduce the foul odors 
rising from the garbage dump- 
ing sites since the fermented 
gas would be absorbed in the 
plant ' for the production of 
electricity, said the official. 

Less garbage dumped on the 
soil means a reduced possibil- 
ity of pollution to underground 
water resources, he added. 

At present, the municipality 
estimates that 300,000 cubic 
metres of methane gas are lost 
daily in the air, which other- 
wise could be utilised for pow- 
er generation. 
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Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed A! Fanek 


So rich and 
yet so poor 

FIGURES RELEASED by the Arab League 
this Friday, putting the illiteracy rate among 
Arab men at 35.7 per cent and women at 62 per 
cent, are indeed alarming. Translated into real 
figures, they amount to no less than 120 million 
of the 240 milli on estimated population of the 
Arab World. True, the highest numbers are in 
the poor countries of Mauritania, Sudan and 
Yemen, but with the Arab World increasingly 
growing interdependent, these armies of people 
can only contribute to backwardness, ignor- 
ance, poverty and extremism. 

Sudan, for example, which has the highest 
percentage of illiterate women, 88.3 per cent, 
has in fact one of the highest rates of intellec- 
tuals and some of the oldest universities in the 
Arab World. Yet, years of instability, military 
rule, coups and counter-coups and a decade- 
long ethnic conflict have all contributed to this 
appalling situation. 

It is indeed a shame to see the nation, whose 
Holy Book, the Koran, starts by the word 
“Read,” be among the most illiterate in the 
world. This cannot and must not be blamed on 
colonialism or Zionism; only the ruling Arab 
elites that squandered the nation’s fortunes on 
petty, internal struggles should bear the blame. 

Arab leaders and intellectuals have for long 
now realised the fact that ignorance, and 
nothing else, is enemy number one. It is 
responsible for the dismal state of the nation 
today and it will shape its future. The prospect 
of generations of Sudanese raised by illiterate 
mothers is scaring. Especially when men are 
busy fighting their own wars for power and 
meagre resources. 

Of course, every Arab country is able to 
defend itself on this score and brandish well- 
thought of and designed plans to eradicate 
illiteracy. But these trivial projects will not do. 
What is needed is a massive transfer of funds 
from the armament race into education. Now 
that peace is almost at hand and the cold war is 
over, there is very little reason why Arabs 
should continue to buy billions of dollars worth 
of arms while tens of thousands of their folk 
languish in ignorance. The rich Arabs cannot 
shirk responsibility towards their fellow Arabs 
in this regard. If Europe in its might is fearful 
of mass migration of people from the southern 
shores of the Mediterranean, shouldn’t the rich 
Arabs fear an influx of poor Arabs from the 
Arab “South”? 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


ALTHOUGH THE slogans appearing on the posters in the 
streets aim primarily at attracting voters, the wordings 
appearing on these posters reflect the pressing issues and the 
interest of the public, said AI Dustour daily Saturday. Of 
course the voters hope that the slogans used in the election 
campaign will be translated into practice by the future 
deputies, and it is hoped that those who will be sitting in the 
Lower House in November will not let down their supporters 
and will work towards serving national goals, said the daily. 
This is the first multiparty parliamentary election in Jordan 
and there is no doubt that like the 1989 election, it will be held 
in an atmosphere of brotherly cooperation and will be free and 
fair to all, it continued. It is natural, added the paper, to see 
candidates putting up slogans and trying to win the favour of 
the voters by all means, but sooner rather than later these 
voters will make their choice and they are mature enoug o 
choose only those personalities whom they think will ft 
their aspirations at the domestic, pan-Arab and international 
levels. Needless to say that the election campaign is bound to 
help the candidates win public support for their programmes, 
but it should be noted, said the paper, that the public is not 
'affected only by the slogans in the streets, they are rather 
influenced by the personalities of the candidates, their political 
and tribal affiliations and their past experience and service to 
the nation. It is hoped, concluded the paper, that the coming 
election, following the present campaign, would bring to 
Parliament an elite that would dedicate its time and effort to 
safeguard the higher national interests and not their own. 

TAREQ MASARWEH, columnist in AI Ra’I daily, made 
remarks Saturday about the posters appearing in the streets of 
Amman, noting that the slogans are different from those that 
appeared in the 1989 election. The slogans do not cany major 
programmes, promising to deal with corruption and unem- 
ployment. noted Masarweh. Familiar or traditional names of 
cuididates who ran for the previous election, he said, do not 
appear this time, and except for the Islamic Action Front and 
the Baath Party, no other political parties are directly involved 
in the election campaign, added the writer. In conclusion, he 
said, the slogans and the names clearly manifest the fact that 
mo t of the aspirants to the coming Parliament are running in 
their own capacity or representing tribes and clans and are 
sup} n-ted by family members and relatives. 


Jordanian economic agenda: 
Issues to be addressed by working group 


A Jordan ian-Israeli- American committee for economic coopera- 
tion has been formed during the high level meeting in the White 
House on Oct. 1, 1993. between His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the foreign minister of Israel and President Bill. 
Clinton of the United States. 

Jordan apparently agreed to establish this committee in order 
to make sure that economic issues related to Jordan will not be 
addressed in its absence and because the Palestinian-Israeli 
economic committee is not the proper place to decide on matters 
related to die Kingdom. 

In the absence of hard information, it may be inevitable to 
speculate about the issues which this unprecedented committee 
will tackle and the items which each party would tike to place on 
the agenda of the trilateral committee. 

To start with, we assume that the following issues will be high 
on die agenda, at least as far as Jordan is conce r ned: 

The first may be the nature of economic normalisation which 
Jordan can accept after peace is formally achieved. Normalisa- 
tion, to us, should not mean more than an overall Arab decision 
to abolish die economic boycott against Israel and start to deal 
with it, just tike any other state in the area, such as Turkey or 
Cyprus. A common market, a free trade area, or a customs union 
are out of question, at least in the first stages. ■ 

The second issue is centred of the bridges. Jordan will not 
tolerate die status quo where Israel is left to decide anflaterally 
which commodities or persons are allowed to cross the bridges to 
which direction and which are not. 

The third is Jordan’s access to the West Bank market during the 
transitional period of five years. Jordan is entitled to die same 
terms and conditions applicable to Israel — The West Bank 


should not remain a captive market for Israeli products without 
competition, otherwise all foreign aid coming to the occupied 
territories will end up in Israel alone. 

The fourth issue is the channel to feed the Dead Sea with water. 

Jordan prefers a channel from the Red Seaxo the Dead Sea via 
Wadi Araba, after Israeli withdrawal from the Jordanian side of 
the valley, forming the border between Jordan and brad 
according to British maps. 

The fifth is the practical arrangement for a smooth return of 
Palestinian refugees who left the West Bank and Gaza after June 
4, 1967. 

The sixth is a short-cut air corridor for civil aviation. The 
30-minute extra flight-time to avoid the Israeli airspace for each 
flight from or to Jordan is costing our national carrier. Royal 
Jordanian, some $25 million a year. 

The seventh possible issue is to coordinate marketing of 
phosphates and potash in international markets, in order to 
eliminate the current Israeli malpractices and cut-throat competi- 
tion, which hum the two sides. 

Last but not least, and since the United States is a full partner in 
the Jordan will urge the American side to secure more 

foreign aid to compensate Jordan for the huge burdens shoul- 
dered by the Jordanian economy during the past 45 years to 
absorb three major waves of Palestinian refugees. Jordan also 
expects a substantial reduction of its heavy debts, just tike Egypt 
and Poland, and the termination of economic sanctions against 
Iraq which caused Jordan losses that are second only to the losses 
of Iraq itself. 

There is every reason to believe that the above issues can be 
resolved satisfactorily by the committee. . 


Arab Americans involved 
in the 1993 elections 


By Dr. Janes Zogby 



THE WORK of becoming a 
respected political force In a 
democracy is a c ontinuing pro- 
cess. And so, Arab Americans, 
■though fully engaged in the 
dramatic developments taking 
place in the Middle East, are 
keeping one eye focused on the 
important November 1993 
elections and our domestic 
political work. 

There is a saying in Amer- 
ican politics: “All politics are 
Local.” For an ethnic commun- 
ity, this saying means that, in 
order to become a political 
force, they must be organised 
and be able to deliver votes 
and money to support candi- 
dates on the local level. 

In the past, too many Arab 
Americans focused simply on 
the Middle East. When they 
organised at all, the yig ganised 
to educate or to lobby on Mid- 
dle East issues. Their assump- 
tion was that if the public and 
politicians knew the truth, they 
would change their behaviour 
and policy and support the 
Arab cause. 

This is not the case. Political 
power in a democracy is a 
function of a group's organised 
voting strength and its ability 
to support and work in the 
campaigns that elect the politi- 
cians who, in turn, make the* 
decisions that shape foreign 
and domestic policies. 

For at least ten years now, a 
strong core group of Arab 
Americans have taken serious- 
ly the challenge of becoming a 
more effective political force. 
They have worked in then- 
local communities to increase 
Arab American voter streng- 
th .they have formed political 
dubs in both the Republican* 
and Democratic parties, they 
have raised money for candi- 
dates for city council, school 
board and mayors and senators 
and congressmen. And on a 
number of occasions they have 
run and been elected to public 
office. 

This is the kind of work that 
elec t e d 55 Arab Americans as 
delegates to the Democratic! 
National Convention in 1968 
and forced the party, for the 
first time, to debate the issue 
of Palestinian rights. This is the 
kind of work that secured for 
Arab Americans, for the first 
time, official recognition as a 
group in both the Democratic 
and Republican parties. This is 
the work that helped Arab 
Americans win recognition in 
their local communities and 
assisted them in gaining elec- 
tive office, appointments to 
political posts and access to 
every level of government. 
And this is tire work that has 
earned Arab Americans un- 
precedented access to both 
foreign and domestic policy 
makers in the Clinton adminis- 
tration. 

Their hard work during the 
1992 elections earned Arab 
Americans respect from the 
Clinton team. Arab American, 
Democrats knew Mr. Clinton 
needed to win the states of 
Michigan and Ohio and so, 
working with the national Qifl- 
tbn/Gore campaign, Arab* 
American Democrat activists 
in these states mobilised their 
community to win votes for 
Mr. Clinton. The national 
campaign produced material in 
Arabic, worked with an Arab . 
American coordinator and 
organised events to win this ' 
vote. 

And this summer, when the 
president needed extra support 


to pass his budget through 
Congress, the Democratic Par- 
ty turned to their network of 
local activists to mobilise a 
grassroots lobbying effort to 
urge local members of Con- 
gress to vote for the president. 

Again, Arab Americans 
were directly involved in the 
Clinton team. Arab Americans 
wrote letters, called and visited 
the 57 members of Congress 
they were assigned to lobby. 
And when the budget passed, 
Arab American Democrats 
were invited to the White 
House, together with other 
constituent group leaders, in 
recognition of the efforts they 
made on the president’s be- 

half ^ 

. And now, while Arab Amer- 
icans are actively wpriring with 
die administration to pursue 
the peace process, they have- 
not forgotten the lesson that it 
was their local political work 
that gained them the recogni- 
tion and access in the first 
place. And so they are in- 
volved in many of the election 
campaigns taking place across 
the U.S. this falL 

Although the November 
1993 races are considered '’off- 
year elections” (since there are 
no congressional, senatorial or 
presidential races), the many 
local contests that are being 
deci d ed are important to both 
the local issues that affect the 
lives of millions of Americans 
and also to a group's ability to 
maintain its position as a re- 
spected political force. 

The activity of Arab Amer- 
icans, in one recent week 
alone, demonstrates the new 
political savvy of the national 
co mm u ni ty. 


“Winning local 
office is important 
not only for the ac- 
cess that it provides 
to government and 
decision-makers, 
but also because an 
ethnic community’s 
elected officials 
earn local respect 
for that community 
and elevate its 
standing nationally 
as well.” 


In Virginia, the Arab Amer- 
ican Democrats and Arab 
American Republicans com- 
bined to host that state’s fourth 
bi-annual Hafla and Candi- 
dates' Night. The respect 
accorded to that state’s Arab 
Americans was seen in the fact 
that the event was attended by 
both the Democratic and Re- 
publican candidates for gov- 
ernor, lieutenant governor and 
attorney general — the three 
highest offices up for election 
this year. . 

This was Only one of a few 
occasions when all six candi- 
dates attended the same event 
to court the vote of a commun- 
ity. All the candidates, includ- 
ing the Democratic candidate 
for governor, Mary Sue Terry, 
and her Republican challen- 
ger, George Allen, addressed, 
the concern^ °f Arab Amer- 
icans in an effort to win their 
support. Other sixteen candi- 
dates for local office partid- 


Arab Americans in attend- 
ance. The fact that 400 mem- 
bers of the community came to 
the event was important, be- 
cause the Candidates* Night 
was competing with a number 
of other Arab American social 
events taking place at the sama 
time in the area. 

To be sure that their serious- 
ness was appreciated by the 
state’s political leadership, be- 
fore the night's event began 
the Arab American Democrats 
hosted a small f un d rai ser for 
Mary Sue Terry. At the event; 
Ms. Terry w wwnHfaH to work- 
ing with Arab Americans to 
.support an expansion of Arab 
Americans' political role in the 
state and to studying the 


“In politics, some things change and some 
things remain the same. What is constant is the 
continuing need to remain focosed on local 
-political organising because it is the lifeblood of 
a comnumity’s political strength. And it is this 
strength which determines whether or not a 
community will be heard, respected and able to 
shape the national debate on issues that concern 


formation of a Virginia- Arab 
Trade commission. 

At the weekend, Arab 
Americans in Michigan 
gathered at a political lead- 
ership training confe ren ce. Co- 
sponsored -by ten Arab Amer- 
ican organisations, the event 
drew 150 Arab American 
activists to a full day’s prog- 
ramme of workshops and 
panels On political or ganising , 
voter registration, lobbying 
and involvement in the politic- 
al parties. 

The event was addressed by 
a number of locally elected 
officials and political leaders. 
The night before the confer- 
ence, the entire co mmunity 
was invited to Candidates* 
Night which drew 50 candi- 
dates for local and state 
offices. Especially important to 
the Mi c h i gan Arab American 
community are the reel e ction 
campaigns of two Arab Amer- 
ican city council members, 
Suzanne Sareini in Dearborn 
and Peter Nicholas in Ann 
Arbor. 

Both these incumbents first 
won their seats four years ago, 
with strong Arab American 
community support, fo r ming 
the fiist Arab Americans to 
win elections in their com- 
munities. Their reelection, 
with organised Arab American 
support, is vital to show that 
Arab Americans will continue 
to be a committed political 
force. 

Winning local office is im- 
portant not only for tire access 
that it provides to government 
and dedsioD-makeis, but also 
because an ethnic coramimity’s 
elected officials earn local re- 
spect for that community and 
elevate its standing nationally 
as well. That is why Arab 
Americans are coming to 
understand the need to support 
these Arab Americans as they 
run for office, wherever they 
are located. 

This fall, 20 Arab Americans 
are running in the “off-year 
elections.” They include seven 
candidates for mayor (of wbom 
six are incumbents seeking 
reelection), four candidates for 
state legislature and nine for 
efry council. Already the Arab 
American commnnity has 


support to stop what he de- 
scribes as the “anti-Israeli can- 
didacy” of Barkoulti. Indica- 
tive of the new political winds 
winch are blowing in the U.S. 
today, this erode effort to de- 
fame this respected Arab 
American political activist has 
been repudiated by many Jew- 
ish leaders, and was de- 
nounced by the chair of the 
California Democratic Party. 

Another sign of change 
could be seen at the semi- 
annual meeting of the Demo- 
cratic National Committee 
(The DNC is the ruling body of 
tiie Democratic Party). The 
DNC, which had in the past 
been the site of heated political 
battles between Arab Amer- 
ican Democrats and Jewish 
American De mocrats , witnes- 
sed quite a different scenario 
tins year. Arab Americans and 
Jewish American Democrats 
and tiie National Party chair 
introduced and passed a com- 
bined resolution supporting 
the Israefi-PLO accords as pro- 
viding a step towards “ensur- 
ing Israel’s security and 
guaranteeing Palestinian’s 
legitimate, political rights.” 
Then, on Thursday night, over 
200 Arab American and Jewish 
American delegates from 
•across the country joined to’ 
host the “first ever combined 
Arab American/Jewish Amer- 
ican Democratic reception.” 
Speakers at the event included 
the chairman of the DNC, 
David Wilhelm, and a host of 
Arab American and Jewish 
American officials and party 
leaders. 

In politics, some things 
change and some things remain 
tiie same. What is co n s t an t is 
die continuing need to r emain 
focused on local political orga- 
nising because it is the lifeb- 
lood of a community's political 
strength. And it is this strength 
which deter mines whether or 
not a community will be heard, 
respected and able to shape the 
national debate on issues that 
concern it. 

The writer is president of the 
Washington-based Arab 
American Institute. He contri- 
buted tins article to rite Jordan 
Times. 



Somalia stakes: 
Small for America, 
big for Clinton 


By Jim Hoogtand * 


raised and co n tributed nearly 
$20,000 to these races, and in 
addition to funds raised 
by Arab American activists,. 

nati onal mailing* have raised 
thousands more to support 
these candidates. 

While the Israel-PLO agree- 
ment has reduced problems for 
most Arab Americans who are 
seeking to gam influence in 
U.S. politics, in few isolated 
cases there are remnants of the 
(rid “cold war.” 

In one race for state senate 
in California, an Arab Amer- 
ican woman, Amal Barkoulti, 
is mimi ng for the Democratic 
nomination. Her opponent, 
who is Jewish, has sent oat a 
fundraiser to local Jewish 
Americans which call for their 


WASHINGTON — Bill Clin- 
ton believes that America’s 
global leadership must now be 
rescued in the barren wastes of 
Somalia. He balances an 
elephant on a mouse. 

His speech on Thursday, 
with its air of world crisis, was 
more of an indictment of his 
administration’s mismanage-, 
ment of a small, incidental 
conflict that is allowed to get 
out of band than a national call 
to arms to confront a grave 
Threat. — 

America’s credibility and 
prestige are at stake whenever 
and wherever American presi- 
dents en gage them. There is no 
permanent loss or a permanent 
repair of tiie power that Amer- 
ica commands on the world 
scene, as Vietnam and Opera- 
tion Desert Storm both 
proved. That is why presidents 
must choose carefully in com- 
mitting that power when 
America’s interests are not 
directly attacked. The stakes 
become what the president 
says they are, at least tempor- 
arily. 

Mr. Clinton defines the 
national choice in Somalia as 
leaving in dishonour or staying 
to protect American credibil- 
ity. That is a description of tiie. 
dilemma that no president 
should ever allow himself to be 
sucked into. 

The “dishonour/credibility” 
dflemma is vague enough- to let 
enemies and friends manipu- 
late American purpose/ for r 
their own ends. It inevitably.' 
invites tiie president to confine 
his own political reputation 
with America’s standing in the 
world. At it allows intangible, 
emotional factors to dictate the 
expenditure of valuable Amer- 
ican lives and treasure. 

There is no U.S. national 
interest at stake in Somalia 
beyond three intangibles cre- 
ated by the American presence 
there: U.S. reputation, tiie 
damage that American with-, 
dxawal does to American allies 
and the United Nations, and 
the U.S. ability to avenge 
American losses. Those are 
serious concerns. But they 
would not exist if American 
troops had never gone to 
Somalia and become engaged 
in a small war against a local 
rogue. _ . . _ 

So I think the president 
erred in getting the nation to 
this point. But even those of us 
who have been sceptical from 
the outset of the military 
aspects of the Somali operation 
cannot press for an immediate 
withdrawal of U.S. troops in 
the circumstances that Mr. 
Clinton described. 

The debate is about how 
America leaves, not whether 
America leaves. The choice 
Mr. Clinton has confronted 
Americans (and the world) 
with is leaving Somalia precipi- 
tously and callously or leaving 
in a controlled fashion that 
minimises the damage already 
done. If Mr. Clinton and his 
advisers can successfully man- 
age a last chance to achieve a 
realistic mix of goals and 
means in Somalia, the world 
will be better off than if Amer- 
ica abandoned Somalia over- 
night. 

Beneath Thursday’s “We 
must draw the line” rhetoric 
was a fundamental acknow- 
ledgement by the president 
that no new world order or 
model for African democracy 
wfll come out of the modest 
increase in U.S. forces that he 
announced. His goal is now to 
give Somalia “a reasonable 
chance" to end its political 
chaos and perpetual starva- 
tion. He must stick to that 
reasonable measures. 


He should also be modest 
about wbat America can 
reasonably expect to accom- 
plish in the way of retribution 
against Mohammad Farah 
Aideed and in deterring other 
international bandits. The 
prospects of accomplishing 
either are too uncertain to jus- 
tify significant new loss erf life 
by Americans or innocent 
Somalis. Revenge, while a 
powerful human emotion, is 
not a sustainable national in- 
terest or the basis for a wise 
policy. Hiere comes a point at 
-which the desire for retribution 
and the implausible notion that 
punishment wfll deter future 
Aideeds must give way to a 
realistic assessment of the costs 
hr American and Somali lives. 
a The Somalis have a p ro v erb 
that tiie president should con- 
sider as he sets limits on what 
American troops will now do 
in Somalia: “In the ocean, one 
does not need to sow water.” 
Somalis do not need Amer- 
icans to rain violence and des- 
truction down on them, any 
more than American need to 
travel halfway around the 
world to be urban policemen. 


"Be debate is ab- 
out bow America 
leaves, not whether 
America leaves . 
The choice Mr. 
Clinton has con - 

{ranted. Americans 

.. (and the world) 
with is leavfhg 
Somalia precipi- 
tously and callously 
or leaving in a con- 
trolled fashion that 
minimises the dam- 
age already done. If 
Mr. Clinton and his 
advisers can suc- 
cessfully manage a 
last chance to 
achieve a realistic 
mix of goals and 
means in Somalia, 
the world will be 
better off than if 
America aban- 
doned Somalia 
ovemfebt.” 


American objectives have 
veered off course in Somalia as 
President Clinton has been 
absorbed in domestic affairs 
and as his foreign policy advis- 
ers have failed to fashion a 
coherent approach in his abs- 
enoe. The one constant has 
been the refusal to devote poll- \ 
tical and diplomatic attention 
commensurate to the demands 
placed on American soldiers ■ 
there. ■;*: : ' 

Until now, the president has "t * 
ignored the first law of politics: 

When you get. yourself in a 
hole, stop digging. Now he : : 
plays the role of a movie cow- 
boy brandishing his revolvers . 

to cover his retreat as he backs 
out the saloon door. . 

Uf .■* * 

A successful exit will require 
President Clinton's sustained •• 

action and effort. His high • 
profile support for a regional 1 
diplomatic solution to be ' " 

Ambassador 
Robert Oakley is a good begin- 
nmg. & 

Amerda’s world leadership V ’ 
will eventually recover even if ’■ . 

administration flubs the 
CTit and Somalia goes back to a > 
disaster. Bill Clinton’s reputa- . 

Oon f° r leadership would not v • 
— The Washington Post 
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By Ralph BooHoo 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin has cracked down on 
the communist press, arguing 
that the cancer of communism 
most be subdued so democracy 
can live. 

But many leading journalists 
fear democracy could be the 
hist victim as Russia prepares 
for parliamentary elections. 

. Russia's Press and Informa- 
tion Ministry ordered the sack- 
ing of the editors of two com- 
munist dailies on Thursday. 
The action had no apparent 
basis in law and the manner of 
its execution recalled the 
Soviet era. 

A curt fox conveyed the 
order to Sovietskaya Rossiya 
and Pravda. The latter was also 
told to change its name to put 
Pravdy (path of truth), a title it 
carried to beat tsarist cen-" 
sorship 80 years ago. 

“As press minister I proceed 
from the assumption mat the 
state should have its ideology,” 
said Vladimir Shumeiko, 
appointed press and informa- 
tion minister after the crushing 
'of a hardline mutiny early this 
month. 

"The principles of democra- 
cy and the free market are all 
the same ideology. I think the 
state should have a powerful 
state-owned mass media to 
promote this ideology,” he 
told journalists. 

Georgy Satarov. a liberal 


Yeltsin media crackdown stirs fears for future 



Boris Yeltsin 

adviser to Mr. Yeltsin, called 
Mr. Shumeiko's words “the 
summit of totalitarian 
ideology.” 

In the aftermath of the Mos- 
cow uprising, in which more 
than 1/0 died, it is the radicals 
such as Mr. Shumeiko and Mr. 
Yeltsin Media Adviser Mikhail 


Poltoranin who hold the upper 
hand. 

More liberal aides who 
coaxed the president through a 
year of fruitless negotiation 
with parliamentary opponents 
take a back seat. 

Igor Golembiovsky, editor 
of the liberal Izvestia newspap- 
er, said he believed Mr. Yelt- 


sin had no personal authorita- 
rian designs. 

“But in a country as large as 
Russia, the president done 
doesn’t decide,” he told Reu- 
ters. “Various groups vie for 
^influence. One has won a vic- 
tory and doesn’t want to lose 
it. 

He saw the sacking of the 
two editors and summaiy ban- 
ning of other more militant 
a nationalist and communist 
publications as possing a 
broader threat to the media 
and democ racy. 

“The political situation in 
Russia has developed along 
such lines that the media are 
the only possible opposition,'' 
he said. 

Militant opposition orga- 
nisations such as the commun- 
ists, who had supported the 
parliamentary rebellion, had 
been banned. 

"They therefore have no 
direct channel for influencing 
public opinion. Now the last 
channel, the press, is becoming 
the object of attention from 
state authorities “I think this is 
a dangerous process,” he said. 

Viktor Loshak, deputy edi- 
tor of Moscow News Maga- 
zine, said Mr. Yeltsin was rail- 
ing to distinguish between 
newspapers that had openly 
provoked bloodshed and legiti- 
mate opposition. The former 
should be shut, but by the 
courts and not by personal 
whim. 

He saw a danger Mr. Yeltsin 


could push the opposition on 
to the streets in the campaign 
for December’s parliamentary 
elections. 

"The political pulse beats 
on. There are people who sup- 
port the communists and 
socialists and they do not go 
away. If their opinion is not 
expressed in newspapers it may 
come out at night in wall slo- 
gans, stickers or leaflets. If 
there are leaflets then the dan- 
ger is we may experience all 
mac can follow — underground 
organisations, terrorist red bri- 
gades.” 

A state of emergency, im- 
posed by Mr. Yeltsin at the 
height of the Oct. 3 uprising, is 
expected to be lifted on Sun- 
day or Monday. But radical 
aides such as Gennady Burbu- 
lis say the danger of a "reac- 
tionary-revanchist” movement 
remains. 

He may be right. 

Russia today is not a west- 
ern-style liberal democracy. 
The arms and violence that 
entered the political debate in 
early October were not purged 
with the storming of the White 
House. 

The argument of Mr. Yelt- 
sin's radical advisers, in ess- 
ence, is that militants ready to 
use arms and deceit cannot be 
purged using the instruments 
of courts ana litigation alone. 

As Mr. Yeltsin said when be 
abolished parliament on Sept. 
21, triggering the crisis, the 
interests of die nation are more 


Eastern European hopes fade on 


quick NATO membership 
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By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — Eastern Euro- 
pean hopes that they could join 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) soon are fad- * 
tng fast, as western leaders — 
under pressure from Russia — 
tine up to tell them that ex- 
panding the alliance is some 
way off. 

A string of statements from 
NATO members in recent days 
has made clear that an alliance 
summit -in January will not 
immediately open the door for - 
countries like Poland. Hungary-; 
and the Czech Republic to ' : 
join. • • ’ 

Germany, which had pushed 
the hardest for NATO to take 
in some former Warsaw Pact 
members who are worried ab- 
out regional instability and the 
chaos m Russia, has now toned 


down its support in what diplo- 
mats said was the most signifi- 
cant change. 

Denmark and France have 
also said they, do not favour 
rapid changes, while the Un- 
ited States. NATO's senior 
member, appears undecided so 
far. 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl has said he 'thought ex- 
panding NATO was a question 
for "a further-off future.” 

Germany and other NATO 
members got a shock- earlier 
Otitis month when Russian Pres- 
•i ident {Boris Yeltsin sent them a 
: tetter in which he- said Mos- 
-bow.' Clearly fMrtllg -Isolation, 
disapproved of expanding the 
alliance eastwards. 

But the armed rebellion in 
Moscow last week powerfully 
reinforced Mr. Yeltsins mes- 
sage. showing NATO that it 


could risk much if it upsets 
hardliners in Russian political 
and military' circles taking 
on new members. 

Mr. Kohl alluded to fears 
that Europe's biggest military 
power could turn against the 
west if it was not handled in a 
sensitive wav. ‘*1 know that 
everything that would come 
after Yeltsin would be much 
more difficult." he said. 

German Defence Minister 
Volker Ruehe has also been 
careful to underline recently 
that NATO should - make Rus- 
sia what he calls a "strategic 
. _i^tner”. jathg|jbanjsolg:e it., 

"Russia is a very important 
factor for lasting stability in 
Europe as shown in the past 
few days,” he said last week. 
"We will only achieve stability 
with, not against. Russia." 


Denmark said on Monday 
Eastern European nations 
should not expect to join soon, 
citing another argument — 
that expanding tne alliance 
could weaken its internal cohe- 
sion at a time of great instabil- 
ity in Europe. 

“Nobody can ask us to 
jeopardise our own security," . 
said Danish Prime Minister 
Pou! Nyrup Rasmussen. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe said last week he 
did not believe NATO should 
be expanded immediately. 

— The problem for NATO is 
how it should balance support 
fopRussia with the increasingly . 
urgent demands 4 of -Eastern 
European states who say that 
the problems in Moscow serve 
only to underline why they 
should be admitted to the 
alliance soon. 

Poland. Hungary, the Ciech 


Republic and Bulgaria have said 
their goal remains unchanged 
and they are unwilling to con- 
sider Mr. Yeltsin's alternative 

E roposal — that Russia and 
[ATO should jointly guaran- 
tee their security. 

NATO has so far refused to 
offer its former enemies mem- 
bership or security guarantees 
but has given them closer di- 
plomatic and military ties 
through a “Cooperation Coun- 
cil" that now groups more than 
30 countries. 

“It's now clear we can’t do 
.much for just one group of 
countries at the January sum- 
mit,”, saidone NATO official. 

“We have to limit ourselves 
for now to developing a twin- 
track approach that offers 
something real to everyone in 
terms of improved links, in- 
cluding Russia.” 


Commonwealth seeks new focus 
as apartheid rallying call fades 


By Peter Bale 

Reuter 

LONDON — The common- 
wealth is seeking to redefine 
itself now that the end of apar- 
theid in South Africa has rob- 
bed it of its great rallying point 
and source of tension. 

Leaders of 48 of the 50 mem- 
ber states meet in Cyprus next 
week to give new direction to 
the organisation which critics 
say is an irrelevant and un- 
• wanted legacy of colonialism. 
As usual. South Africa — 
'•••■ which pulled out of the Com- 
■- m on wealth in 1961 — is ex- 
r ■' .• peeled to be a major talking 

• point. 

With the emergence of a 
1 multi-racial South Africa, de- 
■- bate promises to be more con- 
stnictive than traditional rows 
between Britain and African 
states demanding action against 
Pretoria. - 

This year the Common- 
" wealth, which groups Britain 
- and its former colonies, may 
. '♦ look deeper at what its rote 

•: v -• should be in helping South 
, - ' •' Africa in its shaky transition to 
V democracy rather than penalis- 

ing it for its racial policies. 

B “We can prove that the 
’■ Commonwealth is about more 
-* than, confrontation on South 
- • ; African issues," British Fore- 

• ign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
said in a speech in advance of 

■ the meeting. 

Commonwealth Secretary- 
General Chief Emeka Any- 
. aoku hopes the meeting can 
address the promotion of 
J . democracy ana economic de- 
-..‘V velopment in South Africa and 
/ * elsewhere. 

. “if people remain wretched- 
ly poor and starving then 
• democracy and respect for hu- 
man rights-wiU mean nothing." 
he says. “So we pay equal 
attention, to' what the Com- 
monwealth can do to assist the 
i socio-economic development 
! of its- members.'"'. 

The Commonwealth must 
also practice what it preaches. 
Mr. Anyaoku lakes pride that 
only three Commonwealth 
slates remain under military or 
one-pany rule — down from 
eight in "1991. 

"For a. long time the Com- 


* 


monwealth seemed vulnerable 
to the charge that it declared 
itself in favour of noble princi- 

B les and yet a number its me lit- 
ers were always found want- 
ing,” he says. 

The last Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) in Harare in 1991 
helped shape a new course. It 
produced a declaration calling 
for "renewed vigour" in prom- 
oting democracy and develop- 
ing market economies in mem- 
ber states. 

Some critics say that the 
week-long Commonwealth 
meetings are a no more than a 
time-wasting gentlemen's club. 

"I’m a little bit sceptical ab- 
out its future.” says Professor 


Jack Spence of the Royal Insu- 
tute of International Affairs.” 
But I think it’s useful in a 
symbolic sense. It bridges the 
gap between first world and 
Third World states." 

The South African govern- 
ment has a difficult rela- 
tionship with the Common- 
wealth, an enemy from the old 
apartheid days. But the Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC), 
which expects to be the biggest 
party in the first democrati- 
cally-elected government, sees 
it as an important partnership. 

South Africa is expected to 
rejoin under a government led 
by ANC chief Nelson Mandela 
after elections due next April. 

“It’s an important bridge be- 


tween European interests and 
Africa,” said a senior ANC 
official. “It’s the only one to 
bring the north and south, east 
and west together." 

Such rhetoric pleases Com- 
monwealth enthusiasts. 

When British Prime Minister 
John Major meets other Com- 
monwealth leaders be does so 
not with the baggage of colo- 
nial master ana permanent 
member of the U.N. Security 
Council but as an equal, 
according to the organisation’s 
supporters. 

"Membership of the Com- 
monwealth is a comfortable, 
loose-fitting garment round 
our shoulders," said Mr. Hurd. 

Other states see it similarly 


and membership continues to 
rise — Cameroon may join. 
South Africa may return as 
could Fiji which left after a 
racially-motivated military 
coup. 

No one sees the republican 
movement in Australia, and to 
a lesser extent New Zealand, 
as a threat to the Common- 
wealth. Only 15 of the 50 mem- 
bers retain Queen Elizabeth as 
head of state. 

“‘It’s much more than the 
wasting face of an empire,” 
says Dr. Peter Lyon of the 
Institute of Commonwealth 
Studies and the University of 
London. “It’s a useful second 
order post-imperial interna- 
'tional organisation and 
anglophonic forum.” 
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important than those of “for- 
mal adherence to norms." 

Some supporters of Mr. 
Yeltsin's reforms nonetheless 
fear the interests of the nattoi 
could be lost in a power strug 
gle of the victors around tra 
president. The media may bt 
one victim, but the losses coukl 


go deeper as the elections 
approach. 

“The democratic organisa- 
tions will fall into several struc- 
tures which will spare nothing 
in fighting each other and their 
opponents for seats in parlia- 
ment," Mr. Golembiovsky 
said. 


“In this way they may begin 
to lose. It’s one thing to have 
supporters in Moscow, but 
another matter out there in the 
'distant Russian provinces. The 
Russian democratic move- 
ment, in the broad sense, is 
mistaken in thinking it is 
bound to win tbe elections." 
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AMMAN COMPUTER EXPO 


From 18-22 Oct. ’93 


AT 




AMMAN INTERNATIONAL MOTOR SHOW HAU. 

-AIRPORT ROAD- 

EXPO Hours: 10:00 - 13:00 & 16:00 - 21:00 

Latest Machines, Software, 
Hardware, Accessories, 
Lectures, And a Creative 
Individuals’ Booth 


Daily Lottery on Entry Tickets. 

Entry Tickets: Fils 500, Fils 250 For Students 


The Event is Organized by: 

JORDAN COMPUTER SOCIETY 

Tel. 683549 





Mitterrand denounces 
U.S. domination at 
Francophone summit 


PORT LOUIS (AFP) — 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand Saturday sought the 
backing of French-speaking 
nations for his country's 
opposition to a world trade 
pact, arguing that American 
cultural domination could spell 
disaster. 

He made the call against a 
background of stalled world 
rrade talks in the general 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). at the opening 
of fifth Francophone summit 
attended by representatives of 
47 nations. 

Separately, Mr. Mitterrand 
hailed the advance of democra- 
cy in Africa but said he feared 
the continent could regress 
quickly if poverty and under- 
development continued there. 
He pledged France would 
“continue to put priority on 
French-speaking Africa in its 
aid and development policy" 
and said efforts undertaken by 
the “countries of the North" 
were still “insufficient." 

Mr. Mitterrand demanded 
that cultural issues be kept out 
of the GATT accord, affirming 
that “it would be disastrous to 
assist the generalisation of a 
sole cultural model,'’ referring 


to European efforts to kee » 
out a flood of mass mark* t 
U.S. films and television prog- 
rammes. 

“What is at stake, and ther -* 
fore in peril, in the current 
negotiations is the right of each 
country to forge its imagina- 
tion and to transmit to future 
generations the representation 
of its own identity.” he said 
“we must preserve this herit- 
age together and declare that 
our cultures are not up for 
negotiation." 

U.N. Secretary Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali for his part 
stressed that the Francophone 
World should not consider it- 
self as “a citadel besieged” by 
English, saying there was a 
place for “multi-lingualism." 

The prime minister of 
Mauritius, Sir An e rood Jug- 
nauth had earlier opened the 
three-day summit appealing to 
recession-hit industrialised 
countries to resist protection- 
ism. 

“The economic recession 
must not lead the countries of 
the North to disengage from 
the developing countries," he 
said. 

Mr. Mitterrand, referring to 
France’s stand against a U.S.- 



Francois Mitterrand 

EC agricultural accord in the 
GATT's Uruguay Round, in 
return asked the participants 
for solidarity with France, reaf- 
firming that Paris would not 
agree to a GATT pact which 
was to the detriment of France 
and European countries. 

French farmers are enraged 
because the European Com- 
munity (EC) subsidies which 
allowed them to conquer near- 
ly a quarter of the world export 
market for grain this year are 
being severely cut back under 
the “Blair House” accord in 
the GATT's Uruguay Round. 

Market acce ss n egotiations 
involving GATT's 110-plus 
member countries are being 
held up in Geneva because 
France continues to resist the 
Blair House deal and the Un- 
ited States refuses to give an 
inch in the other direction. 


Hanbo 
chairman 
to visit 
Jordan 
this week 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Mr. Chung 
Tai-Soo, the chairman of Han- 
bo Group of the Republic of 
Korea will arrive Thursday on 
a six-day visit to Jordan to 
discuss with Jordanian officials 
and businesmen means of con- 
solidating business cooperation 
as well as investment prospects 
between prospects between 
Jordan and Hgnbo Group. 

Hanbo has been executing 
petroleum exploration projects 
in Risha and Sirhan areas since 
July, 1992 and in North Ghor 
Conversion project in the -Jor- 
dan Valley since January, 
1993. Hanbo has executed 
many major development pro- 
jects in Jordan since 1975 in- 
cluding Wadi Arab Dam and 
irrigation projects, raising of 
King Talal Dam, Irbid Water 
Supply projects, Deir Alla- 
Amman Water Supply pro- 
jects, and Royal Jordanian Air 
Force Operation Centres. 

Hanbo was honoured by His 
Majesty King Hussein by the 
awards of the Order of King 
Hussein Bin Ali on May 3, 
1983 and the First Order of 
Istiklal Medal on May 4, 1993 
in appreciation of its contribu- 
tion to the development pro- 
cess in the Kingdom. 


Euro Disney price 
cuts will not help 
profits, analysts say 


Turkey asks U.S. to help compensate for sanctions 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton said 
Friday he wanted to help Tur- 
key cope with the financial 
losses it has suffered because 
of the U.N. embargo on Iraq 
but without spending U.S. tax 
dollars. 

Mr. Clinton also ruled out 
negotiating with Kurdish guer- 
rillas to obtain freedom for an 
American kidnapped in east- 
ern Turkey Oct. 9 by the Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK). 

“We don’t bargain or negoti- 
ate with terrorists." Mr. Clin- 
ton told a joint news confer- 
ence with visiting Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Oiler. 

The PKK has repeatedly 
warned foreign tourists to sta/ 
out of eastern and southeast- 
ern Turkey, where its inde- 
pendence war launched in 1984 
has cost more than 7.500 lives. 

Tension in the region has 
risen steadily since may when 
PKK rebels broke a unilateral 
ceasefire declared in March. 


The PKK said.the American, 
named as Patrick Connor, was 
taken with a New Zealander, 
identified as Emis Dousar. 
and would be held until their 
governments officially con- 
tacted the PKK. 

Mr. Clinton said he intended 
to help Turkey deal with secur- 
ity problems within its own 
borders. 

The president heard and 
appeal from Ms. Oiler for help 
because the three-year-old 
embargo on Baghdad is hurt- 
ing Turkey's economy. 

“We discussed today some 
ideas for helping Turkey in 
that regard, some of which did 
not involve the direct outlay of 
lax dollars of the transfer from 
one government to another.” 
Mr. Clinton told a joint news 
conference with Ms. Ciller. 

Mr. Clinton gave no details 
of his ideas. He said U.S. and 
Turkish officials would talk 
further about the problem and 
that he would let Ms. Ciller. 


Turkey's first woman prime 
minister, make an announce- 
ment at the appropriate time. 

"We could not have con- 
ducted the successful operation 
in the Gulf war ...had it not 
been for the indispensable sup- 
port of Turkey ...they have 
paid- a significant economic 
price.” Mr. Clinton said. 

Turkey was Iraq's largest 
trading partner before the Gulf 
crisis and has lost an estimated 
$300 million- a year in transit 
fees since it dosed twin Iraqi 
oil export pipelines across its 
territory in August 1990. 

“Were going to have a very 
serious dialogue about that in 
an attempt to recognise the 
significant price that Turkey 
has paid for supporting not 


only the United States but the 
world's policies in this regard," 
Mr. Clinton said. 

Mr. Clinton said the two 
leaders discussed Turkey's role 
“in helping to play a stabilising 
role in a Dost of regional trou- 


ble spots” including former 
Yugoslavia, the Caucasus, 
Central Asia. Iraq and Iran. 

He praised the 47-year-old 
Turkish leader saying she “rep- 
resents a new generation of 
leadership in Turkish politics 
at a time when the world needs 
new leadership for a new era” 

Ms. Ciller picked up on Mr. . 
Clinton’s remark ana replied: 
“I think it's natural, since we 
both represent a generation, 
die generation of change, both of 
us want to do things differently 
and better," Mr. Clinton s 
also 47. 

She said Turkey “serves as a 
secular democratic model for 
her neighbouring countries 

— * ‘ - — J — * >iuralistk 

ikewise. 
urkey’s secularism acts to de- 


seeking to develop pjuralistic 

? 5jitical systems. Likewise. 

urkey’s secularism acts to de- 
flect the rising tick; of (Muslim) 


fundamentalism. ' 

Mr. Clinton said he was en- 
couraged after the talks about 
the Cyprus problem. 

“I was very impressed with 


what she said, and I lo ok fo r- 
ward to our common efforts to 
uy and resolve this in the near 
future,” he said. 

He said Ms. Ciller said she 
hoped to have a constructive 
relationship with Greece's new 
prime minister, Andreas 
Papandreou. and would push 
for elections in Turkish-con- gg 
trolled northern Cyprus by the 
end of November and for re- 
suming a dialogue between the 
Turkish and Greek Cypriot 
communities on confidence- 
building measures. 

“I think for a Turkish prime 
minister, that’s about all { 
could ask right now,” Mr. 
Ointon said. 

Ms. Ciller said maybe, “new 
methodology” is needed to 
solve the Cyprus issue. 

“I feel that a solution in 
Cyprus should be found, and 
as soon as possible. We feel 
that there are two communities 
there that need to come 
together." she said. 


French franc hits new low against mark 


PARIS ( R) — Plans to cut 
prices at the Euro Disney 
Theme Park will probably 
bring more people through the 
gates of the “magic kingdom" 
but could hurt its chances of 
making profits, share analysts 
say. 

Disney's fantasy world out- 
side Paris, complete with 
Mickey Mouse and rollercoas- 
ter rides, was expected to be a 
crowd-puller when it opened 
18 months ago. 

But attendances have lagged 
behind expectations, partly be- 
cause to steep prices for entry, 
hotel rooms and food. Recent 
bad weather and a protest by 
French farmers on Euro Dis- 
ney's doorstep have soured the 
stock for investment analysts. 

Just days after its shares hit 
an all-time low of 49.20 French 
francs ($8.60). Euro Disney 
SC A announced this week that 
it would offer rooms at as little 
at 300 French francs ($53) and 
would cut food prices. 

A Euro Disney spokesman 
said: “We're trying to make it 
a destination which is afford- 
able for everyone and offer an 
even wider price range." 

“I am not convinced it will 
add to profitability but it will 
add to visitors." said Natwest 
seller analyst Charles Allen. 

The park, the fourth to be 
built by Walt Disney Co. of the 
United Slates around the 
world, made a net loss of 1.08 
billion francs fSJSS.5 million) 


in the six months to end-March 
and some analysts expect a 
foil-year loss of nearly twice 
that. 

Media analyst Rebecca Win- 
nington-lngram at Morgan 
Stanley in London said the 
price cuts would probably en- 
courage more visits but noted 
they were not being applied to 
peak holiday periods like 
Christmans or Easter, when 
people really wanted to go. 

Mr. Allen said it would be 
hard to turn more but chaper 
visits into better returns. • 

“It is difficult to see how 
they will make any money. The 
ability to cut costs is just as 
important as getting people 
through the doors, " he said. 

The Euro Disney spokesman 
said the price cuts would not 
hit operating margins since 
rices at its more upmarket 
lotels and restaurants would 
remain the same. 

“We remain very strong on 
our top-of-t he- range seg- 
ment." he said, adding that the 
Theme Park also intended to 
increase the quality of its ser- 
vices. 

Analysts said that by 
slashing rates. Euro Disney 
was paying the price of asking 
too much Tor its services at the 
outset. 

When it opened. Mr. Allen 
said, the company charged too 
high a premium for the Disney 
brand on food and services. 
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PARIS (R) — The French 
franc hit an all-time low against 
the German mark Friday while 
a battle of wills heated up 
between currency markets and 
the Paris government. 

Dealers said many investors, 
as they did during the Euro- 
pean currency crisis last sum- 
mer, think French interest 
rates are intolerably high at a 
time of record 11.7 per cent 
unemployment and economic 
stagnation and that must be cut 
soon. 

But the governor of the 
Bank of France was at pains to 
say Friday there would be no 
change of tack and be denied 
that industry was suffering 
from the dear money policy 
Paris is pursuing to keep the 
franc up with the mark in the 


ran in to a European currency 
union by the end of the cen- 
tury. 

The franc briefly sank to 
3.5480 to the mark in relatively 
thin trade around lunchtime 
before recovering its poise to 
end around 3.5430, a centime 
or so below Thursday's dose. 

The franc's previous low 
against the mark had been 
3.5470 on Aug. 13, a fortnight 
after it was all but floated 
against the European anchor 
currency after the last round of 
market pressure on the ECs 
semi-fixed exchange rate 
mechanism (ERM). 

On Friday, it was 3.3 per 
cent below its former ERM 
floor. 

Jean-Francois Merrier, an 
economist at Salomon 


Brothers, said the currency 
market was set to remain very 
jumpy in the next few weeks 
and months, adding that he 
saw the franc settling around 
3.60 per mark in the medium 
term. 

“The market is completely 
speculative. People are going 
to try to push the franc down as 
for as possible,” one dealer 
said. 

Some traders said the dtp 
Friday was caused by Prime 
Minister Edouard BaQadur. who told 
reporters on a train trip to the 
western port of Nantes he was 
not worried about the franc's 
level, putting it down to a fit of 
unusual demand for the mark. 

He said: “I'm not at all 
worried. It’s not a bout of 


weakness of the franc, it is a 
bout of strength of the Deuts- 
chemark.” 

Bank of France Governor 
Jean-Gaude Trichet went out 
of his way to reassert that 
French policy is not for turn- 
ing. 

He told a financial confer- 
ence the central bank’s policies 
were very dear, twice repeat- 
ing this phrase: “The monetary 
policy followed by the Bank of 
France is a policy of internal 
and external credibility and 
stability of the currency.” 

That means keeping rates 
high enough to ensure inves- 
tors do not switch from France 
to Germany, where the Bun- 
desbank is using high rates to 
fight inflation fuelled by re- 
building in the east. 


Tin prices 
strengthen 

LONDON (R) — The price of 
tin strengthened Friday, on the 
belief that huge stocks over- 
hanging the market could soon 
start to fall, and is now about 
11 per cent above its recent 
lows, metal dealers said. 

A tonne of tin was fetching 
$4,810 on the London Metal 
Exchange, up $120, with its 
gains helped by news of possi- 
ble' output cuts by Brazil — 
one of the world’s biggest pro- 
ducers. 

“Sentiment has changed be- 
cause of that (the Brazil news) M 
and people are becoming more “ 
interested in buying the market 
now. What it needs is good 
consumer interest to follow it 
through,” one dealer said. 


Russia frees bread prices 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia freed 
bread prices Friday, scrapping 
one of the last big subsidies 
inherited from the economic 
planning of the Soviet era and 
worrying people on low incom- 
es. * 

The move did not im- 
mediately have a major impact 
on the price of a loaf in Mos- 
cow’s shops, where bread cost 
135 roubles, worth about 12 
cents, on Friday. 

But ITAR-TASS news agen- 
cy said the price would prob- 
ably rise soon and Muscovites 
began stocking up with bread 
just in case . 

“It’s a catastrophe,” said 
pensioner Yuri Zhukov, 63, 
speaking at a central Moscow 
metro station. “Prices will go 
up two or three times. Rus- 
sians love three things — 
bread, potatoes and cabbage. 
We have to have market re- 
forms, but they have to be 
done in a way that lets people 
live better.” 

The government has prom- 
ised bread allowances to help 


low-income families cope with 
the higher prices and it pro- 
vides special subsidies to the 
elderly. 

Bread prices have risen 
sharply since the government 
removed most price controls at 
the start of 1992 in a drive to 
transform a centrally-planned 
system to a market economy 
modelled on that in the West. 

But subsidies to farmers and 
producers bad capped the 
bread price rise. TASS said higher 
bread prices would bring costs 
into line with higher grain 
prices since the government 
decided in September to cut 
grain subsidies. 

The government said curb- 
ing grain subsidies would help 
bring the budget deficit under 
control and cut the need for 
credits. 

In a second attempt to rein m sab- 
s^ies and a surging budget 
deficit, Moscow trebled the 
price of a metro ride on Friday, 
bringing it to 30 roubles, or 
just under three cents. 

Student Oksana 


Mykbayfenko, 20, was wearily 
resigned to the price rise. 

“What am I supposed to 
think?” she asked. “A monthly 
metro pass is going to cost 900 
roubles (75 cents) and my 
monthly stipend is 7.000.” 

In another development, 
Russia’s central bank bowed to 
the government and to market 
pressure Friday, raising its key 
discount rate to a new high of 
210 per cent from 180 per cent. 

Under Russia’s complicated 
way of calculating interest 
rates, banks will actually pay 
an annual rate of almost 700 
per cent for funds the central 
bank. 

“The rate is still negative, 
when you look at year-on-year 
inflation of about 1,000 per 
cent, but money is beginning to 
be worth something," said one 
Western diplomat. 

“It is going to hurt,” a 
second diplomat said. “Banks 
are going to have to think 
before they borrow money 
from the central bank.” 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘If I could live my life over I’d marry 
again...but I’d wait ’til I’m 90!” 



IVE ALWAYS BEEN 
GOOD WITH HISTORICAL 
PATES. . 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY OCTOBER 17 f 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Rrghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The Moon is void of course most 
of the day so avoid making any 
important decisions or starting 
down new paths as they are likely 
to be plagued with false starts, 
errors and unexpected hassles. 


ARIES: (March 2] to April 19) 
The daytime finds you with some 
new and conservative ideas for 
getting more revenue with the 
aid of friends while later you can 
add some modem method. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is a day for you to consider 
various means for gaining your 
personal aims for you can prog- 
ress through these and a fellow 
associate wifi aid. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You can doset yourself with an 
influential person and get the 
backing you need for a private 
project after which add your own 
up to date ideas. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take some time out to 
arrange a jaunt with a friend of 
good judgment for whatever 
your joint purpose then include 
some unique goal to trip. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Whatever you have in mind in a 
woridy matter is best done with 
the additional opinion or assist- 
ance of an expert in the field of 
endeavour. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) A new project of import- 
ance to you requires the support 
of an outside partner if you are to 


get the greatest amount of be- 
nefit from this venture. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Seek out business per- 
sons with whom you would like 
to be associated and let them 
know how well you can work at 
your chosen vocation, then they 
will bade your goals. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You can best get 
an associate who needs much 
persuasion to do what you wish* 
by meeting at a plane of mutually 
enjoyable recreation. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) The type of 
activities in which you now are, 
or wish to engage are best made 
to operate to your satisfaction 
with the help of a family mem- 
ber. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A day for you to 
enhance your interest in the en- 
tertainments and amusements 
from which you get the greatest 
pleasure even though its a dis- 
tance to go to them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) It is necessary to 
first approach matters at home 
from a routine and accepted 
proven stance after which you 
can add some special ideas of 
your own. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your own judgment is very 
good now about how best to 
exercise your judgment where* 
adding to your present abund- 
ance is concerned so don't waste 
time. 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
i c by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words 


LELOI 

H 1 



■ 


u 

□ 

□ 


YARIF 



mmm 




GURDED 


mm 



u 


I BEIMIB 


mmm 

■ 
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WHAT THE 
=M6SEW<SER& I7IC7 
10 THE CONDUCTOR 
WHEN THE TR At hi 
WAS L4TE. 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
lo*m the surprise answer, as sup 
gesten by tne drove cartoon 
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Mutt'n’Jeff 


YOUR TROUBLE 
IS YOU ARE 
WORRYING 



OF COURSE!! HAD 
ANOTHER PATIENT 
WHO WAS WORRIED 
SICK ABOUT $300 
HE OWED A FRIEND 



X SIMPLY 
MADE HIM STOP | 
WORRYING 
ABOUT THE 
$300 AMP 
HE DID/ 




THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Costa — 
SCfcatrix 
8 Broadway 
auntie 

13 Redolence 

14 Fur wrap 

15 Lacking m 
Interest 

16 Shed tsars 

17 Readied an axe 
IB Mels' number 

19 Syrup base 

20 Red barrier, 
once 

22 Moved graduaBy 

24 Chttty Chitty 
Bang Bang 

25 Cart of sorts 
27 Climber’s 

hazard 

32 Putok’s "My 
Name Is — 

Lev- 

33 Seaside 

34 Word with 
dance or hold 

35 Gush forth 

36 Sends by post 

37 Grve acheer 
36 Social affair 

39 Moniker 

40 Grievance 

41 Approved 

43 Lost 
effeedvenass' 

44 Author John — 
Pbssos 

45 "Honey- 
moaners” name 

46 Expendive dales 
Si Notable tame 
S4JB1 — 

55 Housing 
document 

56 Spinnaker 

57 Delivered 

58 Computer 
key 

59 Ms Fertoer 

60 Slow 

61 Fret 

62 inquires 

DOWN 

1 Noisy quarrels 

2 Contrition 



»*•«* SvmcML me 
U aglm Rfetnad 


3 Snake 

4 Museum 
displays 

5 Rose 

6 Nutmeg state: 
abtor. 

7 Actor Baldwin 
0 Successful 

dieters 

9 Mystic 
incantation 

10 Pavarotti item 
It Skirt type 

12 First garden 
14 Termagant 

20 Stravinsky 

21 Favorable 
criticism 

23 Pused a pistol 


Puzzle Strived: 


SSSS nn^n ranrari 
nnna nonn nonn 
□□Hsnnnnn rfonn 
annranranss oobiir 
onDfn Hrnn ran 

ragna nnuionfln 

nnf?nn B KS ri WCTHfl 
nnnnH HE 13 ^Cllin 

uonran nnraran □r 

nnR unnn 

nnnarara ranQDnnra 

Rrannn cnnaHnSn 
□nnnn onmo nno 
janaran norm unn 


36 Pad projeetBes 


25 Moisten — 

2S Arboreal quaker 37 Shrill bark 
27 Tne French Chaf 39 Trampled 
40 Damon and 

29 Rainbow trout Pythias 
g? H nrew * 42 Unusual thmg 

31 Hunted congers 43 Ktchen gadget 
330iyf 45 Fix a seam 


48 Pant 

47 Butter subset 

48 Long and leai 

49 Dude 

50 Fence feMM 

52 Skating piaea 

53 Ah met 

5S Sargasso, o-g 
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Oman sees 10% spending 
rise in development plan 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman expects 
. spending in its 1991-1995 de- 
velopment plan to increase by 
nearly ID per cent despite weak 
oil prices,' an Omani official was 
■ quoted Friday as saying. 

Current and development 
expenditure in the plan, 
Oman’s fourth, bad been pro- 
jected at 9.45 billion Omani 
riyals ($24.8 billion) but the 
figure is expected to reach 10.3 
bilUon riyals ($26.8 billion), 
said Mohammad Ibn Musa A1 
Yusuf, secretary general of the 
State Development Council. 

“There are no plans for cut- 
ting investment and running 


expenditure. On the contrary, 
there will be an increase of 
around 10 per cent, 1 * he told 
.the United Arab Emirates dai- 
ly AJ Bayan. 

Omani officials said early 
this year they would reduce 
projected spending for 1993 
after oil prices plunged to their 
lowest level in three years be- 
cause' of excess supply by 
OPEC and other producers. 

Oil provides the bulk of 
Oman's revenues and a decline 
in prices over the past years 
has created a persistent de- 
ficit in its budget, forcing it to 
borrow from the local market 
through issuing bonds. 

Oman, which produces - 
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around 750.000 barrels per day 
of crude, now hopes current 
economic reforms and planned 
corporate taxes will enable it to 
tackle the deficit, which was 

projected at SI. 14 billion in 
1993. 

Oman is the only Gulf coun- 
try to draw up five-year de- 
velopment plans, which have 
been reported successful. In 
1992, the plan far exceeded the 
growth target of 6.1 per cent to 
Teach nine per cent, Mr. Yusuf 
said. 

“Initial figures indicate that 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP) in the first half of 1993 
exceeded the GDP in the same 
period of last year by 0.7 per 
cent. This is a good perform- 
ance in all standards,” he said. 

Mr. Yusuf said the current 
development plan envisaged 
issuing of bonds worth 450 
'alS ($1.17 billion) which he 
id would help absorb the 
'ge domestic liquidity. 
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U.S. trade worsens with Asia 

INGTON iBi overseas markets rebounded As for China — which is producing nations and south and central America. 


.WASHINGTON (R) — 
Although the United States 
reported a surprise drop in its 
chronic deficit on Friday, Asia 
bucked the global trend by 
posting still higher surpluses. 

The top sore spots: Japan 
and China. 

“Without question, both na- 
tions represent very serious 
long-term problems for us," 
said a source in the Clinton 
.administration. 

“Any reading of the future 
shows that the trade agenda 
between the U.S. and the Paci- 
fic will only become broader, 
deeper and way more tense," 
be said, requesting anonymity. 

The combined China-Japan 
shortfall accounted for more 
than three-quarters of the 
worldwide U.S. trade deficit. 

Indeed the Pacific rim was 
the only major trading bloc 
that saw its surplus with the 
United States widen in August, 
rising to $9.71 billion from 
July's $8.95 bilUon. 

American's overall trade gap 
shrank 6.8 per cent in August 
to $9.71 billion as sales in 


overseas markets rebounded 
after two weak months, the 
Commerce Department said. 

Exports grew by three per 
jpent to $38.21 billion while 
imports increased by only a 
fractional 0.8 per cent to 
$47.92 billion. 

While the China surplus is 
clearly rising, the Clinton 
administration source said the 
aggregate surplus of ‘"the three 
Chinas'* is static, as Hong 
Kong and Taiwan increasingly 
invest in and shift production 
to low-wage, high-growth Chi- 
na. 

“Expect a lot more offshore 
production by Japan too. But 
all along, these two nations 
have been the big drag and it's 
dear they continue to remain 
that way," said Michael Abo. 
senior international economist 
at Prudential Securities. 

The deficit with Japan rose 
to $5.26 billion from 54.74 
billion in July — more than 
half the overall deficit for Au- 
gust and the biggest single 
shortfall with Japan since 
April. 


As for China — which is 
creeping up as a bigger and 
bigger trade irritant for the 
United Stares — the deficit 
jumped to $2.43 billion from 
$2.27 billion the month before. 

In contrast, the Commerce 
Department reported a lower 
deficit with western Europe, 
North America, the European 
Tree Trade Association, oil- 



TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 


Tuesday Closed 


Phone : 685211 
Fax : 617779 

Mid del East Hotel - Shmeisani 


IORDAN PHOSPHATE MINKS 
WmB CO LTD 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO BID 
NO. 35F/93 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 35F/93 
(for the design, manufacture, supply, delivery to 
site, supervision of erection and commissioning 
services of central workshops, vehicle workshop 
and main warehouse at Eshidiya Mines). 

The bid is financed by the Islamic Development 
- Bank (IDB) - Jaddeh 

The bidding documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time, Monday 15.11. 1993. Application 
for documents should be accompanied by a 
non-refundabie fee of JD200 for each set of 
bidding documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 14:00 hours 
local time Wednesday, Dec. 15, 1993. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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The first & best 
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in Jordan 
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- Chinese, Thai, Philtlptno, Indonlslan & 
Malaysian specialities 

• Five branches all over the world and now one 
In Amman. 

- Live Band 

- World wide programmes VIA satellite 




Hours; 12 Noon 12 Midnight 
"7*' days a week 


46 Buhiuri Street 2 nd circle , Jabal Amman Opposite French Loaf Tel 653482 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30 -T1 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Tbwards 3rd circle 
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* Energy-saving lamps 
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Yeltsin calls constitutional vote 


Russia’s Choice starts campaign 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia kick- 
ed off its parliamentary elec- 
tion campaign Saturday when a 
major group backing President 
Yeltsin beta its founding con- 
gress promising economic sta- 
bility and order if it wins. 

But the president himself 
failed to shoiw up, saying that 
although he backed the aims of 
the group, called Russia's 
Choice, he had to be seen to 
represent all Russians. 

Leading reformer Yegor 
Gaidar, who returned to Mr. 
Yeltsin's administration last 
month not long before it put 
down a bloody hardline revolt 
on Oct. 3-4, rold about 1,000 
delegates Russia's Choice 
could promise a better life only 
after the Dec. 12 parliamen- 
tary vote. 

“This will be a party of 
order, of democratic and mar- 
ket order," he said in the con- 
gress hall, which was decorated 
with election posters showing- 
reformist Tsar Peter the Great 
on horseback and with mock- 
ups of traditional Russian land- 
marks such as Moscow's onion- 
domed St Basil's Cathedral. 

The aim is to turn the bloc 
into a party. 

“We cannot offer a lot but 
we can promise a stable cur- 
rency, stable power, stable leg- 
islation protecting private 
property and the distribution 
of state funds to protect those 
in need,'' said Mr. Gaidar, a 
first deputy prime minister and 
the driving force behind the 
grouping and Mr. Yeltsin's 


market reform programme. 

Post-Communist Russia suf- 
fers from rampant inflation, a 
large budget deficit and has 
embarked on a transition to a 
Western-style economy. 

Power struggles, which cul- 
minated in this month's blood- 
shed, have meant political in- 
stability and also hampered re- 
forms. 

The chief of Mr. Yeltsin's 
administration, SeTgei Filatov, 
said the president sent his 
greetings to the congress and 
added Russia's Choice should 
become the “start of the con- 
solidation of all democratic 
forces in Russia." 

“Despite his political sym- 
pathies, he will not take part in 
today’s congress," Mr. Filatov 
said, saying Mr. Yeltsin felt he 
had to represent all Russia’s 
ISO million people. 

Two other smaller groupings 
were holding similar congres- 
ses Saturday. 

Mr. Yeltsin Friday moved to 
strengthen his grip on power 
by ordering a referendum on a 
post-Soviet constitution to be 
held on the same day as the 
vote for a new two-chamber 
legislature. 

The existing constitution was 
at the heart of the conflict with 
parliament, which Mr. Yeltsin 
disbanded on Sept. 21. After a 
siege and standoff, forces loyal 
to Mr. Yeltsin stormed the 
White House parliament build- 
ing on Oct. 4. 

Scores died and dozens woe 
captured. But some rebels! 


escaped through secret tun- 
nels. 

The Security Ministry said it 
had captured one of the Krem- 
lin's most wanted men, hard- 
line nationalist deputy Ilya 
Konstantinov, who fled the 
White House. 

It said security police 
arrested him without a struggle 
Friday. He was not armed but 
had shaved off his beard to 
change his appearance. He is 
being held in Moscow’s Lefor- 
tovo Prison, where other hard- 
line parliamentary leaders are 
incarcerated. 

On Friday, the prosecutors 
began presenting charges 
against top Yeltsin foes, in- 
cluding Parliament Chairman 
Ruslan Khasbulatov and sack- 
ed Vice-President Alexander 
Rutskoi. 

The charges were for orga- 
nising mass disturbances, an 
offence carrying a maximum 
15-year jail term. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Friday the 
referendum would take place 
on Dec. 12, the same day as 
parliamentary elections, to try 
to speed up work on replacing 
a much-amended constitution 
first introduced in Communist 
times. 

“Work on the constitution 
has been going on for almost 
three years, which is more than 
long enough,” Mr. Yeltsin said 
in a televised interview. 

He said a referendum was 
the most democratic way to 
change the system. 

“The time of Soviet 


coming to an end,” Mr. Yeltsin 
told the television interviewer. 
“Thank God for that" 

In other moves to strengthen 
his position Friday, Mr. Yelt- 
sin changed the electoral law to 
allow government ministers .to 
run for seats in the lower 
chamber, the state Duma. 

This improves his chances of 
being supported by the new 
legislature. The old parliament 
often challenged him. 

Mr. Yeltsin also sacked Fust 
Deputy Prosecutor-General 
Yevgeny Lisov, .moved two de- 
puties to other posts and 
named four new deputies to 
the prosecutor-general, ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. 

ft gave no reasons but Mr. 
Yeltsin appeared to be moving 
supporters into the top ranks 
of the legal authorities. 

Other moves to consolidate 
Mr. Yeltsin's power since the 
rebellion have included mea- 
sures to bring Tcbeffions region- 
al authorities into line and a 
crackdown opposition media. 

The Kremlin said a state of 
emergency in force in Moscow 
since Oct. 3 would be lifted as 
planned on Oct. 18, but a 
senior legal official said a 
strong police contingent would 
remain in the capital. 

Meanwhile, the families of 
conservative deputies who 
took part in the parliamentary 
rebellion . against President 
Yeltsin were ordered Friday to 
leave their government-owned 
flats. Interfox reported. 


Serbs pound Sarajevo with artillery N. Korea 

SARAJEVO (R) — Serbs just before dawn. Serb forces Asked why the Bosnian CJiVQ if 

pounded Sarajevo with a bar- responded with heavy artillery army should risk such a mas- &CXj o H 

rage of artillery rounds Satur- into the old town district of the sive response for the sake of « j . 

day. shutting down the city's capital. firing a few mortar rounds, YtfOlllfl /IPf 

m n fkalUiin r’/xl Ailrman coiH tH#» C^rkc PaI A ikmen eold* mimv TT %/A- B 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serbs 
pounded Sarajevo with a bar- 
rage of artillery rounds Satur- 
day. shutting down the city's 
airport in the heaviest shelling 
of the Bosnian capital for 
several weeks. 

Sarajevo Radio said the Bos- 
nian government army retook 
the town of Cazin in the break- 
away Muslim enclave of Bihac 
after rebel Muslims captured it 
without a fight Friday. The 
Bosnian government radio re- 
port could not be confirmed 
independently. 

Led by the northwestern 
Bihac pocket's self-declared 
President Fikret Abdic, the re- 
bels declared autonomy last 
month when Sarajevo effec- 
tively rejected the latest Gene- 
va peace plan. 

The artillery barrage on 
Sarajevo started early Satur- 
day morning and went on 
through the afternoon, 
together with sniper and 
machinegun fire, a Reuter 
journalist reported. 

The U.N. -controlled 
Sarajevo Airport was closed 
because of the attack. United 
Nations officials said. 

It was not clear when the 
U.N. would reopen the air- 
field, which is a vital link for 
aid to the city's 380,000 inhabi- 
tants who receive most of their 
relief supplies by air. 

Colonel Bill Aikman. a 
spokesman for the U.N. Pro- 
tection Force, said Muslim-led 
Bosnian units had fired about 
10 mortar rounds at the. Serbs 


just before dawn. Serb forces 
responded with heavy artillery 
into the old town district of the 
capital. 

Col. Aikman said the Serbs 
were using 151mm artillery. 
“That’s pretty heavy stuff," he 
told reporters. 

One of the city’s main hos- 
pitals reported four people 
wounded by sniping and shell- 
ing Saturday morning. More 
casualties were expected. 

Col. Aikman said the Serbs 
used tanks to fire at the suburb 
of Dobrinja near the airport 
and had moved more tanks 
into the area. “There are more 
tanks out there than normal,” 
be said. 

A house used by U.N. milit- 
ary observers to monitor the 
fighting had been targetted by 
mortar fire, assumed to be 
from the Serbs, Col. Aikman 
said. Four rounds landed in the 
garden, blowing out the win- 
dows but causing no casualties. 

Describing the Serb re- 
sponse to the 10 or so Bosnian 
mortar rounds fired early 
Saturday morning. Col. Aik- 
man said: "You spoke me in 
the chest, I pound the living 
daylights out of you, that's sort 
of the routine around here.” 

Col. Aikman said the Serbs 
were moving troops around 
Sarajevo. 

"There have been a whole 
series of troop movements 
around the town, but one can- 
not predict whether it’s an 
attack or whether it’s just a 
movement of troops.” 


Asked why Ibe Bosnian 
army should risk such a mas- 
sive response for the sake of 
firing a few mortar rounds. 
Col. Aikman said: “I guess 
they're just trying to show that 
they can maintain their end. 
There are so many things in 
this country that I cannot ex- 
plain.” 

In central Bosnia, the 
Muslim-held part of Gronji 
Vakuf came under heavy Croat 
artillery and tank fire at dawn. 
Friday, Col. Aikman said. s 
Three Bosnian Croat tanks 
moved into the town, firing as. 
they went. 

A private, mostly Muslim 
relief convoy inched its way 
toward Tuzla m central Bosnia 
Saturday despite fears it could 
meet the same fate as a column 
attacked and decimated by 
Croat forces last summer. 

British peacekeeping troops 
were scrambling to devise a 
plan for monitoring — and 
perhaps protecting — the pri- 
vate convoy: 

“I have problems every day, 
bat on the Richter Scale of 
problems this one ranks quite 
high," said Lieutenant-Colonel 
Alastair Don can, the British 
commander of central Bosnia. 

Dubbed by U.N. peacekeep- 
ers "Convoy of Joy II — The 
Nightmare Returns" after 
June’s catastrophic venture, 
the relief column embarked 
with 86 vehicles, including 
trucks and buses. Unarmed 
Muslim civilians drove about 
80 per cent of them. 


Homeland chief: De Klerk is award disgrace 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
The ruler of the Transkei black 
homeland said Saturday the 
awarding of the Nobel Peace 
Prize to South African Presi- 
dent F. W. De Klerk was a dis- 
grace. 

Major-General Bantu 
Holomisa said Mr. De Klerk 
did not deserve it because of a 
South African army raid on an 
alleged guerrilla base in Trans- 
kei last week in which five 
youths were killed. 

Mr. De Klerk, who was 
jointly awarded the peace prize 
with African National Con- 
gress ( ANC) leader Nelson 
Mandela Friday for their 
efforts to end the white 
domination of South Africa, 
has acknowledged he sanc- 
tioned the raid. 

“It is a disgrace that a man 
who sanctioned a cross-border 
raid which led to the killing of 
youngsters could be awarded 
such a prestigious peace 
prize," Gen. Holomisa told 
Reuters by telephone from his 
capital Umtata. 

The military ruler appealed 
to all organisations as well as 
groups taking part in South 
African democracy talks to 
join him in pressing for the 
award to be withdrawn. 

Mr. De Klerk's government 
said it attacked a house in the 
nominally independent home- 
land because it was used by the 
Azanian People's Liberation 
Army (APLA). 

The APLA, armed wing of 
the black Pan Africanist Con- 
gress (PAC), denies this and 
says all the victims were chil- 
dren. 

Gen. Holomisa Saturday 
gave South African ambassa- 
dor to the tribal homeland 


Horace Van Rensburg until 
noon Monday to quit his post. 

Speaking at the funeral here 
for the five youths slain by 
South African commandos, 
Gen. Holomisa said he had 
proof that the Oct. 8 raid had 
been coordinated from the 
South African embassy in 
Umtata. 

More than 10,000 people 
crowded into a stadium in the 
Transkei capital Saturday to 
mourn the five youths. 

The rest of the city was 
peaceful and nearly deserted. 
Shopkeepers closed for the day 
in fear of unrest after a memo- 
rial service for the five victims 
Wednesday erupted into 
rioting. 

Winnie Mandela, a militant 
member of the African Nation- 
al Congress, told the mourners 
Saturday that ANC and Pan 
Africanist Congress guerrillas 
should join forces in response 
to the deaths of the five 
youths, three of whom were 
sons of a 'PAC activist. 

“If we do not unite after this 
massacre here in this town, we 
shall never unite again,” she 
said as the funeral service 
began. 

The ANCs armed wing has 
laid down its weapons, and 
Nelson Mandela and other 
negotiators have opened talks 
with the government on ending 
apartheid. Militants like Win- 
nie Mandela, estranged wife of 
the ANC leader, have accused 
the ANC leadership of selling- 
out poor blacks in a rush to get 
into power. 

The PAC also is negotiating 
with the government, but has 
not called off its armed 
struggle. 

Criticism mounted Saturday 
over the awarding of the Nobel 


Peace Prize to Mr. De Klerk, 
with black hardliners saying fie 
did not deserve to share the 
honour with Mr. Mandela. 

A backlash had been ex- 
pected by Nobel Committee 
Chairman Francis Sejersted 
who, in announcing the award 
Friday, said some people might 
not regard Mr. De Klerk and 
Mr. Mandela men of peace and 
admitted the committee was 
.“taking a risk.” 

While world leaders and 
moderate South African lead- 
ers have hailed the decision, 
the announcement was re- 
ceived with hostility in extrem- 
ist circles in South Africa. 

The Pan Africanist Congress 
(PAC), which broke away 
from Mr. Mandela's African 
National Congress m 1989 over 
whether whites should be 
allowed to join the fight 
against apartheid, said the 
Nobel Committee had re- 
warded “an oppressor" by giv- 
ing the prize to Mr.' De Klerk. 

Benny Alexander, general 
secretary of the PAC, said it 
was “The first time in history 
that an oppressor has been 
called a man of peace." 

Mr. De Klerk has admitted 
he authorised the Transkei 
raid, but said it was only after 
he had received concrete evi- 
dence that the house was used 
as a guerrilla base by the 
PACs military wing, the Aza- 
nian People’s Liberation Army 
(APLA). 

"I did not order that chil- 
dren be killed," he said in a 
radio interview Friday, adding 
that he would have been irres- 
ponsible not to have taken 
pre-emptive steps to prevent 
guerrilla attacks on South Afri- 
can citizens. 


against 

sanctions 

TOKYO (R) — North Korea 
said Saturday it would act in 
self-defence if the international 
community tried to impose 
sanctions against Pyongyang 
over its refusal to allow inspec- 
tions of its nuclear facilities. 

A U.S. State Department 
spokesman said Friday the Un- 
ited States could push for U.N. 
sanctions against North Korea 
within weeks if Pyongyang 
does not let international in- 
spectors visit two suspected 
nuclear sites. 

“There’s not a specific dead- 
fine that has been set, but it’s 
dear that if the continuity of 
safeguards themselves are 
broken ...we have to refer the 
matter back to the United Na- 
tions Security Council for 
further discussion and for 
direct action, 1 ’ spokesman 
Michael McCurry said. 

Japan has also openly ex- 
pressed its concern over Pyon- 
gyang's nuclear programme 
which communist North Korea 
insists is for peaceful purposes 
only. 

North Korea, whose eco- 
nomy has been hit badly by the 
collapse of the Soviet Bloc, 
responded quickly to the threat 
of sanctions. 

“If Japan and other hostile 
forces venture something like 
international sanctions, we will 
have no other alternative but 
to take an appropriate self- 
defensive measure,” a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said, 
quoted by the official Korean 
Central News Agency moni- 
tored in Tokyo. 

He gave no details. 

It it not dear whether China, 
the dosest ally of North Korea, 
would support a proposal for 
U.N. sanctions or what form 
those measures would take. 

Earlier Saturday, the Com- 
munist Party newspaper 
Rodong Sinmun said the only 
way to resolve the crisis was 
direct talks with Washington. 

“The nuclear issue on the 
Korean peninsula can be set- 
tled only between the DPRK 
(North Korea) and the United 
States because it is the United 
States that caused this problem 
and is standing in the way of its 
solution,” the offidal daily 
said. 

It said the nudear problem 
began when the United States 
brought nudear weapons into 
South Korea. 

North Korea has baulked at 
inspection of the suspected 
sites by the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA). 

“No third party can take the 
place of the United States. 
Herein lies another reason why 
the nudear issue on the Ko- 
rean peninsula can be solved 
only through DPRK (North 
Korea)-USA talks,” the daily 
said. 

Mr. McCurry said Washing- 
■ ton could push for U.N. sanc- 
tions against Pyongyang within 
weeks if it does not let IAEA 
inspectors visit the two sus- 
pected nuclear plants. 



Photo supplied by Greenpeace shows the Rus- 
sian Navy tanker TNT-27 bound for a damp site 


in the Sea of Ji 
waste (AFP pho 


Russians caught trying to dump 
nuclear waste in Sea of Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — A Green- 
peace vessel off the coast of the 
Russian Far East intercepted 
Saturday a Russian Navy con- 
voy preparing to dump a ship- 
load of radioactive waste into 
the Sea of Japan, the interna- 
tional environmental group 
said. 

“The dumping convoy is ex- 
pected to reach its dumpsite in 
the Sea of Japan, around 240 
nautical miles west of Hok- 
kaido, later tonight,” Green- 
peace’s Tokyo office said. 

Greenpeace said the Russian 
convoy — a tanker laden with 
radioactive waste being towed 
by a tug and escorted by a 
scientific monitoring vessel — 
left the Pavlovs k submarine 
base 50 kilometres east of Vla- 
divostok at 9:30 (0030 GMT). 

Japan Broadcasting Corp. 


(NHK) showed footage of 
three vessels heading out to sea 
in its main evening news bulle- 
tin, accompanied by separate 
footage shot from the Green- 
peace ship showing close-ups 
of a convoy on the high seas. 
NHK said the tanker was cap- 
able of carrying 900 tonnes of 
liquid waste. 

Greenpeace said its inves- 
tigations showed the waste was 
“primarily reactor coolant and 
cleaning waters from the Rus- 
sian Pacific Fleet's dilapidated 
nuclear-powered submarines." 

But it added that its patrol 
vessel reported seeing “several 
containers” on the deck of the 
tanker “which could be solid 
radioactive waste.” 

The liquid waste is expected 
to be “dumped directly into 
the sea with no containment,” 


Blaze destroys part of Kashmir shrine 


SRINAGAR, India (AFP) — 
A fire destroyed a wooden 
prayer hall at an Islamic shrine 
bousing a holy relic here Satur- 
day as several thousand Indian 
troops laid siege to the com- 
plex to flush out . Kashmiri ' 
Muslim militants holed up in- 
side. 

Police arrested 25 suspected 
militants who tried to flee the 
shrine where a lock of the 
Prophet Mohammad’s hair is. 
on display. But several dozen 
other armed rebels remained 
barricaded inside,, officials . 
said. 

The siege by up to 10,000 
army soldiers and paramilitary 
border security force troops 
began late Friday after Muslim 
gunmen allegedly opened fire 
from inside the shrine, killing a 
student who was passing by. 


An official spokesman of the 
Kashmir administration stres- 
sed that the blaze did not dam- 
age the white-stone Hazratbal 
Shrine itself but engulfed an 
older section of the complex 
where Muslim women are per- . 
mitted to pray. 

Deafening explosions at 
12:40 p.m. (0710 GMT) pre- 
ceded the inferno in tire prayer 
hall near the shrine overlook- 
ing Nagin Lake, witnesses said. 

Ram Mohan Rao, the Kash- 
mir administration's main 
spokesman, accused Muslim 
secessionists of torching tile 
hall which also served as a 
hostel for pilgrims. 

“The holy relic of Prophet 
Mohammad is safe, but the 
prayer hall is completely gut- 
ted," said a fire department 
spokesman after firefighters 



500 Tamils detained in Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO (Agencies) — Sri Lankan troops rounded up 
about 500 Tamil youths in a single day of search operations 
around Colombo as part of tight security measures to capture 
Tamil rebels in the capital, military sources said Saturday. 
Heavily armed government forces Friday searched houses in 
various parts of Colom bo fo r members of the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), the sources said. The Island 
newspaper reported Saturday that Sir Lanka’s Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas deployed nine back-up suicide bombers along a 
parade route in case the rebel who blew up President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa in May botched his mission. The 
independent paper's lead story said nine Tamil rebels wearing 
“body-bombs” had been in the May Day procession in 
Colombo, a safe distance from where Mr. Premadasa was 
blown up by a rebel who also had explosives strapped to his 
body. “If (the assassin) did not get his quarry, they would have 
moved in and blasted themselves along with the president," 
the paper quoted a detained Tamil rebel activist as telling 
police investigators. 

U.K. may drop plans for missile 

LONDON (R) — The British Air Force could be forced to 
drop plans for a new tactical nudear air-to-surface missile to 
replace its ageing free-fall bombs under defence spending cuts, 
political sources said Saturday. Defence Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind is expected to tell parliament next week that the 
government is to shelve the plans, the sources said. The 
Defence Ministry refused to comment on whether or not Mr. 
Rifkin d would make such an announcement. 

U.N. flight reaches Angolan city 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — U.N. aid workers Friday flew 
their first mercy mission to the central Angolan city of Cuito in 
nine months and described a “Dante's Inferno” where 15,000 
to 35,000 people had died during a UNITA rebel siege. A 
spokeswoman for the U.N. World Food Programme (WFP) in 
Harare said her colleagues in Angola described a dty 
devastated by war where 30 to 40 people were dying daily from 
starvation. “They said it was worse than anyone had thought, 
just like Dante's Inferno.” Mercedes Sayaguez told Reuters by 
telephone. “At least 15,000 are dead, maybe 20,000, and it 
could go as high as 35,000." Ms. Sayaguez said U.N. officials 
in Luanda were meeting urgently to believe what kind of food 
and medications to fly in. She said the U.N. assessment team 
which returned to Luanda Friday after a one-day mission to 
assess humanitarian need in Cuito said the one hospital was 
packed with 1,200 wounded from mines and fighting and had 
no pills or medicine. 

Spain’s Fraga makes last stand 

MADRID (R) — Spain's most durable and controversial 
right-wing politician, Manule Fraga Iribame, fights his last 
big political battle Sunday when he bids for re-election as 
president of the autonomous region of Galicia. A minister 
under dictator Francisco Franco and in the government 
immediately after Gen. Franco’s death, Mr. Fraga heads the 
conservative Popular Party (PP) drive to retain change of the 
P°or region of northwest Spain for a further four years. Mr. 
Fraga, 71, is adamant this will be the last time he stands for 
senior political office. 


managed to extinguish the 
blaze. 

Officials said an unspecified 
number of pilgrims were be- 
lieved to be inside the hilltop 
shrine, officials said. Troops 
sealed off access to the com- 
plex and used loudhailers to 
make repeated appeals on the 
militants to surrender. 

“Militants tried to camouf- 
lage themselves as pilgrims and 
escape. So we have to screen 
them all.” said Kashmir’s new- 
ly appointed Police Chief* 
M.N. Sabarwal after police 
rounded up the 25 suspected 
rebels. 

Kashmiri officials said “Op- 
eration Flnshout” had been 
ordered amid fears that the 
militants woudl try to remove 
the holy relic in a bid to spark 
Muslim protests in Kashmir- 


Russia 

to press 
for CFE 


treaty 

relief 



VIENNA (AFP) — Russia is 
earnestly pressing t he W est to 
suspend part of the CFE treaty 
to enable it to deploy greater 
forces in war-wracked Cau- 
casus, diplomats said here Fri- 
day. 

Russia has taken the unusual 
step of sending two top gener- 
als, its deputy chief of general 
staff and the head of the De- 
fence Ministry’s treaty section, 
to Vienna to drum up support 
for the suspension among the 
signatory states,- the diplomats 
said. 

The treaty on Conventional 
Arme d Forces in Europe 
(CFE) effectively ended the 
cold war when signed in Paris 
in November 1990 as it stated 
that the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) and 
Warsaw Pact states were no 
longer enemies and committed 
them to reduced quantities of 
non-nuclear weapons. 

But Mosco w no w wishes to 
suspend the CFE’s Article 5, 
which imposes a ceiling on the 
conventional weapons Russia 
may deploy in the Caucasus. 

The generals argue that with 
civil wars in Georgia and Azer- 
baijan, and the rise of Islamic 
fundamentalism in the region, 
Russia needs more tanks, 
armoured cars and artillery 
than Article 5 allows, the di- 
plomats reported. 

Western states, however, 
are opposed to any tampering 
with CFE. 6 

To suspend part of the treaty 
would open pandora’s box, 
provoking requests for mod- 
ifications from other signatoiy 
states. Western diplomats said. 

Some Western diplomats in 
Vienna said that the suspen- 
sion of request has been moti- 
vated not by President Boris 
Yeltsin but by the Russian 
military. 


radioactive 


the group said. “The accom- 
panying monitoring vessel is 
believed to be measuring for 
gamma radiation ax the dump- 
site.".. *• 

“Russia is dearly hoping 
that no one will notice,” 
Greenpeace activist John 
Sprang© said from aboard the 
group's Dutch-registered ves- 
sel, which left Hokkaido last 
week with a 24-member inter- 
national crew. 

Japan is to protest Russian 
plans to resume dumping of 
radioactive waste into the Sea 
of Japan, Kyodo News Service 
quoted a Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial as saying Saturday. 

“Japan will express concern' 
about this dumping,” a minis- 
try official told the Japanese 
News Agency. 


First lady dishes .. 
peas, repeat of 
broccoli-gate? 

NEW YORK (R) — One lesson ( 
the Clintons apparen tly _ d idn’t > 
learn from the Bush administra- 
tion was that you shoul d never ' 
criticise a vegetable. Pea growers ? 
and processors are defending the 
vegetable after Hfflaiy Rodham j 
Ginton, the adminstration’s 
health guru, said Thursday that 
“hardly anybody likes green • 
peas.” “Peas are holding their- & 
own. We think there's a large 
group of consumers who want ’ 
peas,” shot bade Teny Thomp- - 
son, a spokesman for PUjsbtoyY 
Green Giant Vegetables in Mm- ' 
neapolis. Mr. Thompson, stres- 
sing they were taking the whole 
flap in good humour, said that, 
peas account for ‘^significant part 
of out business in canned ana . 
frozen.” Former President' 
George Bush provoked a storm 
of criticism when be said he never 
liked broccoli. “I am president oT‘- 
the United States and I am not, 
going to eat any more,” he said.. 

The first lady’s comments came 
during a New York taping session 
for the “Sesame Street” televi-,. 
son programme. i 

Veteran wins 
$75,000 for stress 
from movie 

SANTA ROSA, California (AP) . 

— A veteran who said he flashed., 
back to a Vietnam battleground 
when explosions and gunfire ■ 
erupted on the set of a Sylvester - •” 
Stallone movie received 575,000, 
in- an out-of-court settlement, his; jl 
lawyer said. Universal Pictures * 
failed in its promise to warn Ed 
Munis before setting off explo-’ 
sons near his Santa Rosa home . 
during the 1991 filming of Stem' 

Or My Mom Will Shoot ms 
lawyer, James Barrett, said. A. 
call to Universal Pictures’ lawyer . £r 
for comment Friday was not mi- 
mediately returned. Explosions, - 
gunfire and the sound of a land- . 
ing C l 19 cargo plane convinced 
Mir. Munis that he was back* 
watching the North Vietnamese, 
overrun his infantry company, his . 
lawyer said. “Munis was truly- 
back in Vietnam. He grabbed bis 
wife, threw her on the floor and 
was looking for VC to come 
through the window,” Mr. Bar-' 
rett said. “He had a true psycho- 
tic break." Mr. Munis, 46, re- 
ceived the Purple Heart and the 
Bronze Star for his army service i, 
Veterans Affairs had designated' 
him 50 per cent disabled from 
post-traumatic 1 stress ’ disorder) 1 - ” 
but after Mr. Munis’ movie- 
related flashbacks that Was mr * “ 
creased to 100 per cent. 

Roberts, Hannah 
worst dressed — ^ 

People magazine 


f -i 


NEW YORK (R) — : Actresses 
Daryl Hannah and Julia Roberts 
may have found love this year but 
it has done nothing to improve 
their wardrobes, according to ; 
People magazine. The gossip • 
weekly put both stars on its list of I 
the 10 worst dressed people of the ; 
year. On the more positive side, ; 
people also released the 10 best • 
dressed list, a group that includes ■ 
talk-show host Joan Rivera, U.S. 1 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- * 
opher and Actress Sharon Stone, ; 
better known on screen for what' 1 
she leaves out of her wardrobe. 
Hannah, who is dating John F.’ 
Kennedy Jr. was called a sartorial ■ 
eyesore by the magazine, -tt 
Roberts, who recently wed singer' - 
Lyle Lovett, was described as a ■ 
worst-dressed “veteran," a label- • 
.that has done little to hurt her' : 
popularity over the years. It said ; 
her wedding dress, bought 6y ; 
Lovett, was “the most stylish ■ 
thing she wore all year." Whoopi • 
Goldberg, who has been enough ' 
controversy following her X- ; 
rated Roast by the Friars Club in 
New York earlier this month, was • 
criticised for a wardrobe that r uns 
“from workout gear and sneakers 
to her. green and grape-juice-' ■ 
coloured, Oscar’s gown." Men! - 
were also uot spared, with Burt ' 
Reynolds, singers Garth Brooks-, 
and Anthony Keidis, and actor 
Robert Downey Jr. running afoul 
of People s fashion monitors. 

Joseph Kennedy , • | 
to wed on Oct. 23 

BOSTON (AP) — U.S. Rep.- - 
Joseph Kennedy said Friday he : ' 
and fiancee Beth Kelly will wed ! 
on Oct. 23 in a small civil cere-' 1 
mony at his. home. The 41-year-' ’• 
old Boston Democrat is the bid- : 
wt son of the late U,S. Sen. 
Robert Kennedy. Ms. Kelly is an- ■ 
aide in his Washington office. ■ 

w I 5? u ™ l S e will be the first for'. ! 
Ms.Kelly and the second -for.- 1 
Nfr.KWdy, who is divorced > 
from Sheila Rauch. Mr. Ken- 
nedy, a Roman Catholic, is seek- • 
mg a church annulment of his - 
nrst-marnage, but his ex-wife is : 

’ pPP^g tbe request The Catfatf- 
he Church prohibits remarriage - 
after divorce unless one obtains i 
an annulment declaring a pre- : 
wous marriage was not valid m 
toe eyes of the church. Cardinal '• jt 
A'shtebop of '■ 
said Mr. Kennedy’s t* i 
ft* be handled like any ’ 
other filed with the archbfocfesan ' 
marriage tribunal. . 
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Maradona 
to captain 





wins 

^ siren 

/ie 


against * 
Australia 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Diego Maradona' will return as 
Argentina's captain for .th J 
two-leg World' Cup play-oJ 
against Australia, team coach 
Attn BasQc said after announc- 
ing his 17-man squad. 

The matches, in Sydney on 
Oct. 31 and in Buenos Aires on 
Nov. 17, will determine which 
of the two sides qualify for next 
year’s finals in the United 
States. 

The Argentina-based play- 
ers will fly to Sydney Monday , 
while the remaining seven, 
who play in Europe and Japan, 
will report on Oct 25. Basile 
said he may call upon more 
players in the next few days. 

The return of Maradona to 
spearhead Argentina's bid for 
what would be their sixth suc- 
cessive appearance in the fin- 
als, comes after be fell out with 
Basile following his exclusion 
from the recent qualifying 
series. 

The coach had been under 
pressure to recall Maradona 
since September's humiliating 
5-0 home defeat by Colombia, 
a result that almost ended the 
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Diego Maradona 

1986 world champions’ pros- 
pects of reaching ' the u.S. 
finals. 

Maradona has lost 12 kilos 
over the past month in a bid to 
recover the form of- his glory 
days. 

And after marking his return 
to the Argentine League with 
two impressive displays for 
new club Newell’s Old Boys. 
Maradona won rave reviews 
from Basile, who said the 
doors to the national team 
were open for him. 

Basile has made five changes 
to the squad that played in die 
qualifiers, calling up defenders 
Victor Hugo Sotomayor, . Car- 
los Javier Mac AJ lister and 
Jose Chamot, midfielder Hugo 


Leonardo Perez and striker 
Abel Baibo. 

Balbo was discarded from 
Basile 's plans after Argentina's 
defeat by Cameroon in the 
opening match of the 1990 
World Cup finals. His return to 
favour is a reflection of the 
player's rich scoring vein for 
Italy’s Roma. 

The players making way for 
the newcomers are Nestor Cra- 
viotto, Fabian Basualdo, Julio 
Saldana. Roberto Ayala, 
Netor Gorosito, and Alberto 
Acosta. 

Defender Oscar Ruggeri, 
who was captain for the quali- 
fiers, and midfielder Diego 
Simeone, were ruled out by 
suspension. 
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Lendl moves into Tokyo final 

semifinal. 

After winning the first set in 
a dose tie-breaker, Martin 
took advantage of a lapse in, 
concentration from his 20-year 
old opponent, to break serve in 
the third game. 

The 130th ranked Rusedski, 




TOKYO (R) — Defending 
champion Ivan Lendl over- 
came a first set defidt and 
nailbiting tie-break Saturday to 
reach, the final of the Seiko 
Super Men’s Indoor Tennis 
Tournament. 

Lendl outlasted unseeded 
Paul Haarhuis of the Nether- 
lands 3-6, 64. 7-6 (7-5). 

The 33-year old Czech-born 
American, a surprise victor 
over second seed Boris Becker 
in the quarterfinals, will face 
10th seed Todd Martin of the 
United States in Sunday's 
final, 

Martin, who beat Lendl in 
three, dose sets in the first 
round of the Australian Indoor 
Tournament in Sydney last 
week, earlier downed Greg 
Rusedski of Canada 7-6 (7-5) 
.6-3. 


game and failed to crack the 
powerful serve of Haarhuis, 
conqueror of fourth seed 
Andrei Medvedev in the quar- 
terfinals. 

But using his flashing return, 
coupled with some lucky line- 
cans ,j Lendl managed to break 
to secure the second set. 

In the final set, Lendl* 
squandered five break point! 
at 44-. and went down 14 in 
the tie-break on Haarhuis's 
serve. 

But Haarhuis, ranked 62 in 
the world, was irked by some 
suspect line-calls and appeared 
to lose confidence on toe big 
points, eventually allowing the 
former world number 1 into 
the final. 

‘I was playing well mentally 


enjoying the best tennis of bis 
career this week after pulling 
off upsets against Michael 


and didn’t give any ally points 
away /'Lendl, said. - 

Lendl, who has been suffer- . - : j i The fas t-i mpro vi qg 10th 
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Hanna. 1 ! . 
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magazine 


ingha& worst season m» 10 yeans Martin m ai n tained 

afterstumbling at the. first hut- . the jform whteh hejp^jjiim 
die in nine ‘tournaments so faru-*- -oust top seed Stefan. Edberg in 
this year, got off to a sluggish the quarterfinals, to overcome a 

start. spirited challenge from 

He droppecThis first service Rusedski in the day's other 


Chang, Wayne Ferreira and 
Richard Krajicek, was unable 
to convert five break points to 
pull even. 

The match was a battle of 
the booming serves with few 
long ball exebanges. Rusedski, 
who has one of die fastest 
serves in the game, pounded 15 
aces to Martin’s five. 

“My strategy was not to get 
killed by Greg's serve and to 
- make the mostrof chances from 
.. his second serve," Martin said, 
r Lendfr a ■•winner -here’ in 
. 1983.. 1986, 1990 and 1992-and 
making his eleventh appear- 
ance, wffl be- looking to cap- 
ture his second title of the year 
Sunday. 
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A LITTLE GIFT FOR THE NEW YEAR 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
* A J63 
v K 10 8 6 2 
0 9 4 
*K Q 

WEST EAST 

* 10 4 * K 

9 7 6-3 '794 

OAK 3 2 0JZ0875 

* A 8 64 *97532 

SOUTH 
*Q9 8 75 2 
. 7AQJ 
0 Q 6 
*J10 
The bidding: 

■West North East South 

Pass 1 7 Pass 1 * 

Pass 2 * Pass 3 * 

Paw ' 4 * Pass Pass 

Paw - 

Opening lead: King of 3 
A happy and healthy new year to 
all our readers. We hope the new 
yeajr defivera a grand slam in every- 
thing yoa wish for yourselves 
Sooth got his side off to a grand 
start on thk /WI With the jack of 
hearts probably a wasted value and 
uncertain of whether the minor-suit 
honors were of any worth. South 
could do no more than invite game 


after partner raised. North's fourth 
.trump was a key factor in the deci- 
sion to bid game. 

West led the king and ace of dia^ 
xnoiids, then shifted to a heart. It 
seemed the contract hinged on not 
losing a trump trick and, with 10 
cards in the suit missing the king, 
the percentage play is to finesse. 
However, declarer decided to do 
some detective work before commit- 
ting to r critical play in the trump 
suit. 

After winning the heart in hand, 
declarer led a club toward dummy’s 
honors. West shot up with the ace 
and reverted to a heart, taken in the 
dosed hand. Now declarer knew all 
that was necessary to adopt a line of 
play. Do you? 

West, a passed hand, had already 
shown up with 11 points in high 
cards— two gees and a long. With 
the king of spades as well. West 
would surely have opened the bid- 
ding. Since East had to have the 
king of spades, the only chance to 
land the game was to apply the Rab- 
bi's Rule “If the king is singleton, 
play the ace.” Declarer continued 
with a spade to the acc, and great 
was the foil thereon. Four spades bid 
and made. - 


Duisburg 

end 

Eintracht 

Frankfurt’s 

unbeaten 


BONN (R) — Leaders Ein- 
tracht Frankfurt’s unbeaten 


run 

& 

run in the German first divi- 
sion ended Friday when they 
suffered a surprise 1-0 defeat at 
newly-promoted Duisburg. 

A superb headed goal from 
striker Michael Preetz, who 
was brought into the Duisburg 
team only because of an injury 
to Uwe Weidemann, ended 
Eintrachi's dream run of 11 
games without defeat. 

Frankfurt's three-point lead 
at the top of the Bundesliga is 
sure to come under pressure 
which their rivals are in action 
Saturday 

Second-placed Werder Bre- 
men have a good chance to 
narrow the gap when they visit 
struggling Freiburg. Fourth 
placed Hamburg, a further two 
points behind, travel to Borus- 
sia Dortmund. 

Last week Eintracht equal- 
led Bayern Munich's record 
Bundesliga start for the first 11 
games when they reached 20 
points after a 2-1 victory over 
VFB Leipzig. 

But Friday they seemed to 
miss the sharpness of their 
injured striker Anthony 
Yeboah in attack against a 
spirited Duisburg side who ran 
for everything. 

Duisburg’s victory lifted 
them three pi aces to third, four 
points behind the leaders. 

They deserved the two 
points after Preetz rose bril- 
liantly to head the 42nd minute 
winner following a cross from 
midfielder Alois Schwartz. 


Manchester 
United 
help lift 
English 
gloom 

LONDON (AFP) — Manches- 
ter ■ United’s internationals 
bounced back from mid-week 
World Cup disappointments to 
beat Tottenham 2-1 and stretch 
their English premiership lead 
to seven points Saturday. 

The champions showed signs 
of a hangover from Wednes- 
day's drama in a tepid first half 
but the game sparked into life 
when Roy Keane, a member of 
the Ireland team humiliated by 
Spain, rifled a right foot drive 
past Eric Thorstvedt in the 
65th minute. 

Five minutes later United 
delighted the Old Trafford 
crowd when Eric Cantona — 
part of the French team stun- 
,ned by Israel in Paris — put 
England's Lee Sharpe in for a 
second goal. 

United looked completely in 
control but some slack defend- 
ing allowed spurs to pull one 
goal back in the 73rd minute. 
Fullback Justin Edinburgh 
moved into the area and pulled 
the ball back for Darren Cas- 
key to score. 

Alex Ferguson’s side nearest 
rivals Arsenal were held to a 
0-0 draw at home to Manches- 
ter City. 

Norwich, who had won their 
last two visits to Stamford 
Bridge, wasted no time making 
it three against Chelsea, with 
Ruel Fox rattling home from 
close range to give them a 22nd 
minute lead. 

The Canaries, who face 
Bayern Munich in the UEFA 
Cup Tuesday, failed to convert 
four more chances in the first 
half, th anks to some excellent 
work by Chelsea’s Russian 
goalkeeper Dimitri Khaiin. 

But Chris Sutton finally beat 
Kharin in the 69th minute to 
give the visitors a two goal 
cushion. 

Gavin Peacock pulled one 
back for Chelsea eight minu- 
tues from time but Norwich 
held out to leapfrog Arsenal 
into second place on goal dif- 
ference. 

Vinnie Jones was Wimble- 
don’s hero with a last minute 
equaliser against Sheffield 
Wednesday at Hillsborough. 

Former England - winger- 
-Chris Waddle, thrust .into. a. 
striker's" role by manager Tre- 
vor Francis, respondedwith his 
first goal of the season to give 
Wednesday a ninth minute 
lead. 

Gary Blissett equalised just 
after the break but Wednesday 
youngster Ryan Jones seemed 
to have killed off the Dons six 
minutues from time with a shot 
on the turn before his name- 
sake popped op rigjbt at the 
death. 

Newcastle’s Malcolm Allen 
missed a last minute penalty as 
Kevin Keegan's side lost their 
ten match unbeaten record at 
borne to QPR. 

' Les Ferdinand, badly missed 
by England in midweek, re- 
turned to action to give QPR a 
tenth minute lead. 

The striker was injured 
Wednesday when defeat by 
Holland all but eliminated En- 
gland from the World Cup. 

Ferdinand enjoyed the luck 
England were desperately 
lacking in Rotterdam when his 
16-yhrd shot hit both posts 
before crossing the line. 

Bradley Allen got QPR's 
other goal with Malcolm Allen 
scoring for Newcastle. 

There was also late drama at 
Anfield where Liverpool res- 
cued victory from what looked 
like a certain defeat after Old- 
ham's Jason Beckford had 
given the visitors the lead IS 
minutes from time. 


WARNING 



The Philippine servant Teodula 
G. Sacdalan (Daly) has left her 
sponsor's house on Saturday 
28-8-93 and has not relumed 
until now. The said servant stole 
2 golden rings and we hereby 
warn any person hiding her that 
he/she shall be considered as a 
partner in this crime. We shall 
not be responsible for her ac- 
tions. If anybody knows anything 
about her, contact Zahran Police 
Station, or any other police office 
or Tel. No. 666982 
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PM1APWUPWA 


. PACINO — in 

SCENT OF A WOMAN 

Show: 1230. 3:13. 6:13. » 

* 

Thursday and Friday at .11:00 a.m. 

BEETHOVEN 


Td.: 677420 


COMCOBP 


CONCORD *1* 

Datsen Hovman — in 

Accidental Hero 

Shows: 12:30, 330, 6:15, 830. 10 JO 

CONCORD *2’ 

Faten Hamameh — in 

Land of Dreams 

Shown 12*0, 3:15. 6:00. 8:15. 10:15 
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S. Korea go to the front of 
Asian World Cup hopefuls 


DOHA (AFP) — South Korea 
scored a classy 3-0 win over 
Iran to take a goal difference 
lead at the start of the Asian 
World Cup qualifying contest 
here Saturday. 

Soccer experts Nob Jung- 
Yoon and Kim Joo-Sung were 
the architects of the victory 
that puts South Korea just 
ahead of rivals North Korea in 
the table with all six nations 
having all played one game. 
Noh, who plays in Japan’s 


J-League, and Kim, who is 
leading VFL Bochum’s drive 
for promotion to the German 
first division, were a constant 

>lem for the Iranian de- 


They played a role in nearly 
all the goals by Park Jung-Bae, 
Ha Seok-Ju and substitute Ko 
Jeong-Woon. 

South Korea were cheered 
on by 1,000 frenzied fans beat- 
ing gongs and drums. On the 
other side of the A1 Khalifa 
Stadium were more than 1 ,000 
expatriate Iranians in Qatar 
who released six white doves 
just before the game started. 

But South Korea gave no 
peace to the Ir anian defence. 
Noh Jung- Yoon, midfielder 
with Sanfrancce Hiroshima in 
the J-League, made several 
runs that caught Iranian defen- 
ders flatfooted. 

Noh was brought down in 
the ninth minute on the edge of 
the penalty area for his side’s 
first chance. Kim Joo-Sung 
fired the free kick just wide of 
the post. 

South Korea's attractive 
football paid off in the 18th 
minute. Noh put across a cor- 


ner that bobbled to Park Jung- 
Bae. The defender fired the 
ball home from short range 
between Iranian goalkeeper 
Bezhad Gbolampour and a 
teammate holding the goal 
Hne. 

South Korea eased the pace 
in the second half but packed 
their defence to stop any real 
threat of an equaliser. 

Ah Daai hit a speculative 
long shot that was the first real 
threat to South Korean goal- 
keeper Choi In- Young. 

But Choi produced a bril- 
liant leap to tip a Mehdi Foito- 
ni Zadegan shot just over the 
bar. 

South Korea were revived 
by two substitutions. As the 
a Iranians tired Ha Seok Ju fired 
in a cross from Seo Jung Won 
which the goalkeeper failed to 
intercept. 

Two minutes later Gholam- 
pour was again at fault as he 
left his line and defender Javad 
Zarinecheb also backed off to 
leave Ko Jeong Woon with a 
clean shot into goal after run- 
ning 30 yards with the ball. 

The two Korean sides have 
now made the best start to the 
two week contest. They are the 
only teams to have won their 
opening games. North Korea 
also scored three, but as they 
conceded two goals to Iraq 
Friday they are second in the 
standings on goal difference. 

Japan and Saudi Arabia, 
who draw 0-0 are third and 
fourth. Iran and Iraq bring up 
the rear. 

The top two teams in the 
group will qualify for America 
’94. 


FIFA gave an official con- 
duct warning to Iraq Saturday 
just before launching the Fair 
Play Award at the Asian 
World Cup final qualifying 
tournament here. 

After their side were beaten 
3-2 by North Korea in the 
opening match Friday. No Ira- 

3 i team official would attend 
ie post-match press confer- 
ence. 

International federation reg- 
ulations make it compulsory 
for a representative to attend 
news conferences. But the Ira- 
qis were said to be very angry 
about the defeat and having 
one player sent off just before 
they gave up their two goal 
lead. 

“We have sent them a letter 
telling them they must send 
someone to all subsequent 
match press conferences. If 
they fail they will be fined,” 
said a FIFA official. 

The warning and the sending 
off will count heavily against 
Iraq in the Fair Play Award 
But FIFA Secretary General 
Sepp Blatter was adamant 
Saturday that if Iraq qualify for 
the World Cup flams next year 
then the American hosts could 
not refuse them. 

He said the U.S. Soccer Fed- 
eration gave them a written 
pledge from the U.S. Congress 
in 1987 that all 24 finalists and 
FIFA members and officials 
would get visas. 

“We have no doubts. In fact 
we have no right to doubt an 
official decision by the Con- 
gress of America or any other 
country,” Blatter told AFP. 
Japan let down the kimono- 


clad groupies who followed 
them on the World Cup trail to 
Qatar with a drab (W draw 
against Saudi Arabia Friday, 

More than 1,500 young con- 
verts of the new J-League, who 
treat the national players like 
pop stars, saw their heroes 
held on the opening day of the 
final Asian qualifying tourna- 
ment. 

Saudi Arabia brought 6,000 
people across the border for 
the game. But their team were 
just as uninspired. 

The crowd saw more action 
in- the opening match of the 
double bill when North Korea 
fought back from two down to 
beat Iraq 3-2. 

“1 expected better,” said 
Riie Yoshunori, a 20-year-old 
Tokyo secretary who paid 
$5,000 for a two-week trip to 
Doha where alcohol is banned 
and women normally keep 
their faces covered in line with 
Muslim tradition. 

Yoshunori and the other 
Japanese girls who paint their 
faces with the national flag and 
beat drums throughout the 
games expect more from their 
team in other games. 

“I want more goals, more 
action,” added Yoshunori. 

The match highlighted’ 
Japan’s Jack of scoring power 
that could handicap their 
chances of being one of Asia’s 
two sides in next year's World 
Cup finals in America. 

They needed an extra-time 
goal to beat African champions' 
Ivory Coast in the Afro- Asian 
Cup final in Tokyo this month. 
There is a desperate need for a 
big striker to lead the attack. 


French match-rigging* scandal takes new twist 


PARIS (AFP) — France's 
match-rigging scandal took a 
new twist Saturday, when an 
ex-Marseille player reportedly 
said that the French Football 
Federation urged him to bring 
down dub President Bernard 
Tame. • 

The affair has centred on 
Marseille’s former General 
Manager Jean-Pierre Bernes 


Eydel 

often 


and defender Jean-Jawmes 
leKe, who are accused of 
;ring bribes to three Valen- 
ciennes players , last season 

But French daily Liberation 
daim.s that compromising 
tapes of telephone conversa- 
tions last month between 
Eydelie, then in Argentina, 
and Federation chief Jean. 
Fournet Fayard , have been 
given to the judge in foe case. 

The claims about the tapes, 
which were apparently handed 
over by Eydelie to Judge Ber- 
nard Beffy during an audition 


in Valendenns on Oct. 1. were 
quickly denied by Fournet 
Fayard Saturday. 

“What a caricature,” he 
said. “There is absolutely no 
question of that happening.” 

Liberation claimed that the 
tapes reveal the federation 
chief telling Eydelie that if he 
changed his testimony to impli- 
cate Tapie, he would stand 
every chance of being allowed 
to play football in France 
again. 

. But Fournet-Fayard hit bade 
at the report, telling RTL' 
Radio:' "I* cannot promise 
things.... that I can’t control. 

“What’s more, it’s obvious 
that if Eydelie comes back, he 
has a chance of playing football 
in France again. If he doesn’t 
come, be has no chance. It’s as 
simple as that. 

“It’s my opinion that people 
are once again trying to con- 
fuse the sitution. Leave us 


alone and let justice run its 
course once and for all.” 

The often talkative state pro- 
secutor in the affair, Eric De 
Montgolfier, refused ‘to com- 
ment on Liberation *5 report. 

However, Tapie’s lawyer 
Francis Szpiner seized on the 
story , saying it proved that the 
FFF had been 


out to get his 

diem. 

“The mask has fallen away. 
For the past five years, tne 
leaders or the FFF nave been 
trying to get rid of Bernard 
Tapie. Today we have the 
proof.” 

Eyedelie was charged with 
corruption in Jane, a month 
after the Valenciennes v 
Marseille match. After telling 
police that he had acted as an 
intermediary for Bernes. 

Last month, be claimed that 
Tapie had offered him a three- 
year contract in return for 
changing his story, promoting 


“a separate judicial enquiry. 

Tne various allegations nave 
resulted in Marseille being 
banned from defending their 
European Champions Cup and 
playing in the French. Euro- 
pean Super and Intercon- 
tinental Cups. 

The missed opportunities 
have also seriously damaged 
the club's finances, which 
Tapie admitted have plunged 
into the red. 

He told AFP Saturday that 
the dub had debts of 285 mil- 
lion francs (S52 million) but 
was owed 165 million firaocs 
($30 million) by the June. Plus 
a further 82 million francs 
($14.5 million) for the sale of 
Croatian playmaker Alen Bok- 
sic to Lazio. 

The deal, which was finally 
agreed earlier in the week, 
should be completed when the 
Italian transfer period opens in 
three weeks' time, he said. 


Waldner avenges pal’s defeat in table tennis 


PARIS (AFP) — Olympic 
Champion Jan-Ove Waldner 
ousted. France’s Patrick China 


in the 
Paris Grand 


match of the 
table tennis 


tournament here Saturday, 
and gained revenge for an old 
friend. 

China, 23, caused one of the 
biggest shocks of all time at the 
world Championships in May 
when he beat defending cham- 
pion, Sweden’s Jorgen Pers- 
son, in the first round. 

But Waldener had to save a 
match point in the second set 
before going on to win 17-21, 
23-21, 21-13 and settling a 
score for his compatriot. 

Waldner had said shortly be- 
fore his victory his below par 
‘performances this year had 
made him more determined to 
claim the $20,000 top prize 
here. 

Waldner said: “I was un- 


lucky to pull out of the World 
Cup with a neck injury, and I 
lost in the semifinals of the 
World Championships. 

“A win here would give me a 
great deal of pride as I am, 
after ah, the world number 
one." 

A jittery start for Waldner, 
28, saw him lose the opening 
set. With the crowd against 
him. Waldner appeared to lose 
■bis cool as a service in the net 
followed by a backhand error 
saw him trail 16-19. 


Waldner regained his nerve 
to finish the game with a flour- 
ish as be landed two mighty 
forebands to level at 1-1, be- 
fore racing through foe deader 
21-13. Asia's top player, Ma' 
Wenge of China, suffered a 
shock defeat in his first match 
against France's Olivier Mar- 
in urek 21-19, 21-17. 

Marmurfc is just 86th in the 


World to Ma's fourth on the 
ranking list. Ma, an Olympic 
semifinalist has also twice won 
the World Cup singles. 

Marmurek’s serves, a strong 
forehand and a supportive 
crowd were too much for his 
Asian opponent. 

Byt Ma lives to fight again as 
the group system means he 
only has to finish second to 
qualify for the quarterfinals. 


me powerful forehand tram 
the lert-handed Frenchman 
sealed the set 21-17 as Waldner 
failed to regain his composure. 

The Swede seed to have the 
second game wrapped up as he 
led 20-18. But Chila fought 
back to claim three points in a 
row to gain match point at 
21-20. A netted forehand 
spoiled Chila's glory attempt. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes 230 E, customs duty unpaid, 
1992, with full options. 

Call: 826631 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 


Located in one of the most fashionable districts and in the 
most quiet areas of Jabal Amman, near the 5th Circle, behind 
the Guest Palace immediately. 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, sitting room, 3 verandas, one 
of which is spacious and giassed-in, with separate central 
heating, telephone, electricity, water supply, garage. 
Suitable for a diplomat's family. 

Call: 671529 


FOR SALE 

Jeep Mitsubishi Pajero. Model 1988, customs duty 
unpaid, full options, manual gear, long chasis, silver 
metallic colour. 

Required price: JD 6,500. 

Please contact 662592 (Abu Bassel) 


NEWLY-BUILT 

LUXURY UNFURNISHED APARTMENT TO LET 

3-year contract, JD 6,000 

Very quiet area, Shmeisani, facing Montessori School. 
Beautiful view, central heating, salon with marble floor. 
Separate dining room, guest toilet, 2 bedrooms, 2 
attached bathrooms, spacious white German Amer- 
ican kitchen, 3 balconies. 

Expatriates only. 

Fax/Phone 645473 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Location: Khalda, behind the New English School. 
Area of building: 300 square metres. 

Consists of salon, hali and dining room, 4 bedrooms, 
one master, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 2 verandas; with 
garage, water well and central heating, telephone. 
Modem building, deluxe finishing. 

Annual rent: JD 12,000. 

For more Information please call tel. 666687. 


TeL: 699238 


Sharihan in: 

The greatest musical film 

“Crystal** 

Shows at 1230, 3:00, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


teL: 675571 


Ml A1 Masfett 


presents a play entitled: 

Al (lm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day • 


Nabfi & Hteftanfs TeL: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 


•r-T 
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Security Council orders 
naval blockade of Haiti 


ii trnru - 
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Combined agency dispatches 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
U.N. Security Council voted 
Saturday to allow naval en- 
forcement of the oil and arms 
embargo reimposed against 
Haiti this week. 

In a resolution initiated by 
the United States, the council 
unanimously approved the in- 
terception and search of any 
vessels headed to or coming 
from the Caribbean nation. 

The United States deployed 
six warships off Haiti after the 
sanctions were approved to 
force the country's military 
leaders to comply with an 
agreement to restore democra- 
cy. 

The embargo is due to begin 
Monday at 11:39 p.m. (0339 
GMT Tuesday) unless Haitian 
military authorities allow the 
reinstatement of ousted Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide by 
Oct. 30 and the deployment of 
a U.N. mission to help rebuild 
Haiti's military infrastructure. 

The oil and arms embargo 
was reimposed Wedensday in 
order to pressure Haiti's military 
leaders to comply with the July 
agreement between Mr. Aris- 
tide and the military that top- 
pled him. 

The U.N. sanctions were 
first imposed in June but were 
suspended two months later 
when it appeared that progress 
was being made towards the 
restoration of democratic rule. 

But the violent protests ear- 
lier this week in Port-au-Prince 
which prevented U.S. and 
Canadian troops from landing 
and the assassination of Haiti's 
justice minister have dimmed 
hopes for Mr. Aristide's return 
by the end of the month. 

U.S. Ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations Madeleine 
Albright told the council that 
Washington would use its di- 
plomatic and military power to 
enforce the sanctions. 

France and Argentina may 
also participate in the naval 
enforcement of the embargo. 

“There should be no doubt 
about the determination of the 
United States and the com- 
munity of nations," Ms. 
Albright said in a speech. “My 
government will use its di- 
plomatic and military power to 
see that economic sanctions 
work, and to ensure that these 
sanctions serve to shield the 
flickering flame of Haitian 


democracy. 

“We call upon Haiti's milit- 
ary leaders to take immediate 
steps this weekend to reaffirm 
their commitment to the Gov- 
ernors Island agreement. 
There is still rime for them to 
heed the will of their own 
people and the will of the 
international community." 

On Wednesday the council 
reimposed sanctions banning 
arms, military and police sup- 
plies and petroleum, except for 
fuel for household use and 
humanitarian purposes. Food 
and other trade is not prohi- 
bited. Foreign assets of the 
anti-democratic forces also are 
to be frozen. 

The council also warned the 
de facto Haitian authorities 
that it would consider further 
measures to compel them to 
abide by the political settle- 
ment reached in July on New 
York's Governors Island and 
other U.N. resolutions. 

On Friday, President Bill 
Clinton announced that six 
warships would be deployed 
outside Haitian waters to en- 
force the U.N. sanctions. The 
action amounts to blockade, 
although that term has not 
been used because it can con- 
note an act of war. 

Meanwhile, the last U.S. 
soldiers in Haiti left the coun- 
try on Saturday. The group of 
46 Americans and 17 Canadian 
non-combat soldiers had ar- 
rived in Haiti a week ago as an 
advance team under the U.N.- 
brokered peace accord. 

The council resolution, initi- 
ated by the United States and 
co-sponsored by Canada, 
France and Venezuela, also 
holds out the threat of unspeci- 
fied measures. 

It calls on all U.N. members 
to take steps to ensure strict 
compliance with the sanctions, 
which include a ban on arms 
and oil imports,' and in par- 
ticular to halt inward maritime 
shipping as necessary to 
check their cargoes and des- 
tinations. 

The resolution echoes lan- 
guage used previously by the 
council to interdict shipping 
suspected of violating U.N. 
sanctions against Iraq and the 
rump Yugoslavia. 

The council acted as worsen- 
ing violence in Haiti forced the 
evacuation of some 300 human 
rights monitors and other staff 
from the United Nations and 


Hardliners announce new front 
to counter Arafat and peace deal 


DAMASCUS (R) — Leaders 
of a 10-member Palestinian 
alliance have agreed to set up a 
new rejectionist front dedi- 
cated to replacing Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
foiling his peace deal with 
Israel, officials said on Satur- 
day. 

The new group, called “the 
National, Democratic and Isla- 
mic Front.” was formed fol- 
lowing deliberations in Damas- 
cus late on Friday chaired by 
George Habash. leader of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP). 

The Palestinian officials said 
the front would also work to- 
wards rebuilding the PLO 
along new guidelines and re- 
placing Chairman Arafat. 

On Friday, Dr. Habash said 
the new group “would work to 
foil the Gaza-Jericho agree- 
ment and rebuild the PLO on 
democratic bases.” 

Under the peace deal signed 
on Sept. 13. Palestinian self- 
rule wifi begin in the occupied 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

The formula at Friday's 


meeting was a compromise be- 
tween proposals by the Islamic 
fundamentalist Hamas move- 
ment which wanted a new 
Palestinian grouping and the 
rest of the alliance which 
sought to maintain the PLO 
but change its leadership. 

The 10 leaders also “reaf- 
firmed their decision to 
boycott any elections or bodies 
to be established in compliance 
with the Gaza-Jericho accord,” 
one official said. 

An elected Palestinian admi- 
nistration is to be established 
under the agreement. 

The rejectionist Alliance of 
10 was first formed following 
the PLO's approval of the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks that 
opened in Madrid in 1991. It 
groups four PLO factions, four 
anti-Arafat groups and two 
Islamic fundamentalist move- 
ments. 

Officials said leaders of the 
10 also agreed to speed up 
work to form a new leadership 
for the Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied territories which 
would group representatives of 
all the rejectionist movements. 

The new uprising leadership 


would relace three leaderships 
that have been guiding the 
uprising since it erupted in 
1987. 

Earlier on Saturday, a hard- 
line Palestinian leader said 
guerrillas opposed to the peace 
accord were prepared to fight 
the new Palestinian police 
force in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

Brigadier Abu Ahmad 
Fua’ad, military commander of 
the Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (PFLP), 
said the group's main target 
was Israeli troops and settlers. 

He did not wish to confront 
the Palestinian police force 
which is now being set up. he 
said. 

“But if these police confront 
our forces and coordinate with 
the enemy then we will find 
ourselves in self-defence,” he 
told Reuters. 

The police were a hurdle but 
the PFLP was planning new 
tactics to deal with it. Brig. 
Fua’ad added. 

Israeli troops are to begin 
withdrawing in December to 
hand over to the new Palesti- 
nian police force. 


Sheikh maintains innocence 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
The Wind Muslim cleric 
charged in the World Trade 
Centre bombing said Friday he 
had nothing to do with the 
attack, and asked that attor- 
nies William Kunstler and 
Ronald Kuby be allowed to 
defend him. 

Sheikh Omar Abdul Rah- 
man of Egypt is accused of 
masterminding a conspiracy to 
bomb the twin 1 10-storey trade 
centre towers and to plot other 
extremist acts. 

Mr. Kunstler represents two 
other defendants in the case. 
Ibrahim A1 Gabrowny and Sid- 
dig Ibrahim Siddig Ali. U.S. 
District Judge Michael 
Mukasey warned the sheikh 
that using lawyers already 
working for other defendants 
might pose a conflict of in- 
terest. 

But Sheikh Abdul Rahman, 
whose attorney. Hurry Batch- 
eider. has asked to withdraw 
from the case, insisted he 
wants Mr. Kunstler and Mr. 
Kuby. Then he proclaimed his 


innocence. 

“All I know is that I had 
nothing to do with the case, 
other than 1 am a cleric who 
prays in a mosque.*' Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman said through 
an interpreter. 

Mr. Mukasey said he would 
not make a final ruling on the 
request until he receives Mr. 
Kunstler's reply to a memo 
from prosecutors opposed to 
the switch. In the meantime. 
Mr. Kunstler will be allowed to 
represent the sheikh. 

Six people were killed and 
more than 1.000 injured in the 
Feb. 26 trade centre Numbing. 
Four people are on trial for the 
bombing. 

A1 Gabrowny and Mr. Sid- 
dig Ali are not part of the trial 
because charges against them 
stem from an alleged plot, nev- 
er consume ted. to bomb the 
United Nations, the Lincoln 
tunnel and other targets in 
New York. Their trial is not 
expected to begin for several 
months. 

During Friday's hearing. 


Judge Mukasey questioned 
the cleric about whether he 
understood the conflict of in- 
terest problems that could 
arise if his lawyers represented 
others charged in the case. 

“That could hurt you," Mr. 
Mukasey told the cleric. “It 
could hurt you in a way that 
could result in your convic- 
tion.” 

“AH I know is that I have 
nothing to do with this case." 
the white-robed cleric said. “I 
have nothing to do with any- 
thing, therefore there is no 
conflict of interest with 
others.” 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman was 
charged under a federal sedi- 
tion law for allegedly en- 
couraging the bombing. 

Mr. kunstler and Mr. Kuby 
told reporters after the hearing 
that the government’s argu- 
ment for disqualification had 
no merit and was just part of 
an effort to “get rid of us." 

“They are trying to limit this 
to lawyers who are not of our 
stripe," Mr. Kunstler said. 
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the Organisation of American 
States (OAS). 

The justice minister in a 
recently-installed pro-Aristide 
government, Guy Malary, was 
assassinated on Thursday. Ear- 
lier. a two-day rampage by 
army-backed gunmen pre- 
vented the disembarkation of 
some 250 U.S. and Canadian 
troops, sent to Haiti as part of 
a U.N. mission to help with the 
transition to democratic rule. 

Haiti’s pro-Aristide U.N. 
envoy, Fritz Longchamp, told 
the council that a “handful of 
evil-doers cannot go unscathed 
and keep hostage an entire 
population." 

Haiti's army chief. General 
Raoul Cedras, should have res- 
igned on Friday under the 
accord he signed less than four 
months ago for Mr. Aristide's 
return. But he has so far re- 
fused to do so. 

The United States has sent 
several hundred marines to its 
naval base at Guantanamo. 
Cuba, ready if needed to help 
evacuate U.S. embassy staff in 
Port-au-Prince and any of the 
1,000 Americans living in 
Haiti. 

Pro-military groups have de- 
manded that all “ white fore- 
igners" leave the country and a 
general strike has been sche- 
duled for Monday, when the 
sanctions go info effect. 

Aristide stiD bopefbl 

Mr. Aristide said Saturday 
the U.N. blockade should 
force the ouster of the military 
junta running that nation, 
possibly allowing him to return 
this month as scheduled. 

Interviewed on CNN, Mr. 
Aristide repeated his opposi- 
tion to sending foreign troops 
to Haiti, said he would not 
resign and said removal of 
Gen. Cedras and police chief 
Michel Francois was essential 
to restoring democracy. 

“The only thing we have to 
continue doing is moving the 
way we are moving through 
this blockade, in order to have 
them out.” Mr. Aristide said. 
“Let's move fast to remove the 
killers from the country." 

Asked if he remained opti- 
mistic about returning to Haiti 
on Oct. 30 as set out in the 
peace agreement with the 
military leaders who overthrew 
him two years ago. Mr. Aris- 
tide said, “of course.” 


•2 «V" 

U MSfi 



ii *a i? ** it 




issi 











aiigs 




PADDLING FROM WORK: A French France- hectares have been flooded in the last few days by 
Riz employee leaves work on a small canoe in heavy nun Tails (AFP photo) 

Arles, in the south of France where some 10,000 

Ekeus sees breakthrough in 
Iraq mission, says more needed 


Combined agency dispatches 

UNITED NATIONS — Bagh- 
dad's refusal to accept long- 
term U.N. monitoring of its 
weapons programmes is the 
biggest outstanding roadblock 
to the lifting of international 
sanctions on Iraq, a U.N. offi- 
cial says. 

Rolf Ekeus, head of the 
commission overseeing eli- 
mination of Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction, said he will 
hold further talks with Iraqi 
officials during a visit to New 
York in mid-November. 

He also said he hoped that 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz would give formal 
approval to long-term monitor- 
ing during the visit. 

Iraq badly wants sweeping 
trade sanctions lifted, contend- 
ing they are damaging its eco- 
nomy and causing suffering to 
its people. The sanctions have 
been in place since Iraq’s inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August 1990. 

In a report to the Security 
Council. Mr. Ekeus reported 
“considerable and substantial 
progress" in getting Iraq to 
provide information about its 
programmes for* producing 
chemical and biological 
weapons and long-range mis- 
siles. 

Speaking to reporters after 
meeting with the council. Mr. 
Ekeus said that Iraq still had 
not approved the U.N. resolu- 
tion that requires long-term 
monitoring. 

But an Arab diplomat who 


attended the meeting said Mr. 
Ekeus was optimistic about 
Iraqi compliance. He quoted 
Mr. Ekeus as saying it would 
be “some months” before the 
oil embargo is lifted. He did 
not elaborate. 

Under the terms of the Gulf 
war ceasefire. Iraq must accept 
the monitoring of its weaponry 
for the Security council to lift 
the oil embargo. General trade 
sanctions, however, would re- 
main until other conditions are 
met. 

Mr. Ekeus received much of 
the information during a visit 
to Baghdad Oct. 2-8. Among 
the most crucial data he re- 
ceived was Iraq’s list of foreign 
suppliers to its weapons prog- 
rammes. 

He wrote that Iraq bad fully 
disclosed its past work on 
biological and ballistic missiles 
and that the United Nations 
hoped to certify full com- 
pliance on chemical weapons 
within two weeks. 

On nuclear weapons. Mr. 
Ekeus said the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) was confident “that 
the essential elements of Iraq's 
nuclear weapons programme 
are understood and have been 
dismantled.” 

Iraq has held off agreeing to 
a U.N. Plan monitoring its 
industries meant to ensure it 
does not make new weapons of 
mass destruction. Baghdad 
contends it should first be re- 
warded by at least a partial 
easing of the sanctions. 

In previous remarks, Mr. 


Ekeus said it would take six 
months after all data was veri- 
fied and the monitoring plans 
were accepted for the commis-' i 
sion to report to the council . 
that Iraq had complied with its ! 
weapons demands. His spokes- ! 
man Tim Trevan said the dock , 
for this timetable had “not 
started yet.” 

After a U.S.-led coalition 
drove Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait in the Gulf war, a 
ceasefire resolution banned oil 
exports until Iraq scrapped its i 
dangerous weapons and the 
U.N. was sure they could not 
be reacquired. 

Allowing imports to Iraq ! 
would involve meeting a host j 
of other demands, induding , 
recognition of the border with 
Kuwait. 

The report also included a 
section from the IAEA which 
said it was “confident that the 
essential elements of Iraq's 
nuclear weapons programme 
are understood ana have been 
dismantled.” 

The IAEA said Iraq had 
provided critical information 
on supplies of its nuclear mate- 
rials, which appeared to be 
complete but also needed to be 
verified in the next few weeks. 

But the biggest stumbling 
block in dedaring Iraq free of 
‘ weapons was agreement on the 
monitoring programme. 

Mr. Ekeus said Iraq wanted 
changes in the moflffbring 
plans so it would not be forced 
to limit its “sdentific, technical 
and economic development” in 
the future. 


president 
after junta 
disbands 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan AJ Bashir, Sudan's 
military ruler for four years, 
was appointed president of the 
republic Saturday, state radio 
said. 

Hie rating junta dissolved 
itself after making the appoint- 
ment, said the radio monitored 
by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). 

"Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan Ahmad AJ Bashir was 
charged with assuming the 
position of president of the 
republic," Sudan Radio said. 

< *This was done after all the 
members of the Revolutionary 
Command Council of the 
national salvation revolution 
resolved to dissolve the council 
voluntarily with effect from to- 
day,” it said. 

Gen. Bashir chaired the 
meeting himself, it added. 

Before naming its leader as 
chief of state, junta members 
issued a decree specifying Isla- 
mic laws as the basis of the 
Sudanese political system but 
guaranteeing freedom of reli- 
gion. 

Geo. Bashir had headed the- 
Revolution Command Council 
since he spearheaded a blood- 
less June 30, 1989, coup that 
ousted a civilian government. 

The significance of the 
switch to presidency was un- 
clear. But it was not a sudden 
move as the council had 
already delegated most of its 
powers to a parliamentary 
body and to the council of 
ministers. 

Gen. Bashir's 1989 coup top- 
pled the civilian government of 
Oxford-educated Sadek A1 
MahdS. 

That government had lasted 
only three years after taking 
over from a military regime 
that ended former President* 
Jaafar Numehi’s 16-year rale a 
year earlier. Since then, Gen. 
Bashir has been turning Sudan 
steadily into an Islamic state 
ruled by Sharia. 

Lt.-Gen. Zubeir Moham- 
mad Saleh, the junta’s deputy 
leader, suggested Saturday’s 
move. 

“It was necessary after this 
period of more than four years 
to take such a courageous step 
to put a framework for the 
government, so Sudan can be- 
come like the countries around 
it." Gen. Saleh said 

He said the council had re- 
linquished its political power to 
the cabinet, its legislative pow- 
er to the transitional parlia- 
ment and judicial to the judici- 
ary. 


Combined agency dispatches 

SINGAPORE — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin held 
talks here Saturday with Prime 
Minister Goh Chok Tong, en- 
ding a three-nation Asian tour 
that included a groundbreak- 
ing visit to Indonesia. 

No details of Mr. Rabin's 
discussions with Mr. Goh were 
immediately available but a 
senior Israeli official said ear- 
lier that the talks would focus 
on Israel’s recent peace accord 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Mr. Rabin flew in late Fri- 
day for an overnight stay after 
a five-day official visit to China 
and a surprise stopover in In- 
donesia. the world’s most 
populous Muslim nation, for a 
meeting with Indonesian Presi- 
dent Suharto. 

The senior .Israeli official 
quoted Mr. Rabin as telling 
Singapore patriarch and for- 
mer Prime Minister Lee Kuan 
Yew at a meeting earlier Satur- 


day that his visit to Jakarta 
should bolster prospects for 
improved ties between Israel 
and Islamic countries support- 
ing the PLO. 

“We hope that the dramatic 
changes taking place will have 
an effect on Israel’s relations 
with others in the Far East like 
Malaysia, but some develop- 
ments need their own pace,’’ 
the official said. 

Israeli government spokes- 
man Uri Dromi told AFP ear- 
lier that Mr. Rabin hoped 
Asian nations would back his 
accord with the PLO to give 
peace a chance in the Middle 
East. 

“Rabin believes that all 
countries can help in their own 
way and that every bit help6,” 
Mr. Dromi said. “The idea is 
to give opponents to the peace 
plan incentive to drop their 
hostility.” 

In Jakarta, Indonesian Mus- 
lim leaders Saturday grudging- 
ly accepted Mr. Rabin’s sur- 
prise visit but said it is too soon 


for Indonesia to recognise 
Israel. 

Mr. Rabin was reaching out 
to holdouts against friendly ties 
with Israel in his unscheduled 
trip to Indonesia, one of the 
few nations in the region not to 
have established relations until 
the Jewish state. 

Mr. Rabin talked with 
President Suharto for 90 mi- 
nutes at the president’s home 
in a meeting of unprecedented 
openness. 

Still, Indonesia's state 
secretary, Murdiono, was care- 
ful to note that President 
Suharto participated in the 
meeting in his role as chairman 
of the Non-Aligned Movement 
and not as head of state. 

Ali Yafie, a leader of the 
Indonesian Muslim Ulemas 
Council, said the Israeli-PLO 
peace accord meant Indonesia 
no longer bad to shun the 
Jewish state. 

“Rabin came here when he 
is no longer an enemy of the 
Palestinian people,’’ said Mr. 


Yafie. 

Regarding diplomatic ties 
with Israel, however, Ichwan 
Sam, secretary-general of the 
Muslim Scholars Association, 
said: “Indonesia should con- 
sider the feelings of other Arab 
nations that have not yet rec- 
ognised Israel." 

Dr. Riza Sihbudi of the In- 
donesian Institute of Sciences 
also opposed establishment of 
formal ties with Israel. 

“Indonesia's foreign policy 
is agai ns t oppression and col- 
onisation, which Israel is still 
practising,” said Dr. Sihbudi. 

Mr. Murdiono, the state sec- 
retariat minister, said the 
meeting did not mean Indone- 
sia was planning diplomatic 
ties with Israel soon. 

^Israeli officials said no 
dramatic breakthrough was ex- 
pected from talks between Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Suharto 
although he expected the 
meeting would pave the way 
for lower-level discussions. 


Egyptian interior minister vows to uproot extremists 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s in- 
terior minister vehemently re- 
jected on Saturday any sugges- 
tion of dialogue with “killers 
and outlaws” disguised as reli- 
gious activists seeking Islamic 
rule in Egypt. 

Hassan A1 Alfi, who sur- 
vived a July assassination 
attempt by members of the 
Jihad, also pledged to uproot 
the Muslim extremist move- 
ment; refused to say how many 
have been arrested in the cam- 
paign to do it; and denied 
persistent reports of torture in 
the prisons. 

He told reporters prisoners 
“hit each other," then try to 
convince judges their wounds 
were caused by interrogators. 

General Alfi became in- 
terior minister last April after 
allegations that his predeces- 
sor’s harsh policies against ex- 
tremists had escalated their 
violence. The government also 
said the minister had engaged 
radicals through intermediaries 
in unauthorised talks seeking a 
way out of the confrontation. 


A reporter asked Gen. Alfi 
if he planned to renew the 
dialogue. 

“Dialogue with whom? with 
killers and outlaws” he re- 
sponded. “This would mean 
that we are weak as a state. 
This is rejected... rejected... 
rejected.” 

But he said “uprooting these 
terrorist groups" is necessary 
for Egypt to implement needed 
economic changes. Otherwise, 
he said, lack of stability and 
security would prevent invest- 
ments from coming in. 

More than 200 people have 
died in an escalated two-year- 
old confrontation between 
Muslim extremists and the 
Egyptian government. Those 
killed included top government 
officials, police officers. 
Christian Copts, civilians and 
three foreign tourists. 

The latest to die was Hilal 
Marzouk Nazir, a Christian 
agent of the secret police who 
was shot down at a train station 
Saturday a few hours before 
Gen. Alfi’s news conference. 


In a September newspaper 
interview. Jihad's jailed lead- 
er, former army Colonel 
Aboud A1 Zomor, blamed 
“miscalculations by the regime 
and its arrogance" for the fai- 
lure of the previous dialogue. 

But be said executions of his 
men under anti-terrorism laws 
would make reconciliation 
more difficult now. “It is now 
difficult to persuade the lead- 
ership on the outside to stop its 
operations.” Mr. Zomor said. 
“Feelings of anger control 
them.” 

The interior minister 
announced shortly after taking 
over that police were renounc- 
ing torture, taking families 
hostage for leverage against 
extremists and arbitrary deten- 
tion. 

However, recent reports by 
Amnesty International and 
other human rights advocates 
say the policies have continued 
under him. And members of 
extremist groups now on trial 
before courts-martial claim 
that torture is routine during 


interrogation. 

Gen. Alfi denied that. 
“Some of those (rights orga- 
nisations) who repeat such talk 
are nothing but supporters of 
these groups," he said. He 
contended that extremists “hit 
each other inside prisons to 
claim that they were tortured 
in front of the court." 

While insisting that all mea- 
sures his officers take are 
according to law, he said: “I 
am not going to tell you how 
many are arrested, but every- 
one arrested is presented to the 
court. All his rights are guaran- 
teed.” 

The Interior Ministry said 
Saturday's shooting was in a 
village near Assiut, 320 
kilometres south of Cairo, as 
Nazir awaited a train to take 
him to work. 

Assiut police blamed the 
killing on gunmen of A1 
Gamaa A! islamiya. Witnesses 
said a woman standing on the 
same platform as Nazir was 
wounded by a bullet in her lea. 


Rabin ends Asia tour seeking Muslim recognition 
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Cuban writer 
arrested 

HAVANA (AFP) — Cuban ✓ 

writer Norberto Fuentes has A 

been arrested for attempting to * 

slip out of the country, a hu- 
man rights advocate said. Eli- * ' 
zardo Sanchez Santa Cruz said £ 

.the author, who won wori- 
dwide acclaim .for ' his • 1984 ; ’ 

book Hemingway In Cuba, 
was taken into custody Sunday 
as he and an undisclosed num- i 

ber of relatives and friends 
were leaving Cuba by Boat. In 
1968 Mr. Fuentes was hon- 
oured by the Cuban Cultural 
Institute for a book detailing 
his years as a journalist cover- 
ing the government's battles in 
the 19603 with rebels opposing 
President Fidel Castro’s gov- -■ 
eminent. 

32 admirals, 
general punished 
overtailhook 

WASHINGTON (R) — Thir- 
ty-two U.S. Navy admirals, in- 
cluding the chief of naval op- .1 : 
erations, and a Marine general 
have received letters of cen- 
sure or lesser reprimands in the 
1991 tailhook sex harassment 
scandal. Navy Secretary John *1 
Dalton said Friday. The mild 
administrative punishments ~ 
were announced after Defence 
Secretary Les Aspin's refusal 
this month to follow Mr. Dal- 
ton’s recommendation Mr. 

Aspin demand the resignation 
of the chief of naval operations 
Frank Kelso for failure to exer- 
cise leadership in the incident. r. 
De fence officials said privately . . -- 
Mr. Aspin's move kept Mr. 
Dalton from imposing harsher 
punishment on senior officers 
who attended a Tailhook Asso- I- 
riation convention in Las ~ 

Vegas at which women were 
fondled by male navy and w ; 
Marine fliers. But Mr. Dalton 
said Friday he was punishing 
the admirals and one general, 
all of whom attended the con- 
vention. for failure to exercise 
proper leadership even though 
they did not directly take part 
in the harassment by younger — 
officers. He said three admirals 
had received strong letters of 
censure and the 30 other offic- 
ers jeceived lesser. “Non-puni- " 
five" punishments. The lesser 
punishments including a “let- 
ter of caution” to the 60-year- _ * 
old Kelso do not go into per- 
sonal files. The three who re- 
ceived letters of censure in 
their files were- Retired- Vice 
Admiral Richard Dunleavy--f ’ *' 
and Active Rear “Admiral's 
Riley Mixson and Wilson -- 
Flagg. Adm. Dunleavv was at 
the time assistant chief of naval 
operations for air warfare, a r- - 
post now held by Adm. Mix- 
son/ Adm. Flagg is a reserve : 
admiral. ~ ' — 
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Ozone level hits 
record low 

GENEVA (AFP) — Ozone 1. 
levels over Antarctica sank to a 1' 
record low this month, the 
World Meteorological Orea- 
nisation (WMO) warned. 
Ozone measured during sever- 
al consecutive days between 
the end of September and the _ - 
beginning of October dropped % 

.to a level which constitutes 
“the lowest absolute daily 
minimum ever recorded in the • 
history of ozone observa- 
tions.' according to the WMO. 
Rumen Bojkov. secretaiy of .*• . 
the International Ozone Com- - ... 
mission, said readings taken 
from the Neumayer, Maram- ' 
bio and Syowa' stations in ' 
Antarctica “revealed massive 
ozone destruction in the lower s. . 
Stratosphere with local 'ozone * '*3 
nearly annihilated between 14 % 
and 19 kilometres (8.4 and 1 1 .4 
miles)." 

‘1 in 5 New York 
secondary 
students 
have weapons’ 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Twen- * *. ’ 
ty-one per cent of New York '• ? ; 
secondary school students have * • 
toted weapons to class, and 40 
per cent were threatened phv- - 
sically in the past school year, a tJ* 3 
sfody released Friday showed. 

Of those who said thev brought : 
weapons to school, 68 per cent ■« . • 
said their families supported 
Mr defending themselves C *■ 
with a handgun, knife or club, ■' • 
according to the study of 1 .400 
stud.ents carried out jointly by ' 
the New York mayor's office * , 
and federal authorities. Perma- ; 
nent metal detectors students 
have to pass through to enter : ’ 
41 of the city's 160 high * 
schools, and detectors in place * 
part-time at 20 other schools. 
play a substantial role in deter- ■ v * 
nng students' weapons use. the 
study said. The study also savs 
there is a dear link between . 
violence in the schools and in t • 
fdy neighbourhoods, and that ■ 
homicide is the leading cause 
of death for youths aged 15 to 
19 in New York City. 
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